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Abstract

The widespread adoption of digital algorithmic technology has restructured traditional employment
models and the distribution of social wealth. The new employment system represented by food deliv-
ery platforms relies on algorithmic automated decision-making to achieve full-process labor control
and dominant interest distribution. The excessive expansion of algorithmic tool rationality disrupts
the balance of rights and obligations between labor and capital, triggering multiple imbalances in
distributive justice across substantive fairness, procedural equity, and equal rights. Currently, China’s
standards for defining employment relationships in food delivery platforms are rigid, making tra-
ditional subordination-based judgment paradigms ill-suited to the concealed, fragmented, and dig-
italized characteristics of algorithmic employment. This leaves delivery workers trapped in ambig-
uous labor relations and unclear legal applicability, resulting in inadequate protection of their le-
gitimate rights such as labor compensation, rest rights, and social security. Based on the core con-
notation of distributive justice in jurisprudence, this study analyzes the food delivery platform em-
ployment relationship as a case study to dissect the practical dilemmas and concrete manifestations
of distributive justice imbalances under algorithmic dominance. By integrating algorithmic govern-
ance logic with the features of new employment forms, it explores pathways to reconstruct distrib-
utive justice: improving employment legal recognition rules, establishing algorithmic transparency
regulations, refining diversified rights distribution systems, and enhancing judicial and social co-
governance mechanisms. In doing so, it seeks to achieve fair and justlabor distribution in the digital
era, promote the coordinated development of the digital economy and labor rights protection, and
strike a balance between the growth of digital industries and the safeguarding of new-form workers
fundamental rights.
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