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Abstract

Research method is an important part of the discipline system, which is of great significance to the
development of a discipline. Paradigm transformation and historical leap in many disciplines are
closely related to the use and popularization of new methods, and public administration discipline
is no exception. In this study, the academic articles published in five journals from 2017 to 2021,
such as Journal of Public Management, Public Administration Review, E-government, China Ad-
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ministration and Administrative Forum, were selected, and the research methods adopted in the
sampled documents were analyzed in detail by using systematic sampling method and content
analysis method, so as to obtain the application and evolution law of public management research
methods. It is found that the research methods of public management still focus on speculative
analysis, case study and theoretical research; on the other hand, they lack attention to quantita-
tive methods in empirical research.
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Table 2. Classification and coding table of research methods
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Table 3. Sample Summary of Public Management Research Methods
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Figure 1. The use of research methods in documents in five journals
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Figure 2. Evolution trend of different research methods
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