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Abstract

Under the structural shift in crime characterized by a continuously rising proportion of minor
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offense cases, the governance of minor crimes has become a key proposition in the modernization
of the criminal justice system. In this context, the graded treatment mechanism for delinquent mi-
nors, as a core component of juvenile justice, is confronting systemic difficulties from conceptual
design to practical implementation. The doctrine of parens patriae and the concept of restorative
justice have built a deep jurisprudential foundation for it, while the policy orientation of “balanc-
ing leniency and severity” upheld in minor crime governance has a profound intrinsic logical cou-
pling with it. However, at present, China’s graded treatment mechanism for delinquent minors still
faces multiple dilemmas in practice, including fragmented legislation, ambiguous grading stand-
ards, undiversified treatment measures, insufficient procedural safeguards, and a weak social sup-
port system. Therefore, systematic improvements should be made by clarifying the grading crite-
ria for delinquent behaviors, optimizing the graded treatment measures system, strengthening
procedural safeguard mechanisms, and building a socialized support network, so as to promote
the establishment of a graded treatment mechanism for delinquent minors with Chinese charac-
teristics and achieve the dual goals of protecting society and safeguarding the rights and interests
of minors. This paper, from the perspective of minor crime governance, analyzes the theoretical
foundations, practical difficulties, and optimization paths of the graded treatment mechanism for
delinquent minors.
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