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Abstract

The transformation of the concept that “mountains, waters, forests, farmlands, lakes, grasslands,
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and deserts are a community of life” into legal norms constitutes the jurisprudential foundation for
the normative structure of “integrated protection” in the Ecological and Environmental Code of the
People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as the Ecological and Environmental Code). From
the perspective of legal dogmatics, this paper systematically elucidates the jurisprudential logic un-
derlying the integration of this concept into the Code, reveals the normative hierarchical relationship
between the “systematic principle” in the General Provisions and the “typological elaboration” in the
separate books, analyzes the normative structure of the dual perspective of “element protection” and
“systematic governance” in the Ecological Protection Book, and clarifies the jurisprudential func-
tions of three types of coordination mechanisms: planning coordination, compensation coordination,
and law enforcement coordination. This paper argues that the Code, through its three-tier structure
of “General Provisions as the overarching framework-elaboration in separate books-procedural in-
tegration”, accomplishes a normative transition from ecological holism to legal systematicity. Within
this structure, “integrated protection”, serving as a systematic principle, interpretive benchmark,
and discretionary standard, is given effect through the stratified allocation of binding and guiding
legal force. It is thus evident that this normative structure provides a systematized rule-of-law solu-
tion for overcoming fragmented environmental governance.
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