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Abstract

The digital economy provides important opportunities and new momentum for the high-quality de-
velopment of my country’s export trade. This article uses panel data from 281 prefecture-level cities
in my country from 2011 to 2021 to empirically analyze the impact and mechanism of the digital
economy on the upgrading of my country’s urban manufacturing export technology. The study
found that the digital economy has a significant promoting effect on the technological upgrading of
China’s urban manufacturing exports. From the perspective of heterogeneity, this promoting effect
is more obvious in first-tier cities, the three urban agglomerations of the Yangtze River Delta, the
Pearl River Delta and the Beibu Gulf, and high-tech industries. From the perspective of impact mech-
anism, the digital economy can achieve export technology upgrades through upgrading the indus-
trial structure and improving marketization.
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1. 5|

HiliE 2 E A K W E G 8, KHILOR, il i w3 Ko B 2 5 R R AR AL T 3R K1 3)
73, FERRIEH O, 2R, RERARZEER NG mFT R 5 H A A 2012
SE[1) 7.4 Jife Tt 3.8 FALIGIE K BIIAER 12.8 Jif4 It 6.3 Ji44It, A UL A il I M H R A A
K. (HBEAE AFRVG N R 5 BEE 2 . 55 R 1 Sk, b E S D R T — e R R b
Rr S HH 55 51 T R, S RN R B ST R R S B™ L BRAT T R E S O BRI A, Rk, SR
T AR T 58T 3 e TN % R 5 E 1 E  RA

TR, BEENTERE. K. miESEr LR g, MrasiE 2BES RRNES,
T EHF AL 2014 £ 16.2 LIPS 2023 1L 56.1 Fif4oT, FITdi GDP LLE M
25.1% bJH & 44% 4, AL, BFE T RE ST S BRI SEEH B g . fERra sl L e
SR, BERNFI AR FETRIBLF SEIACEHAR GG R RS, NHNE I D EAR T HEN
Wahdi. SR, R ERE AT R RANAFAE —Se 8, A . BORBE & B RS 78 3 S R
T HEME AT R EBR T[] R4, B4 G e Sl Hh B3 T 3l AR T2 2 o] JEL i 4
L5 BRI NTEZ R 2 P b 5 T ORI T 3 A AR B TE e R EREIE T ? B s
Gt g B AR T RIS M 2 1S B R AE ? T I ) R R 7T, AU R TR 457 1
PR, SFTRREFIRE GG B DA, HEBHE S K BT, BARER L.

2. HERERIAR

R T LM T, H A B BN T, — R E e, i EI 5 $ T A
SRy R SR R 28, 53— H AT TR RO SRR vk B, T/ (2024) [2N 2 3k
T BT AL BT IR = AN, BTSSR RR IR RO R T A B T 4(2024)
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[BIWMEZIEE K B =R K B BB S5 ARE 71 = AN Fa b5 2 R B2k U # e 4
s HIBOC. WhH(2024) [415 8RBT Ak PRl B AR B S Atk 58 it A0S 2 5 3 T [ F) 0 A B
FHOG, P DLEE DA AR R AT R H T 20F, il 8o Pl e b, Bera s R REdk . 8oy
GUFRIEASE. VM. BREFFI(2024) [SIME B R RE . BB BRI ERE 5 R IX =AY 57
S SINE R AN U

X H RTINS AR R, H VR T 25 £ 7325 8 -2 B Hausmann (2007) 32 17,
HeHE SITC Rev.2 [ =ArA 432, H P i L& [ 1999~2010 4F (9 HY F1 77 W Aedhe, I 7 H S % g o
HEART R KB, TilEE(2021) [6]5 = F M A hEEE], BT Hausmann M5HA 8 & S
REGHR )55 2 ZEEAR AR, R L A A T3 R B ) N3 | R A P SR B AT B A 7 38, T3]
FEG R DR T I E, A TR RZTRH OBOR A, Xu # Lu (2023) [7]38#
T4 FH A 2% 2 T 1A R R A 22 T 9 N 25 GDP SRACE Hausmann 155 14 [ 52 J2 1 1 H 1 BeR TH2 o
ST WA T TR A L AR FF 4, 5 (2019) FHFh A8 4 (2021) e [8] 2238 4 7= i H VA5 g AL 6 Bk i
JETHT, TSR, T 2 1 A

