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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the ongoing Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), the collaborative development
of international trade and logistics has emerged as a vital approach to advancing regional economic
integration and high quality opening up. This study draws on data from 2013 to 2024 concerning
China’s trade and logistics interactions with countries along the BRI routes. Employing both OLS
regression and a mediating effect model, it investigates the mechanisms through which infrastructure
development and political stability influence trade logistics synergy. The empirical results suggest
that the BRI exerts an overall positive influence on the coordination between trade and logistics,
though the effects vary across models and regions due to limitations in sample size and variable
construction. While infrastructure is significantly associated with the BRI, its mediating role in syn-
ergy development is not statistically significant. Robustness checks and heterogeneity analysis re-
inforce the model’s credibility and reveal notable regional differences. Based on SWOT analysis and
identification of key obstacles, this paper proposes targeted policy recommendations including en-
hanced infrastructure connectivity, the establishment of integrated information platforms, and the
alignment of multilateral standards to deepen trade logistics integration under the BRI framework
and promote policy coherence and regional economic integration.
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Figure 1. The trade volume of goods between China and the countries along the “Belt and Road” from 2013 to 2024
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Figure 2. Total import and export volume of major countries along the routes
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Table 1. Main types of import and export commaodities in China
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Figure 3. Annual number of trips of the China-Europe railway express
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Figure 4. The coordinated development of China’s international logistics under the background of the Belt and
Road Initiative
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Table 2. Relevant data on the operation of China-Europe railway express
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Figure 5. The coordinated development and changes of international trade and international logistics under
the background of the “Belt and Road Initiative”
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Table 3. Data table related to the coordinated development of international trade and international logistics
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Table 5. Regression results
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Table 6. Results of the mediating effect test
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Figure 6. OLS regression analysis process
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Table 7. Robustness test results
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