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Abstract

Under the restorative justice framework of marine environmental public interest litigation, ecological
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restoration funds play a central role in compensating for and restoring damaged marine ecological
interests. However, due to insufficient legislation and the absence of supporting mechanisms, these
funds face numerous practical challenges in areas such as collection, deposit, approval, and utili-
zation. To resolve these challenges, institutional responses are required at the legislative level: spe-
cific legislation should be enacted to clarify the legal status of these funds; a cross-departmental
collaborative regulatory system characterized by “administrative leadership and judicial over-
sight” should be established; expert review and full-cycle budget audit mechanisms should be in-
troduced to standardize fund usage; and a system of mandatory information disclosure and di-
versified public oversight should be built through digital platforms. These steps will ensure that
marine ecological restoration funds are truly earmarked for their intended purposes and benefit
the marine environment.
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