EAESR, Ok (B P Ah 23 T A T 507 2T e T ik D R T e mg . M B2k miok
&, YAO Zhanqi (2022) [91WF 743, $r7 &b 5 IR TH g 2 1A 535 (1 25 IR IE ML O v, Buer&eir
AAT DLER T A HH T ROR FE G, 23 % A AR 0 X ) HE 1R 20 A U PR 54 . Wang Fei (2023) [10]
XF 2013~2019 AF il il AR AR SUE T 30 73, B e B iR e 35 A2 T v B ol s OV BAR T2
JAZ . Ty (2024) [LLWF 7R, Br & Ut BT T mBR G DHE R T, B BAA Rtk r
fiE. MIEIEERNKE, Liang Shuang (2023) [12]i8id 2012~2020 =1 [E 30 A48 473 I THI AR B4 BT 7515 0,
B 220 AT LLd kIR T 37 4 E AR AR A N IR R SE I YRR Xiugang (2024) [13]38 ek 44 i
X B 7 22 B ot R SR VE IR, R I 40 0% I sl PR AR AE 5 AR S A H 11 3 1 11 55
YER; XB/N4E(2024) [14]25 T 2005~2020 4+ [E 4 PRtk #E, DUSATITZ) . AT A . HOREIH v
s RIFEATL . NSEAR HARGF TR 53T I OB AR TR R o H A EF

3. BRI 5T ERA
3.1 EERENRE

R TR B 2 sk e A T M Y BRI, A SO BN TR B A,
e YRR 45X (2) «

INESI;, = a, + o InScore, + o, X, + 44, + S, + & 1

Forb, InESHL A#RAR &, ORI i 7R t SRR HIEL H DR TS InScorey, AR OREAR R, FOR
BT §AE CAER R BT AT R IR X AR R — RIS & g RO E R 6,
PRI E) [ 8 R e NBENLIR ST

3.2. TEMESA

1) BfREAS R ST HIE ML D ER T (InESI)

X T 3 M I AR T R A B T AN BRI BERT Y = [ A SRS BT, BT
[ B BN 7 2R S (R 21 2014 4, 10 ASSCRRT 7t (0 T B S i 18] 85 72 0 2011 £E 3 2021 48, HA
W ks EECAL, Pl TCIRIE B 7 i P BOR & Bk At i 2011~2021 SEHIENL D BRI [
Uk, DN 7 SE SR TSR I S AT Rk, AR SOR A H AR B 2% JBE R A7 B v Ll ol s Lt VAR T
G0 ASTHRAE SCEEAN 2R 7 1%(2022) [15] I 7T, R v L Sul iy ol i H BR8P, BARD BR A0 R o :
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B, HRRA EE BRI ALY, T HS6 ALgmAS T A s DR R IR

enk / En

2 (& /Ey)

n

Hrfr, PRODY, AR k 77 I HOAR IR, e, AN n B k77l O, B AR n B H 5 5 i,
Pergdp, A2 n A [E A A2 77 B E

Hk, A2 R AN B M (2017) [16] MW FT, A ™ i AL E R A B T R AR, AR5 A&
Z IR RIS AR R R -

x Pergdp,

PRODY, =Y @)

n

]
P
QPRODY,, :[mj x PRODY, ©)
XE@)H, p, A& 0 B k7 mEs, u, K 0 B kPP RERKRTTH ISR S E, o RE
N 0.2,

=R = S A il P AR A M E 5 NGB

Export,
ESI, =;#(H:XQPRODYHK @)

(@), ESI R i SRS R A BE,  Export, Fo7 § WATTE K 5 LM CIAT,  Export
FER 1R R T

2) BB AR AT R EKF(InScore )

