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Abstract
The Higher Education Law establishes the legal person status and school-running autonomy oflocal
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universities, which serves as the fundamental legal guarantee for their independent development. As
a backbone of the higher education system, local universities can boost institutional vitality, serve
regional growth and advance connotative development only when school-running autonomy is fully
implemented. From the perspective of the rule of law and based on this law, this paper sorts out the
practical support for the exercise of autonomy, and analyzes three major problems: rigid administra-
tive control, backward internal governance and insufficient legal protection. Combined with the
“streamlining administration, delegating power, improving regulation and optimizing services” re-
form in higher education, it puts forward three solutions: improving the legal system, clarifying pow-
ers and responsibilities between government and universities, and optimizing internal governance.
This research provides theoretical reference and practical guidance for implementing school-running
autonomy and improving the governance system and capacity of higher education.
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