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Abstract

The development of the digital economy has generated numerous digital assets carrying both prop-
erty value and personality interests, and disputes concerning digital heritage inheritance have en-
tered judicial procedures year after year. The Civil Code and the Personal Information Protection
Law only set out general provisions on online virtual property, the scope of inheritances, and access
to the personal information of the deceased, without operable detailed rules covering tiered inher-
itance, platform cooperation, and the balance of rights and interests. At present, the inheritance of
digital heritage is confronted with four civil law obstacles: ambiguous criteria for confirming the
legal attributes and inheritability of digital heritage; normative conflicts between standard-form
clauses formulated by internet platforms and statutory inheritance rights; imbalance among multi-
ple interests including inheritance rights, personality interests of the deceased and personal infor-
mation rights of third parties; and inadequate supporting civil systems such as asset valuation, rules
of evidence and the estate administrator system. Existing studies fall into three main lines: attribute
definition, dilemma sorting, and foreign experience reference, yet they generally have obvious de-
ficiencies. First, the theory of property rights, the theory of creditors’ rights, and the composite
property theory each hold separate viewpoints, and few documents compare the applicable limita-
tions of the three theories within a unified framework. Second, most research outcomes merely
adopt theoretical deduction, lacking domestic judicial precedents to verify the four major obstacles.
Third, most improvement proposals simply call for legislation in general terms, rather than design-
ing tiered judicial interpretation paths based on the current Civil Code. The marginal contributions
of this paper lie in systematically responding to academic theoretical divergences, embedding au-
thoritative judicial cases throughout the full text to empirically verify practical dilemmas, and con-
structing tiered inheritance rules under the existing legal framework, which fills the gaps of insuf-
ficient empirical materials and inadequate academic dialogue in current research. Combined with
typical cases heard by domestic internet courts, this paper categorizes digital heritage according to
the intensity of its property and personality attributes, sorts out the practical operational dilemmas
of the inheritance system, and draws on foreign legislative experience of digital asset inheritance.
It proposes improvement approaches from four dimensions: refining interpretive rules for tiered
inheritance, regulating unfair standard-form clauses of platforms, establishing a diversified balanc-
ing mechanism for civil rights and interests, and perfecting supporting procedures for digital herit-
age. This paper bridges legal loopholes between traditional inheritance rules and the forms of dig-
ital property, and provides normative references for unifying judicial adjudication standards and
standardizing platforms’ disposal of digital assets.
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