YT F VR K IIE, RS2 |55 (2020) [17]%58 I SCHR,  AELIXIN R fE 9% 0l
s ME T LI i Jee R T R A A B R B B B R KT o AR IR T J2 VP 0 TR
KT, % SRR S5(2019) [18] 58 STk, KA FLICE S 28, AHOC MO N GHIEBL . AH IS H I L Al
A G A% 4 Mk BLE 4 NMEFRS R SEPRN AR B AR RN SE AN P TR
L FRARA MO N 53 3 A MOl N B EE . AR EL S S B E AR s G H P 4. PLE4EFs
PRI IRHCR H T CPEIWRTRIELE) o PSSR R, KA B S e fa, %38
H R b R T S BT 7 AR O A i 4 IR P 3L (R il o R R RSB RS AL /N PR bm i AT b AL A
YepbP, ARSI R FETEEE RIEREL, Wk 1R,

Table 1. Digital economy indicator system
= 1. BFEFERGR

—HRbR &=y o fRbrE I
LEREI LR ES (STEPNCREITI VAL +
EREIRLESNIN THEAUIRSS R AE ML 53 15 B +
BT gt i a KRR BRI A 0L PNSLRENE S +
5l LI P (GAEPN 2L RE T UAE i +
Byl Bk R SRIEE G Lt o +

3) =ML E
BT BB TP, HALFE =W T e st biliE e AR TR A . ik, RS HEIAI,
LU AR I AR & @) XFAMITTBUKT-(Open), A SCR ISR A 524005 1 X AR 7 B 1 EE AR R A
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i b) QPR (Economy), SRAI AR AL BB A FLAE R BT & ) IRBAL /KT (City), JAEEHH T
N5 AN DR B A KRR & d) BUNTH(Gov), TA BT FEAEL— E b X 5
RF T TOURE JEE A2 52 12 R i X ) 301t VBRI — N B EEE M P 2, HLd A BUR 1 J00S R
TR AR AR, RIBURTHIGL 2, W B QU , M OERTHZOMAR . BUF T
BRSSO BUN — I B X A= BB RO E: e) SRR R/K-T-(Finance), KJH XA S REHLI
VNEMIEN, &S TSR TP (ul=a =Pl ih
3.3. BUERIFEAE RS

AR 2011~2021 SR E 281 A2 T 1 BR A oK SAIE 20 #r By 2o 5o il g b 1 SR THR 5
Wi, FEABHRLIIRE T (EBIMD) (EZRgHRD) (PESGHEE) CPERmSHEE) 55, b Thps

Wy BAERH . TS 12 DM 8 Bk, B T MR, X RR Y 281 AN T kO i b
BHE, R MAR(E AT A . RS 2 P,

Table 2. Descriptive statistics of variables
2. TERAMEITER

A e R e A L FEAXL HE H i w/MA IEPNE|
ESI H AR T 3091 0.100 0.101 0.005 0.014 0.112
Score HF B 3091 0.006 0.005 0.005 0.001 0.056
Open Xof M T8RP 3091 0.017 0.011 0.018 0.000 0.229
Economy LRI 3091 0.237 0.237 0.005 0.217 0.257
City WAL K 3091 0.562 0.542 0.149 0.181 1.000
Gov BURF 3001 0.206 0.177 0.121 0.003 2.267
Finance SRR KT 3001 0.083 0.079 0.042 -0.053 0.306

4, SCWEER S 9
4.1, EAELEHER

1 3R TR A B BRI S HE [ 25 R B (1) 52 1 AE R I 1R AN ROsE Je
Hoer LB ST G MY B D BRI AIRE M, [BIASE R R, Ber 2 G el A R 80y 0.1167, HAE 1%H)
KV B FNIE, RUBTLT R A D THRTHE L B I BRTH . 51(2)~51(6)iZ — I A= i A2 &,
S5 RN, BT Git dldE b D BRI AL 1%k ERZEONIE, #0178y s
ORI Y ORI B A R BRI . TR, BEE R E 2 0 PR A R, 20 B 3k T ]
MV T R R R, B TR S MR L B IR IE, R 3 b T DA SE AR b fh 1) 4 R
Wk, BRI XA G L e S A E N E PR R, AWHRTH R SOR SR, O
A H AR TH 2]

