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Abstract

This paper explores the impact of merchants’ return policies on consumers’ bracketing purchase
behavior and their profit optimization strategies from the perspective of time-inconsistent prefer-
ences. With the rapid development of e-commerce, consumers’ bracketing purchase behavior due
to product matching uncertainty has increased significantly, resulting in merchants facing high re-
turn costs and inventory management pressure. In this paper, we introduce the time-inconsistent
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preferences theory in bracketing purchasing behavior, construct a dynamic game model to analyze
consumers’ purchasing decisions (single purchase or bracketing purchase) under product quality
uncertainty and time inconsistency, and study merchants’ profit functions under different refund
strategies (full refund vs. partial refund). It is found that consumers’ time-inconsistent preferences
significantly affect their sensitivity to return policies, which in turn changes their purchasing be-
haviors. Merchants can effectively balance the cost of returns and sales revenue by adjusting their
refund strategies, with partial refund strategies being able to curb over-returns and maximize prof-
its under certain conditions. This paper provides a theoretical basis and management insights for
merchants to deal with the challenge of enveloped purchasing.
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1. 53|

WCAER, R AT b o 5K AR 98 1V P e SE 7 R, H b A I AW 3K 47 4 (Brracketing Purchase
Behavior), B[V 9% 5 4 BEA ™ it DT C AN 1 14 7 ) K [R] — R i KD 22 M RRCAR (anigi e . RS ARW4E), A
J PR B 3 T P IR (8] 2 AR i AT N RO I B S . Riskified & A (14 W I 2 %ot il FH FEL RS IBOR 1)
AE RS SRR, 78 TR B R OR BT BORIE AT 84T, A ENE 519%00 AN HF 2 i 450 [ 00 3K
SR, LRI AT 3 B0 ST I 2R 0 22 90 (3 [ 2021 1R TEAiA 7610 1436 7T) AL HERA BT+ K e
E P RS THIR Bl . D 1ROV 9 8l R 3, R LU R X ST 1 A HUR KB AL 73 B K BUK,
AN RE X B IR B R ik . A, AR HEE TGS, W 03 7 B 5L A T € 5 a4k
MNTTEEHT “HHE ™ B, BT 238 AEAS ORI B8 2 [RIAEAE — € IR [ 22, DRI 23 AR A — € Il e 3] 3
T B A L S U S B ST R S R R TL, AR P i IERUR B R AR T A0 A T BRE D RE R
IETIH, JH R AR RSk, (2R T IR (I “ &4 AR 43K), BmERMHIMIK ., X—IR
FRZ N ) AS— U 4T (Time-Inconsistent Preferences). i [R] AN —E5 i 26 B A T8 9% 3 75 AN [R] I 18] 555 7] —
RSB RV AEAE R 22, IX AR BEIEAT J9 Al e 5 BUW KR S 5 IR BAT RIS JE 2 1 50 7 2K 1
FE RN o

RN T ABURKBCR . #5738 KL A I Ta) AN — 350 4 A5 SE R P S S IR OG R e AR ek
T A — S ERS, BEA L — A KAESE, 1B SRR (2 AUR 3K 5 #4018 3K) 5 1 238 1 AT A
(5 35 5 A0 B W SR AT RGNS G, DAER D S B PEAT Jo i 2 o 1B B tR SRR o BE T I A ST B AE 1]
ZrLUN IR (1) B TR)AS — S500s df  (eT S M3 2% 2 1 60 Bl SR SRR3R 2 (2) 1 5 Rl 1 A B I3 DA
P o BT RIS — 047, FHESEIRE R R ? B R, RSO E T — AP B s A& 2R
B, R B oy N O SN TR — B0 B PR, A AR AN [RIAR R SR TR B RO BR B S  SK ik
B, IFES R AR R B G B AR R (Q HENg) 5 R (R SR I B 45 R, SR () A —
Hf o R B BORA R E R o ARSTIDTERAE T2 AW 830 I K 18k 1) AN — B 47 51 N B Rl 20 3K
o ATAELS, TR TAT NA T B AE R TR B AT ) S Bk B s [FII o R R SR 4 17 2 V0 2 & e ot
PERFIE R 22 AR TR BUR S E 7 %8, F Bh A AE R H1lIR 03 oA S5 3 H B R 2 18] se i B4 .
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2. Xzt
2.1. SERABE

