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Abstract

With the profound transformation of China’s socio-economic structure, household wealth has become
increasingly diversified, making marital property relations a central and highly controversial legal is-
sue in marriage and family law. The Marriage and Family Section of the Civil Code of the People’s Re-
public of China establishes a marital property system based on “agreements taking precedence over
statutory rules.” However, in judicial practice, ambiguities in defining spousal property and difficulties
in applying property division rules have become increasingly evident. Based on core legal principles
regarding the definition and division of marital property, this article systematically analyzes existing
problems in current regulations—such as the recognition of new forms of property, quantification of
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domestic labor value, and the exercise of judicial discretion—by drawing on recent judicial cases.
Drawing lessons from foreign legislative experiences, it proposes improvement pathways including
clarifying standards for property definition, refining the framework of division principles, and estab-
lishing diverse remedies to achieve substantive fairness in marital property relations and thereby safe-
guard marital stability, family harmony, and social cohesion.
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