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Abstract

In order to systematically sort out the research hotspots and evolution paths in the field of contin-
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uous innovation in China, this study is based on 517 core journals in the fields of management, eco-
nomics, and engineering and technology in China Knowledge Network (CNKI) from 2000 to 2024,
and the CiteSpace tool is used to carry out bibliometrics and visualization analysis. Through the
analysis of publication trend, author cooperation network, institutional distribution and keyword
co-occurrence, clustering and emergence, the following conclusions are revealed: the publication vol-
ume of China’s sustained innovation research has gone through four stages of “starting accumula-
tion-fluctuating development-adjusting and deepening-stabilizing and expanding”. The core au-
thors are represented by Xiang Gang and Duan Yunlong, and the cooperative network is formed by
the Business School of Nanjing University and the International Business School of Yunnan Univer-
sity of Finance and Economics. The research hotspots focus on the themes of “continuous innova-
tion”, “technological innovation”, “industrial clusters”, etc. The evolution is characterized by “con-
ceptual foundation (2000~2010)-expansion and deepening (2010~2020)-diversification and inte-
gration (after 2020)”, with dynamic capability theory and knowledge life cycle theory providing
theoretical support. The current research has limitations such as lagging response to emerging
trends, insufficient interdisciplinary integration and lack of micro perspective. In the future, it is
necessary to combine with the “dual-carbon target”, “digital transformation” and other real needs
to deepen the research on green innovation and digital technology-driven sustained innovation
mechanism, and to promote the synergistic development of theory and practice. In the future, it is
necessary to deepen the research on sustainable innovation mechanism driven by green innovation
and digital technology, and promote the synergistic development of theory and practice. This study
provides a systematic knowledge mapping reference for academics and a theoretical basis for pol-
icy optimization and enterprise innovation practice.
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Figure 1. Number and time distribution of continuous innovation research publications, 2000~2024
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Figure 2. Co-occurrence mapping of authors of sustained innovation studies, 2000~2024
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Figure 3. Co-occurrence mapping of continuous innovation research organizations, 2000~2024
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence mapping for continuous innovation research from 2000 to 2024
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Table 2. Top 5 keyword centrality of continuous innovation research from 2000 to 2024
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Figure 5. Cluster analysis of keywords for continuous innovation research from 2000 to 2024
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Figure 6. Timeline analysis of keywords for continuous innovation research, 2000~2024
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Top 11 Keywords with the Strongest Citation Bursts
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Figure 7. Burst analysis of keywords for continuous innovation research from 2000 to 2024
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