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Abstract

The adoption of the BBNJ Agreement fills a regulatory gap concerning marine genetic resources in
areas beyond national jurisdiction and marks a shift in international law of the sea from resource
utilization toward marine biodiversity conservation and global governance. As a central and con-
tested issue, marine genetic resources reflect a balance between the freedom of the high seas and
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the common heritage of mankind principle. The Agreement adopts an activity-centered regulatory
model, using notification, digital sequence information management, and monetary and non-mon-
etary benefit-sharing mechanisms to balance marine scientific research and international benefit
sharing. However, challenges remain in digital sequence information oversight, commercial-use
tracking, and benefit-sharing implementation. China should improve its domestic marine legal sys-
tem and regulatory framework, strengthen coordination between international obligations and do-
mesticimplementation, and enhance its participation in relevant international rule-making and im-
plementation.
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