7% 3 () FEHI AR R BIH LR IR, RMAMFBUKTAE 1% ERZOVIE, ST KT
s, R EZ R EBR TS E N, AR E A ARFEESE S i R AEARKCE, PLORES [ brss
Gy AMVAETN BN SE G, A S AEABATEARTI R, L 2 E PR m 2R Lif K%
AP REON R, BIRBCETTICUORIRE AP R A S, HIRE 1 D a5 0y LS sh s Moy E,
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BALTRTHH O BORE &, SR 7RG D BORTH . BB T R BT BLE R
WACE RGN ORARTH R AL, ATREM IR AIE T, SISk AR T2 5 2 AR # TR 61
By MR AR LU R BRTE G 7o B AR R IF A B IASR EE I 3, R BRI HESh
TERBA PR MBBURF T [ AR BT LA, O T006 il it D BoR T B T AR, BRI
AV AN . SRBCRIE 2, 2B P IS ATE . BORTHR AR . Rt KT R A R R
NIE, RIS Rl SR A EAT [ PR A g, SR TS A B, X0 THESI BRI A BIRAEH -

Table 3. Benchmark regression results

3. FERVFLER

. (1) 2 ©)) (C)] (5) (6)
A
ESI ESI ESI ESI ESI ESI
0.117™ 0.110™" 0.119™ 0.117™ 0.116™" 0.101™"
Score
(11.586) (10.932) (11.738) (11.477) (11.344) (9.728)
0.012™" 0.013™" 0.013™" 0.013™" 0.013™"
Open
(5.495) (6.054) (6.005) (5.949) (5.793)
—0.088™" —0.089™" —0.085™" —-0.005
Economy
(—6.339) (—6.374) (—5.905) (—0.257)
0.000 0.000 0.000
City
(1.092) (1.095) (0.041)
0.000 -0.000
Gov
(0.779) (—1.226)
0.014™
Finance
(7.738)
k1] [i] 5 == = = & & =
AT 8 & = = & & =
0.093™" 0.093™" 0.114™ 0.114™ 0.113™ 0.094™"
_cons
(777.091) (757.965) (35.176) (35.093) (33.317) (22.462)
N 3091 3091 3091 3091 3091 3091
R2 0.919 0.919 0.921 0.921 0.921 0.923

e LN T RIRRAE 1%, 5%, 1091 R KN B3

4.2. REMESH
1) TSR R A

BARTTREAE LB SR AT AR IR3AT5T7 AR R 35 22 5, X Ue 22 5 EL R B B 7 28 D 0 3
HERERE N Y D BRI o BRI, ASSTMIR TR ) 5 Bk A 2 H A EAT 200, KT SEREAS R 20
INRE, RRK AR IR iR . BRI SR G AR T A o R

M. BEAEER I 4 s
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Table 4. Regression results of the digital economy on the technological upgrading of manufacturing exports in different urban
agglomerations

T 4. WFEFAAEEHEFIE A B O ARARRIEVFER

K=4 KTy BR=ff A b fiM s
£
1 (2 3 4 ®) (6)
0.111™ 0.044 0.063™ —-0.049 0.141™ 0.061
Score
(2.479) (1.374) (2.572) (—1.056) (2.435) (1.454)
0.022™" 0.004 0.011" 0.036 —0.032™" -0.011
Open
(4.056) (0.426) (1.970) (1.324) (—3.105) (—1.624)
-0.052 —-0.103 0.060 —-0.040 0.002 —0.130™
Economy
(—0.553) (—1.423) (0.774) (—0.372) (0.016) (—2.509)
0.002 —0.004" -0.011™ -0.003 0.002 -0.004
City
(0.269) (—1.838) (—2.296) (—0.485) (0.551) (-0.832)
—0.006 0.000 0.000 -0.002 0.002 —-0.000
Gov
(—1.561) (1.147) (0.889) (—0.939) (1.073) (—0.403)
0.015 —-0.002 0.019™" 0.053™" 0.028™ 0.003
Finance
(1.313) (-0.190) (2.702) (3.709) (2.438) (0.674)
I [ N = & & & = =
SEA [ T RN = & & & = =
0.106™" 0.121™" 0.092™" 0.101™" 0.092"" 0.124™
_cons
(5.828) (6.769) (5.280) (3.809) (2.799) (9.606)
N 297 264 99 176 110 319
R2 0.882 0.978 0.972 0.907 0.969 0.964

