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Abstract

With the formal implementation of the Family Education Promotion Law of the People’s Republic of
Chinain 2022, the traditional tripartite structure of educational authority involving the “state, school,
and student” has been reshaped, and the status of the family as a legally recognized subject of educa-
tion has been strengthened to an unprecedented degree. This development provides a crucial nor-
mative opportunity to re-examine the jurisprudential foundation, allocation logic, and operational
boundaries of teachers’ disciplinary authority. This article seeks to move beyond the limitations of
previous studies that have situated teachers’ disciplinary authority within a binary framework of
“state power versus students’ rights”. By introducing “parental educational rights” as a core variable,
it constructs an analytical perspective grounded in home-school co-governance. The central argu-
ment of this article is that teachers’ disciplinary authority does not derive from a private-law transfer
or agency delegation of parental educational rights; rather, it is an “organizational authorization”
granted by the state, on the basis of educational sovereignty and through law, to professionally qual-
ified teachers. In essence, it constitutes the exercise of public power. Nevertheless, for this public
power to achieve its intended educational function, it depends on the rational participation and co-
ordinated cooperation of parents as legal guardians and primary bearers of educational responsibil-
ity. Parental participation is not a matter of joint decision-making in disciplinary actions, but rather
takes the form of awareness, advice, cooperation, and supervision grounded in statutory obligations.
From four dimensions—the source of power, the logic of allocation, procedural linkages, and institu-
tional embeddedness—this article systematically elaborates how, under the new pattern of home-
school co-governance, the boundaries between teachers’ disciplinary authority and parental educa-
tional rights can be clarified, the independence of teachers’ professional discretion can be ensured,
and a new collaborative educational order characterized by functional coupling and shared respon-
sibility can be established.
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