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Abstract

The priority right of construction project payment is a statutory right established in China to ad-
dress the issue of unpaid project funds, playing a crucial role in safeguarding the contractor’s claims
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and the rights of construction workers. In practice, conflicts frequently arise between this right and
mortgage rights or ordinary monetary claims, leading to divergent adjudication standards. By ex-
amining the provisions of the Civil Code and relevant judicial interpretations, this article clarifies
the legal nature of the priority right and the priority rules governing the three categories of rights,
analyzes the practical challenges in realizing this right, proposes improvement measures, and pro-
vides references for protecting contractor rights.
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