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Abstract

The rapid development of the digital economy has generated a large number of platform-based
flexible employment jobs. The new form of labor has broken the traditional industrial labor rela-
tionship model, bringing adaptive dilemmas to China’s current labor legal system, social security
system, and judicial remedy mechanism. At present, digital platforms generally evade employ-
ment liabilities through standard-form agreements and subject disguise, and occupy workers’
digital surplus value relying on algorithmic control. This leads to a series of problems including
difficulties in labor relationship identification, the absence of labor standard guarantees and so-
cial security rights, and high rights-protection costs, prominently highlighting the imbalance be-
tween labor value creation and rights and interests distribution. Taking Marxist labor value the-
ory as the core theoretical support, this paper systematically analyzes the practical legal dilem-
mas in protecting the rights and interests of platform flexible employment workers by combining
the Supreme People’s Court guiding cases, divergent judicial judgments across regions, and na-
tional pilot practices of occupational injury protection. It clarifies the value generation logic and
core connotation of labor justice in the new form of digital labor. Based on the current situation
of judicial practice and institutional reform in China and drawing on mature experience of local
pilots, this paper proposes targeted and practical legal improvement paths from four dimensions:
hierarchical labor relationship legislation, the construction of a full-coverage social security sys-
tem, legal regulation of algorithm-based employment, and the optimization of biased judicial
rights-protection mechanisms. The research aims to balance the development of the platform
economy and the protection of workers’ rights and interests, correct the unfair distribution in the
field of digital labor, promote the standardized and legalized governance of new employment
forms, and realize the organic unity of high-quality development of the digital economy and the
value of labor justice.
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