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Abstract

Purpose/Meaning: During the fermentation process of online public opinion events, there is ex-
tensive participation from both opinion leaders and ordinary netizens. However, the interactive
relationship between these two groups has not yet been thoroughly analyzed. This study aims to
reveal the relationship between opinion leaders and ordinary netizens in internet public opinion.
Methods/Processes: Using the “Fat Cat” event on the Weibo social media platform as a case study,
relevant event-related Weibo text data from May 2 to May 28 were collected. The BERTopic model
was employed for thematic modeling of the text content, and the Baidu Sentiment Analysis API
was utilized for sentiment computation of the text. The information publishers were categorized
into different entities. Finally, the relationships between different entities in the public opinion
event were analyzed from three dimensions: themes, sentiments, and different entities. Results:
The results indicate that in terms of public opinion attention, opinion leaders tend to focus more
on new developments of the event and gender issues, while ordinary netizens are more inclined
to reflect on and contemplate the event. In terms of thematic sentiment distribution, ordinary
netizens exhibit more negative emotions than opinion leaders in the theme of event reflection and
contemplation, while opinion leaders show more negative emotions than ordinary netizens in the
male-female gender theme. Sentiment analysis shows that the positive voices of opinion leaders
have not effectively increased the proportion of positive sentiments among ordinary netizens. Con-
clusion: Based on the differences in thematic attention, sentiment, and thematic sentiment distri-
bution, it can be concluded that the influence of opinion leaders on ordinary netizens is relatively
limited.
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Figure 1. Research framework
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Figure 2. The latent hierarchical structure of the theme
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Figure 3. Topic river plot
3. EFARE

DL 3, ALK BSR4 DB, WS H 2 H~5 H 8 H, iXx — MBS AR TL M T3 |,
VLB A AT AT III0 O, T V8 £ AR AR o ) RN S R Bt 5 s S8, A A5 S R AR Ok 3 T g,

PREEEEIENERI . /£5 A 8 H~5 7 18 H, MHEEEIIAR, AAIFEREETT & H A LTI
12 % 2

DOI: 10.12677/0rf.2025.153143 100


https://doi.org/10.12677/orf.2025.153143

B, B

ATEAE TSR, XA I AR AT — B B TR, A SRS i AR . 725 A 18 H-~5
J3 23 FIHITE], B 7 0 N 2R T S AR P A (8 B AT, S AR RSO T AR A L,
bR EAEIENE BRI, f£5 H 23 HE 5 A 28 H, MZ@ikmzim, FIEEMBNT ARK
ERGET AR, HATe R 1A — R R A 28, RS AR AN AR R . ISR Btk o) S
T B AN [ 2 R0 R MU AT 70 A, B 178 AR A1 S i AR A M B T AL A

4.1.3. FEFmEXEXERSH

BEAh, SGETHBRATGE T AN R AR 50 1 SR AR 35 B BOGIE 18U I AEAE, RERFUEA IR 1258
TR ASC R, ANTRSSERI AT =R 4. i P RAE B B A R R rhoxt T3 (FHEIE S R
) IR EESGTE o AT TEE MR T34 T NG T B RRE . SULFRE, A " FH0 RSk
SRR B, AT T1 (M2 518 Tk 5 o) B S I ORAE Il o B e ™ A iz S, 4
U, FESE =R B, W R RO R T e £E 0 MR R S AT =B BUN, B LSRR ELIE R T4
(FERENE), M SR RNRX I 7o00E, EAEENE, EEERRNS —PrEas —prE, 8L
QU R SR RO R AR, TR IE R R SRTE AR AN T8 (RS BLAE) He Ay T6 (55 AL ST
). EH= M&¢ JEPEIRLE T T2 (BJ78k), HXE L RBUFAN NI R ATER SR, 1
AR A BN R A5 T . g ETIE, ASFER AR SRR B B Boh BE 2 MR AE 25 B RIE LA
T AT R 5 B X B 51 A A BR

K § BV &L § £ 77 WA § JAniBE
[ snEBELAE e FHBHSHAL w ( wamssAT ) i FHEBHAE )
| 13 | I3 ! 13
oo | MR B 5o SEES 9'3}& Bdom L VA L R B hah
t%ﬁﬁﬁ]?\. | T d 12 ' T
””””” C F#E R ; ﬁ%5MAﬁﬁﬁ R B A& R | Ahxa
i\ T8 B \\, T6 AN 15 ,/
i s e i (T wmwms ) i wmmke )
___________ ) ' T4 ' 5
DA | P&k %’r& 53k ‘», " 25 it %r& R ‘* MEEE: FrELHE » Rk BHE X
___________ ' T ' T1
$Wﬂ£%/i‘*’ $4%»=xi'aliw iR I R%REHLHETRE
T3 . AN T3 .\ T2 AN T10 Y,

Figure 4. The evolution of three major themes among different groups
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Figure 5. Emotional evolution
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Figure 6. Sentiment analysis of the themes in the first stage
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Figure 7. Sentiment analysis of the themes in the second stage
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Figure 8. Sentiment analysis of the themes in the third stage
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Figure 9. Sentiment analysis of the themes in the fourth stage
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