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Abstract

Disputes arising from unilateral livestreaming tipping with community property have become
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increasingly common. The longstanding debate over whether tipping should be characterized as
a gift or as an online service contract is, in substance, a dispute over applicable rules rather than
legal characterization. This article abandons holistic characterization and proposes, based on the
purpose of performance, a tripartite typology: tipping aimed at maintaining a relationship contrary
to public order and good morals constitutes a void gift; tipping aimed at obtaining a performance
or interactive service establishes an online service contract; tipping that involves neither an illicit
relationship nor an unlawful service but exhibits irrational, immersive consumption can only be
addressed through internal remedies. The “dissipation” rule, which does not require the underlying
act to be illegal or contrary to good morals, covers a normative space beyond the reach of external
remedies. External and internal remedies are parallel mechanisms with no procedural hierarchy;
their coordination is confined to the calculation of damages, manifested as the offset of amounts
already recovered.
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