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Abstract

In modern legal systems, the priority repayment mechanism for special claims widely exists as an
institutional design reconciling justice and the principle of equality, yet it does not constitute a de-
parture from the principle of equality. Theoretically, equality does not signify absolute equality of op-
portunities or ultimate balance of benefit distribution. Instead, it allows reasonable differentiation
and strives to achieve substantive equality through the proper allocation of interests. Practically, ab-
solute equality is unattainable given individual differences. The principle of equality is mainly re-
flected in the legal status and exercise qualifications of subjects, rather than the equivalence of rights
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and obligations at the micro level. Accordingly, the provisions on priority repayment of special claims
in China’s civil law do not break through the principle of equality. On the contrary, they uphold the
legal spirit of substantive equality by strengthening the protection of the rights and interests of spe-
cific subjects.
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