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Abstract

Against the backdrop of population aging, elevator retrofitting in old residential buildings has
emerged as a core measure for age-friendly renovation. Nevertheless, frequent conflicts arise be-
tween high-floor residents’ travel demands and low-floor owners’ adjacent rights to lighting,
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ventilation and residential tranquility. The crux of such disputes lies not in procedural defects of
owners’ voting, but in the definition of low-floor owners’ tolerance obligation. Rooted in the theory
of ownership socialization, the tolerance obligation serves as a civil law instrument to reconcile
conflicts over real estate rights, yet such obligation is subject to statutory limits and shall not be
extended without restraint. In light of the provisions governing adjacent relations under the Civil
Code of the People’s Republic of China, a progressive judgment framework consisting of preliminary
legality review, graded identification of substantive damage and proportional interest balancing
ought to be established to clearly demarcate the applicable boundaries of the tolerance obligation.
Meanwhile, a three-in-one coordination mechanism covering pre-negotiation, differentiated com-
pensation and unified judicial review shall be refined to achieve a dynamic balance between safe-
guarding the elderly’s right to travel and protecting the real rights of low-floor owners.
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