TELRIGPI 1 23 8 H T = W DR R AT e 1, LR IR IR SE IS b . T 238 o2 AE I K Hi
% H R B 7= i R SE 22 A RiAR BB AN e VE R T —Fhe LI SRR - Narvar (2017, 2020, 2021)
[1]-[31ft et th, I 60%I1)TH 23 78 2020 kAT 1AK%, Hh 2019 3800 1 29%. Balaram 5§
(2022) [41FFFTREH, 7S 2K AT LAE i 1 S e SR s e i 2 38 1R B B =00 SEAT Ao T 2 S i AR 57
TR BB 2 S M T e SE VSR o BBk, ¥ 2 IR B2 B RR B AS (return hassle cost) AT i (4 UG FC A 2R
(match probability)th /2 52 i £, [ =0 3K 1) B 2 K 5

B, 2 SEAT N S B KM KSR B, XAMUIGIN T AL BEROA, 6 RT Re st A7 B . Appriss
Retail (2023) [S]f%HE 7, 2% B R 5K AR B0 5 A4 7610 123€7c, @il 1R BCRBUME
2020 AR B 3o BRI, o] A 00 3 Bl 0 ST SRR B 1) Ay 7 s o I I 1 2 2B . 497
Xu %5(2023) [6]MHF 7T B, 7 5K 0T AT 1R B (04 R LT T SR s ok i AR R . LRI, R X nT DUt
S A ) B 2 SR A LR . R 45 (2020) [71HIBIF FEIR AR I T 7 22 IR i S 7E T o 2R
SEAT BT BT B 5 R g . R @R EAAL, T TIR O IR AR AR T, R
SEAT RN AT BLANE Iem, FRTHRE RARIT S . kDb, Chen %5(2024) [8]1¢IF L U — 2B A 5T
T T A T B B QO S AT O, AR AR T BSR4 34E 36 2 DA I SR s ARV 9l 2 1R B R 1 AR Rl
A HTE S . Wang %5(2024) [9] 114 H /6 el 20 S 55 & i i EAMAE S BAR AR TR 2 MAFE HER R, N
SR T A6, ] ) ST o i 8 1R B 000 A0 R 07 SRR B A T LA

2.2. REF—H

I A AN — B AT N AT RS, 0V 9 W SEAT Dy T SR DA S A b R 38 7 A T IR
LRSI o HAZ Oy ST FRMMAAE TR v T AR R BUAS 5 WS PR A AE R 22, 3 BULEAS [R] IS 1) 100
FHIA) P37 A2 AN [\] i 4 (Laibson, 1997) [10]. X M i A A0 AE 22 Fh 22 5F D SR b #G BrAA I, R0FEH 2% . i
& B, WEA—EUR L T H Laibson (1997) [10142 H, At FH #E X ih 28 47 21 % £ (Quasi-Hyperbolic
Discounting Function) &4 i Fi i i 84 o 1X — B AT A L br ATIAT AR, JUH AR K
AT (Ainslie, 1975; Thaler, 1981) [11] [12].

IR B AN — 50 i 27 0 W SEAT D9 FR S W) 2 AR IAE P AN T 1D, 5 — D7 T T e R B R S B 3k
BB . FHOCHIEFUAR Y, T B 85 L8 TR I [ 25 B R I R I, 8 [ B SR 2 s, A1 T A A
IR L, Bk R 24T A I T (O’ Donoghue & Rabin, 1999) [13]. #ltn, T8 %% & 76 LA B 2> 5k
I} v i o Sk £l F 478 (Dellavigna & Malmendier, 2004) [14]. [AF#E, Jang Al Urminsky (2023) [15] R %
A TN 5 S R SR S AT AT 2 R Dl AW bk AN [R]ISF 8] B F8) I 55 LA R 222 S 1T 3 300 ) B TR AN — B R e 84T
PRl b 2 3 AT T sk A [ AR 2R RN 7 V2o BR ) o Jain AT Li (2018) [16]7 A X h Ze B RE Y , BRI [A) A — 3K
B 3 B0 9 3 AE VPl AR S S FH I R B 22, E T e LW SE e . Plambeck F1T Wang (2013) [17]4E
BIF SRR S5 VT Bl e RN 4 B TA) AN — S50 2 (S 45V 28 8 S A6 1) 3 30 ) R 9% 5 2 T AR T Bl

