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Abstract

In cross-border civil and commercial cases, the ascertainment of foreign law constitutes a crucial
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prerequisite for the application of conflict-of-law rules. In response to the practical difficulties en-
countered in ascertaining foreign law, third-party professional institutions have gradually been in-
troduced into judicial practice, and the opinions issued by such institutions have been increasingly
relied upon in judicial decisions. However, there remain divergent views in both judicial practice and
academic discussions regarding the procedural nature and judicial review of these opinions. Based
on a review of relevant literature and judicial decisions, this paper examines the practical develop-
ment of third-party professional institutions’ participation in the ascertainment of foreign law, ana-
lyzes the controversies surrounding the evidentiary nature of their opinions, and summarizes the ju-
dicial approaches adopted in reviewing such opinions. In addition, through a comparative law per-
spective, the paper explores how different jurisdictions treat expert or professional opinions in the
ascertainment of foreign law, with a view to providing a clearer understanding of the role of third-
party professional institutions in Chinese judicial practice.
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