e TN T IERRTE 1%, 5%, 10% 1R MK R B3

%4 FIQ)RIBNO) IR, BFAFE K = MR BRI RN S I R G L B DR
THRRZNAAE 5% IR LR 20NIE, B 25K R %07 509 0.1107. 0.06304. 0.1405, it W% 7 £85F W]
BARHE T K= BREMANACE T B s DRI T R RTREE T, K= MR T
EARMIFIIIX, ZU Rk, MM ERE, SaRRSBRES, HHEBNIENTERR, K
i AN JEURPRHE S S 3 T T 207 B B 2 IR o 2B IX A Ml A DA 2 HRR R, HARK
SRS B, AEGRAIFTA RE DM ANETRE ), XL ROBA B THGE A I O HOR T . Bk = AR
DU T A 5 B o B, A RO 715 B AR e, A RS B 7
W& R SRR AR IR SR bR, XL ARXT R ) S AT s &, BT BRI R R X
Lo VAR T AUET A EOR AR AR R, AR TG M D EOR BT B S A X U B S
gk, a7 — RINBERMG S AT 25 R R, BHE R X s, Bl
A, RUSBORINTE SOV A0t KR RIR L T RIS, toiiliglk D BoR TR 1328
M4 B(A) T A, ey G5t A S A ik i A Al 1 VBRI 2, RTREA SRR, i B
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Il H 11 3 2 v [ P T 3 A Gk R R T 7 22 B BE 2 G T [ BT S A BT AL R
ey B DU e 3 BUE BRI 58 Soln R, Rt i B A6 1 36 ol mT 5 i SR 1 SFL Al DR ] 5 1 S 45
JE 3, #1207 HH AEORTH R RE

2) W R R

25 FE B T HUARL 4 72 St S RO B BT e B0 el VBRI R REA PR et — 0 R e AR i
R R—2 =2 WA, FIEARIE S . W5 FIQ)FFIE)TLLE H, BFairiE—
LRI . R UL B A R BOHTE 1% /KT RN IE, (AR A 5E— 2 i e
REUR K, P2 TR R RHRTE 1A AL, il DR TR i 0.08222 A Az, 2 R R AT
RERB TN LA B — — R BB m IR UH 8 0 A A R IR, 807 22 5 ) e il
VIR TFTRIRORAN AR, HES) T AR ST HGE L A B R RGN T
AE~ PRI KB SE e ROR, — SRy R REVE B 2 AR L DAL SO B, AT SR B L
HERIITH S . 5 — IR RENA BON e 5 M QIR LSNP AR RN, B r 2 B R et 8 1 6
BEDESIHIE I, TR T — R AR X, XS QR A AR el X g AR it T RS
FrREENL, et 7 BORBIHTATH OHEAR T4 .

Table 5. Regression results of the digital economy on the technological upgrading of manufacturing exports in different city
sizes

5 BFEFAREIHH AR EIE M & QR ARFREEVILER

(1) 2 ©))
—k =2 VU 2k
0.082"" 0.060™" 0.066™"
Score
(3.651) (5.488) (2.932)
0.014 0.010™" 0.007™
Open
(0.997) (3.632) (2.356)
-0.322 0.112™ -0.076™"
Economy
(—1.330) (5.256) (—2.591)
0.013™ 0.001" —0.002™
City
(2.981) (1.947) (—2.062)
0.000 -0.001 —-0.002""
Gov
(0.034) (—0.971) (—=3.945)
0.050™" 0.013™" 0.008™
Finance
(2.947) (4.465) (2.427)
0.158™" 0.067™ 0.113™
_cons
(2.835) (13.167) (16.195)
N 209 1100 1617
R2 0.773 0.964 0.946

e LN T IERRTE 1%, 5%, 10% 1R E MK R B3
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3) AFFEASALH L7 5 7 1