iR ZE 5 2 E B R IEHIRE 1 VI G, Daly %5(2015) [181iA N, HIRIEHIGE I HE KA B T B
(B AN — B0 S T2 B ) DSBS 25, 3 2 T 0 o7 s i DAHERAED, 32 1 A8 LB AN TR 2 ) o3 o TR
Amaldoss 1 Harutyunyan (2023) [19]7£# 72 Bl & & (Vice Goods) ) 5E I HEmE I 5, E 4% J1 Bk 9l
w2 IR A AR B FEE SRR . AR, — B R ROE TN R B, HIWSEAT A
2 S, AT S I A A A B TR AN — B
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55 AN T5 TR S8 AN SR LA R T 37 SRS B BN AS R o T S A8 I s B i SR B, T b Ve 2
(RIS RS — B AF a9\ 2% B Y , G I 0 B e A SR ms, DL SEIAE e KAk . 20, Li #1 Jiang (2022)
[201/EW FT 364 T 3 P R K B AN SR N HE S 249 O 8 AR AE IR RS — U B I, 78 2K 0T DR 26 i JE MK
(IR s AN SR, BB I e A I E SR R RS AT L 5| 59 R AR AT S AT, AN B A 5 (Kuang &
Jiang, 2023) [21]. HE—PHh, TEAS EIREUHEE J7 100, 7 2K nT DU o 20 SR 3B AR Sk SR ELH 9 35 10 I )
IR, DMRALE M FIE 25 5% . Raveendranathan 1 Stefanidis (2024) [22] 7R 5T 35 EEIME 08 K B 1 S
DRIEF i, SR I 2 e 5 R BT 23 BB TR A — 350 . RS (2024) [23]17R R BV & 15 B v 2
ST [ i 15 SR SRE, R SR HE O TR V4 2 T oK, g bl s HH B D & BRIV 2 B S A1) SRS

2.3. IRSREBUIR

BEE TR SIER KRR, BITBORVE NAE LIRS I B S 7y, 3B BOA AR A S
KA e R TR AN T 2 2 (T S PR SN 8, 38 B 00 R B 0 X 1) B BRI T 1 5. 4
71(Davis et al., 2018; Shang et al., 2017) [24] [25]-

IR BRBUR I 0] LA A LR 2R Y, AR RAUR R, M BR. AR TS5 (Maetal., 2020) [26]. 4
B RIS VETH 2 B IR TR IN SRAG R BUR K, X PP B S I8 1 R o i o 5 B O IR, eSS T
IV 23 O S UKy, 32 78 ) S 75 J (Hsiao & Chen, 2012) [27]. KEB 2 NN S HUR HAHEL, #7018
SRR BT 7 S B 18 LA (Altug et al., 2016; Chen & Chen, 2017) [28] [29]. J H. #5718 5REUEE it
L PR AL 7 B RTEE, SR K AES AR T 7 1 00 1 1R TR SR (Wang et al., 2019) [30]. A425ZiR
TRECR N B A RVFIRTE, BAARER AR X RE, A 0] 52 380N 2% i % (Wood, 2001) [31]. Chen
£5(2024) [814i & A KAT R, W TEAFEM RIS T, 7RI R 3K #7081 e
W, AR FRAE T EEREIRTE SRS R.

R BRBUCRANY P B M K3 P2 AR S 5o . S R E TS, BEAA IR TR EUSR R PR AICIE S ARG, 42
e ) ST BRI 7 B2 (Hisiao & Chen, 2012) [27]. #RTT, T %A IR SR B tH v] R 3 BblL 2 £ LR B AT
N, 3515 7 5K R 26 (Harris, 2008) [32] - X B A 1 & » 18 BRBUR k£ B8 i o2 B A 1T 756 44 77
B A AR BRI AT RE IS IR BT peAS, {HL [ I o RR AR el 2 R AN 1T 1 43 #0(Davis et al., 1998) [33]. [l
B, T T AR ARV Ol T SRR IR B AR 2 [R) 4R B4 A

