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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of generative artificial intelligence technology, Al-generated content
has posed profound challenges to copyright systems centered on “human authorship”. This article
systematically examines the theoretical disputes regarding the copyright ownership of Al-gener-
ated content, analyzes the legal justifications for both the negative and affirmative positions, and
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proposes that “substantial human contribution” should serve as the criterion for determining cop-
yrightability. It further explores the allocation of legal rights among multiple stakeholders—includ-
ing users, designers, trainers, and investors—and suggests establishing a typified framework for
rights attribution. Content entirely generated by Al without substantial human involvement does
not qualify as a work and should enter the public domain; in cases involving human-AI collaboration,
copyright shall be governed by contractual agreements where applicable, or otherwise presumed
to belong to the user. In employment or commissioned contexts, existing copyright law provisions
shall take precedence. Additionally, the article discusses related issues such as copyright in up-
stream training data, the feasibility of adjacent rights approaches, the integration of identification
obligations, and complementary measures including setting originality thresholds and limiting pro-
tection periods, aiming to provide a systematic regulatory framework for governing copyright in
Al-generated content.
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