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information has long been trapped in the binary opposition between individual legal interests and
trans-individual legal interests, and the traditional mixed legal interest theory fails to clarify the
hierarchical relationship between them. This article argues that the legal interests of this crime can
be constructed in a “hierarchical structure”: the right to self-determination over personal infor-
mation serves as the first-order basic legal interest, and public information security acts as the sec-
ond-order derivative legal interest, whose core connotation is “institutional trust”. The legitimacy
of the first-order interest derives from its normative function as the starting point of the legitimacy
system for information processing and its irreplaceable role in decriminalization tests. The second-
order interest demarcates its boundaries through “personal dependency”; although it is derived
from the first-order interest, it possesses independent value that cannot be reduced to individual
rights. The two are not parallel objects of protection, but rather differential expressions of the same
institutional trust at different levels. The application of the second-order interest is subject to three-
fold constraints: activation prerequisites, evaluative order, and exoneration pathways.
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