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Abstract

As ameans of defining the scope of right protection, claim interpretation constitutes an unavoidable
focal issue in judicial practice. The Patent Law and relevant judicial interpretations have formu-
lated a series of provisions in this regard. Derived from the summary of practical experience, these
provisions also play a vital role in guiding the practice of claim interpretation. Nevertheless, there
are relatively few empirical studies in academic circles on the application of claim interpretation
rules in judicial practice, and most theoretical researches combined with judicial practice merely
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conduct individual analysis on specific cases. With the advancement of science and technology, the
focus of various countries on patents has shifted from the quantity of patent applications to the
quality of patented inventions. The emergence of the “patent thicket” phenomenon has also trig-
gered doubts from all sectors of society about the innovation incentive function of the Patent Law.
Against this backdrop, sorting out and analyzing relevant judicial cases concerning the application
of claim interpretation rules, clarifying the current status and existing problems in the application
of such rules, and putting forward suggestions for improving claim interpretation rules on the basis
of cause analysis are of important theoretical and practical value.
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