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Abstract

Under the macro-picture of the rapid evolution of the digital economy, large-scale digital platforms
have transcended their mere attributes as information intermediaries, evolving into composite en-
tities that integrate market architecture development, trading rule formulation, and in-platform
commercial competition. This deep overlap of the dual roles of “market organizer” and “market
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competitor” easily leads to the alienation of platform autonomy, providing a natural breeding
ground for the abuse of underlying architectural advantages to implement “self-preferencing” be-
haviors. Currently, there are significant deviations within the domestic and international antitrust
academic communities regarding the qualitative determination of this behavior. Although China’s
newly revised Anti-Monopoly Law has added principled provisions targeting data and algorithmic
monopolies, concrete law enforcement practices still face systemic dilemmas such as the failure of
market dominance determination, difficulties in obtaining concealed technical evidence, blurring
of non-price competition damage quantification, and the applicability limitations of current legal
provisions. To break through these conundrums, this paper advocates abandoning the traditional
unilateral market framework and introducing “cross-market competitive influence” as a supple-
mentary identification standard for dominant market position. Meanwhile, it suggests constructing
a graded and classified dual-track regulatory system tailored for “super platforms” and “ordinary
platforms,” introducing a normalized algorithmic auditing mechanism, and actively advocating a
path that unifies external administrative regulation with internal compliance governance of plat-
forms, aiming to provide systematic guidelines for the construction of the anti-monopoly rule of law
in China’s digital economy.
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Table 1. Transmission mechanisms of “leverage effect” and typical scenarios of self-preferencing by digital platforms
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'See European Commission Decision of 27 June 2017, Case AT.39740 - Google Search (Shopping), C(2017) 4444 final; affirmed by General
Court, Judgment of 10 November 2021, Case T-612/17, Google and Alphabet v Commission, ECLI:EU:T:2021:763.

2See European Commission, Antitrust: Commission accepts commitments by Amazon, Press Release on 20 December 2022, Case AT.40462
- Amazon Marketplace and Case AT.40703 - Amazon Buy Box.
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