2.4, BRR BV

E IR ST o B S SEAT s I RS — B i AOR BREUGR R TT 1 2 2R RS, BT BE |
IR R0 S LUK, DT TE RS 1 B DR i D P A 5 T T R 2 AR A S )
WP, FERADHT T HSAT NS RSB BB . A IR R S5 44 (R S TS o 223 (T WOE A S
B A BB A B, (EDN T 303 e BUEAT Do i 55 38 BRI PR SRTE RS A AN 2 o FEI [ AS
— BT, BT W FT S BRI B AR 5 ) PR SR R R R B 0 AR B R A S L AE T DR AR S5 A A
PSSP IR, SR 5 7 IR B2 45 & AU FORR D R A2 I ) AS — S50l e 3R B i
TR o T AR BR BCSROAIT 7 U 00 2 T SR 2 R (A R A 08 703 39) X Vi Bl 28 T K R 5 T AR ) B ]
SN, R I85> 76 FETH 98 AT Dy i S (Un i TR) AN — B0k )Xo O R ) 30 25 U 4 R

AT FAFAEIND EEAL: —RLFANEE R TR FTBOR B0H 28 H 1T VR IE, REEEIL RS
PE R BEARHE SRR R (i 47 22 7 5 BUR I E Z MR &R R IUA R R 2 RS 7%, ik
A B P8 AR KRS IR BT R I A — B A R SRR . A SCIsTReE T, R
() AN — S5 4 BV N AL R O ST 7, A P B BB AS R A, R Ge o M il 9 2 PR E A i 3R 3K
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SRS I AZ AL, BE— 2D Fa 7R I 1A) AN — E i f o 3B SRR A R i RIS — D7 R Ji& 147 A4
DR AE IR BUE BT FE U B AL, 53— T T O T AR Al St 2 A N L DUAIR B A S B B
AR AR BE | B St

3. =AU
3.1. [EEER

WEAE HL 0 95 B PR A e, Y 9l TR 7 i KT 22 S O AN B E R T )2 SR O L S SR AT D, B[R
W SE[R) — 7 it 1R 22N RCAS, UH 5 Ok B TG A it IR IR 81 2 AR o VH 2 RN BI B wT LU 7= o 5
B3, DR AT UM B0 B W S h (R DC AR 0, RIGRRIKIER g (1-0) .

VT I T BB AFAE IS i g SR A B e S A o 31 9 5 AE D SR Be s 7 A — TE RS,
HHRHEMSBA W, (we[0,1]) (Frambach et al., 2007), RV 9~ LI SK 5 AN B 2 B 477E (¥ I 18] f
AR AR o LU RIUSAS D, RIS 9% & A GR B B = A KR SR RRIOL, A 1 A s A R B 0t J LAY
Hho B E RIS R, SIS, R AR, TSRER, m A A ER
e, BT HACBROR B o 0 B I S B — PRI SE = AR o, URCBR S BN — RS i R m A
XFHEPISRTH B, T P A AR — B BOR =B BOR B T, A L W SEARAE P B — M T . AR —
FRCHE, T 2RV Bl o AR W SK B Bl i I SRS R B0 v o S GRS, ook BE ISR 9, EE T 2 AR AE
— BB =B B T, i A L A SEAEAE R B R BT, BRI B I I RN — B . T S A
IS T AN — B B (R 52 T, I SE R 3 5B BAT A AFE SIS TP J& < W 90 AR T BB BOa il R SR B BIE,
i e) T~ RIS 9% (a0 b 3l SE 22 AN ), T CEUSC SR B B AN R S s A RIS T- P T e £ 0R B, 3 80 2R
Z4i. Amaldoss F1 Harutyunyan (2023)F Kuang 1 Jiang (2023)F{IH R BE AT 1 B e (0,1] Fomii 2
5N BRI B EIAAE Z 7, FRABTTEA—FR 1. gk, 5T RERGEHME, T HRniRe
RO XS 2 DR AR RO, RIVER () AN — S5FeE R bk ™ o

PA_EAESE IS R fF 5 Ko e 1 fs .

