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Abstract

As an alternative approach to ecological restoration in environmental justice, “carbon sink
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subscription” has gradually become an important means of fulfilling liability for ecological and en-
vironmental damage, driven by the restorative justice approach and the “dual carbon” goals. How-
ever, judicial practice still faces problems including unclear legal positioning, inconsistent stand-
ards of application, the absence of rules for carbon sink valuation, inadequate supervision of per-
formance, and an overly broad scope of application. Against the institutional background of the Eco-
logical and Environmental Code, this study combines normative analysis with empirical research to
examine 113 judicial decisions involving carbon sink subscription, analyzing its legal nature, insti-
tutional development, and practical difficulties in judicial application. On this basis, the study pro-
poses clarifying its scope of application, establishing a priority order of direct restoration followed
by alternative restoration, unifying carbon sink valuation rules, improving performance supervi-
sion and fund management mechanisms, and strengthening the coordination between the Ecologi-
cal and Environmental Code and related legal systems. These measures are intended to establish sci-
entific, consistent, and operational rules for judicial application and promote the standardized imple-
mentation of carbon sink subscription as an alternative form of ecological restoration liability.
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