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Abstract

As a type of intellectual property that boasts both economic value and cultural inheritance functions,
geographical indications face multiple challenges in legal protection. Combining relevant cases, this
paper identifies three major dilemmas in the protection of geographical indications: the overlap-
ping protection between the Trademark Law of the People’s Republic of China (effective November
1, 2019, hereinafter referred to as the Trademark Law)and the Measures for the Protection of Geo-
graphical Indication Products; inadequate alignment between international law and domestic law;
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and ambiguous boundaries for cross-border use rights. In response, this paper puts forward tar-
geted solutions: enact a unified Geographical Indication Law and issue judicial guidelines for similar
cases; actively align with international standards and strengthen cross-border law enforcement co-
operation; and define the scope of rights for cross-border use through link tests and a blacklist sys-
tem for malicious use. This paper aims to offer rational suggestions for advancing rural revitaliza-
tion and cultural inheritance, as well as practical solutions with solid theoretical grounding and op-
erability for the international protection of geographical indications.
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