Open Journal of Legal Science %2, 2026, 14(9), 84-91 Hans X
Published Online September 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ojls
https://doi.org/10.12677/0jls.2026.149259

T
LiL
1L

E AR I SIAR R

NYNEE

KIEE
TRKFHINBE B, Wil T

Woks H . 20264F7 300 FHER: 20264F8H13H; &ATHM: 20265F9H8H

=

BENMRYESAWRRE, IEREEBRERANYIET AN EEYE, EEEEEMAE T
FRIR S ORI B L B4, A 3E— P R 2 A« ST LA AR B 18 5 S AR R B A AT HE 2R,
Xt PSP R B AR B VSR . S5 AR L] B ARV SEHE BRI AT L. SRR B AR E 1R T30
YRR, BRI S RO K VSRR RY,  FF RS AE BhBURI G54 A AR LR X 555 BhAIAR A %
BNEFRR TamiEeEdams, mMEETEEARRY X, EIFRE. TBUEMAEERNSE
BRI ATCLRIL, SRR ERXT B B 525 158 7T AR A X SUER N RBER S
Bl — AWK AEMEMEBAIR G, H—HHEEREULSZIZOERFHE . REZD
RAP R RN R FRIER, EUEFRAER. UXE RO UBFIER A HES R #ipt
STEEBE.

X 5in
YRR, SRR, SR, EERNE

Theoretical Controversies and Legal
Pathways to Animal Legal Subjecthood

Zhiruo Zhang

College of Teacher Education, Ningbo University, Ningbo Zhejiang

Received: July 30, 2026; accepted: August 13, 2026; published: September 8, 2026

Abstract

With the continuous development of animal protection concepts, animal legal subjecthood has
gradually become an important issue in animal law research. However, whether legal subject sta-
tus constitutes a necessary condition for strengthening animal protection remains open to debate.
This paper employs normative analysis and comparative research to examine the normative
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foundations, obligation-generating mechanisms, and legal implementation effects of the animal
rights approach and the animal welfare approach. The animal rights approach provides an inde-
pendent normative basis for animal interests by conferring legal rights and generating corre-
sponding legal obligations through the structure of rights, whereas the animal welfare approach
protects animal interests by imposing duties on human actors within the existing civil, adminis-
trative, and criminal legal systems. It can be observed that the emphasis placed by animal rights
theory on animals’ own interests can be drawn upon and transformed within the welfare frame-
work: on the one hand, by recognizing animals’ intrinsic value and rights-like interests, and on
the other hand, by constructing a protection mechanism centered on legal duties. China’s animal
protection legal system should be grounded in the existing legal framework and follow a progres-
sive path ofimprovement that takes welfare as its foundation, duties as its core, and rights theory
as its value reference.
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