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Abstract

Against the backdrop of consumer rights protection and market governance, the legal characterization
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of knowing purchase of counterfeit or substandard goods and the application of punitive damages
have long been contentious issues in both legal theory and judicial practice. The identification of
consumer status constitutes the fundamental logical starting point for addressing such disputes.
Based on the Consumer Rights and Interests Protection Law, the Food Safety Law, and the judicial
interpretations on punitive damages in food and drug disputes issued in 2024, this study addresses
the practical dilemma of inconsistent judicial adjudication. It systematically reviews the theoretical
divergences and practical challenges concerning consumer status identification in cases of knowing
purchase, analyzes the root causes of deficiencies in the current criteria, including unilateral pre-
sumption of subjective intent, ambiguous objective judgment indicators, and excessive judicial dis-
cretion. Furthermore, this paper proposes improvement approaches from three perspectives: es-
tablishing a composite identification standard, refining objective judgment rules, and rationally al-
locating the burden of proof. The research aims to achieve an integrated balance between protect-
ing consumer rights, maintaining market order, and realizing the functional value of the punitive
damages regime.
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