N DR ABF L VR A AR W 7= SR TR R, A SO = R R
IR AR AR G A B it A S R AR RO =K, BIAZS R WA 6 Fs. B3 6 41(L)
ATLAE H, PSR AR 0= BER TR LE 5% /K E RN IE, @b RE0h
0.5173, Y5 THF& B2 7 b 2 A 25 SR & 5 A VE QIR AN RAT b2 18] (B A4 ok B8 2 A8 1)
g BN HAhmE AR AR, AT PASI NS R AR A &, MR TR AR T
FARIKF. WK 6 FIQ)PTLAE H, HFZ TR i A s AN 825, RS — 2R
PR R, AR AT R RIAE = AR AR E , BT IR R AN 2 B U X 7
AR S &, %6 5Q) iR, MFATTREA PRI LASBAL, SR o th HHE AR TH 0.1418 4
L, HAE 1%M7KF ERZENIE, SHEIFRTE mER B O AT IO A B RS E R . £
JRRAE T, BT AT BRI AEE AL TR KM SR, i B R, Al ar DU s
RO BEAT BE2ERE T BT R AGE Sei, WmHESN S E AR = AR B E AR Wi T

Table 6. Regression results of digital economy on technological upgrading of export products of different technology types
6. WFEFMARBALRH O~ REAFAREYISER

(1) 2 3
A FEOR AR
0.517™ 0.184 0.142™"
Score
(2.255) (0.893) (8.366)
0.014 0.005 0.023™"
Open
(0.291) (0.102) (5.873)
1.541* -1.081" —0.144™"
Economy
(3.382) (—2.450) (—4.011)
—-0.005 0.026" 0.000
City
(-0.316) (1.665) (0.014)
-0.017 -0.005 0.002™"
Gov
(-1.434) (-0.492) (2.980)
0.280™" 0.167™ 0.010™
Finance
(5.401) (3.662) (2.366)
0.332"" 1.075™" 0.125™"
_cons
(2.880) (9.706) (13.852)
Rk 1] [ 5 = = &
AN [ 52 = = =
N 3091 3091 3091
R2 0.885 0.886 0.907

e LN T RIRORTE 1%, 5%, 1091 R E KN B3
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4.3. {ERHHHELE

N T RFECT LGOI 3kt PSR T L], A SO 1 i R sC5s R A s,
B ERIER T U e 15 RE Sl e P G TR B T A AR R, TS 38 T ) 30l H R
&It BARRRE

ESl, = oy + a,Score, + o, X, + 1 + 0, + &, )
Med, = 5, + B,Score, + 5, X, + 44 + 6, + &, (6)
ESI, = ¢, + ¢ Score, + 6, Med,, + @, X, + 14, + 6, + &, )

Hrr, Med, NHNER, EARSCHREWSWA RN TIHURRE, AR UAE. B EmR
EEE Y I

PSSR TE s 58 = M3 B R 55 = 7 b i e — A Hl DX P Ml 45 4 T 77 A — e [ R
DR S0 22285 HE 55 872024 [191F0SCHR, JREUEE . 28 =$8In{E 2 Al 5 GDP ) b FE A A= b 25 44 T+ 2 i
REAHE

TR : BT IS AGEE B R AR MTahs, 8 BURSTm R, EEEGEG
RIE. FERNRERE. BERNHNEBIEE . Tah 80k &M R, X &R
B3 IR — NG HR R R T S ETEBL, A LG B —Fa br g 3 A T 2 WL Pl T 3 L RE . Rtk
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Table 7. Mechanism analysis: Industrial structure upgrading and improving marketization
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Table 8. Robustness test
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