Table 1. Variable symbols and meanings

®1 BEFSRAX

(i) RS U
B i B A —BUH (B e(01])
v T B 7R i B T R4 H
0 7= i UCAC AR
c FALA P A
t PR R AL BRAFARIR DR A RLAS (t < ¢ )
s AR BRIRE(s <C)
h IBTERRBUSA(h e (0,1])
k 15 25 Ak BB B PR 38 1) A PR A
w A
p a9 i TN
r HrIBHEH(0<r<p)

DOI: 10.12677/0rf.2025.154206 192 BE 51


https://doi.org/10.12677/orf.2025.154206

REMITR, HRIG

3.2. EFEXF

AR T BOE E R A SRR, S BUR R KRR, I X FOR RIS 2 2 AUR K Q
RS IRAR Ry B BT BURTH S E RS, T A R BB ARG 5, R SK O Sk S bR
Pl WK B R LY BUH 938 SR 7 2 1575 15 T A TN S22 356 O B i 48t
4. IR GRHE

ARG FEZR K P oF 1 938 Bk £ 0 MDA TE, 8 1 AL BT 2308 Q, #7204 R, #—1l
NS, WA B BIBLPURN 70 A AU — WK QS A At =W K QB. #B7) #.— =K RS
AR 730 Bl 5 5K RB .

41 £HE—ML QS

TH B A B — T SR B e AT R ks p AR AR w, BB S B —p—w . REEE I
PRGSO : S — B B2 7 AT S T, BOUCECECD) @, BEIE 228 S5 80 v o B8 A5 L 7 AR
HHUY, BN (1-0), THFIRITH NER, B4 7B B SE A 2w, IBTERRGURA b,
BJERE & MR v, Hbv>h (B FH S NIERT43) . i T4 B BU A I A — U
TP R E B A, DI A T R T 2 U SO A
Ugs =—P-W+6pv+(1-0)B(v-2w-h) .

XMTREME, WREES BN BRIt p, BRESBARA ¢ 58 BoliiebrBe, #7
A AT A U RN IR BT, I R AN AR BN s 25 7 i AT & TIUUTRIVE 2 38 B BT R AR (1-0) , RISER
FHRBURAE s » FFHF— I fh AR ¢ MUBSUARBEA t o T BB O ROV IE, RlU >0, 1551

-p+pv-(1-0)ph . T
W< 1+2(l_9)ﬂ _WQS _dQs’ ﬁtﬁéﬁ%”{]ﬂu%[ﬁ

os :[p_c"'(l_e)(s_c_t)]dos
4.2. 2TBERME OB

TH e 2 A A SRR B S R W SE = AR 7 i (A% 3p MISEAFRRAS w, I RN B0y —3p-w o
THRHE WL =P P BB TS, Pl T R X SAT IR A BUR S, HIAE BB Bl 908 R 5
SRR TR, BRA3 T AR SIS 2p 10772 T SRR A w AR BERRIBUS A h o (i T8 — B
B #8 2 A W 1A — B o0V B O R ARG, TR I R A R R I B A IO v RO BLE
Ug =—3p-W+Bv+28p—pw-ph

TR S, 9L T BB T =1 w315 3p » BREFPALEA 3¢ o IR, RFH
HH 7 il R SRR AR N (p—c) o TH U BT IR I, LI R ZOGRAFIR B0k ME 25, JRALBRPIR Bt
FE Al A 28, AT RVEREAR IR B B SERR AR RN (t—s) » sl PIAE ™ RIS 2p o [RIERU g >0, BRI

(3‘2f3;ﬂ V) s —dgy s B SRR O

w<_P

Toe :[3(p—c)+2(s— p—t)]dQB
WAL v>ho BT B B i o T R T o B B SRR AR
E A

S N p -p(3-2 -h .
T BT B TR AR F O E 1 Ugg >0, T w< 22O ALD) e

=W =d.n
1+ Q8 Tee
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Wi ko PGB o o), iy TP ALEN) gy,

1+ 1+p 1+p
-p(3-24 B(v—h P
%<O’ J—[:[:](-+—ﬂ)>0y {%?U(V—h)>0, V>ho

4.3. FPITE—ME RS

T B AR RSB B e S R RS p RIS w, BRI S BB —p—w . BEEE L
PIRIE L 25— G Dl 7= S AF A T, BPUCACRTh 0, DRI 2 E 3R 808 v 58 Al E B2 7= S AN
AT, BIANILAS (1-0), R T8, SRR RRZ, B 2 E UMK r, ™
AR (r— p) o AHEIRR B4 T B B AT A 2w, SR BRA h, 549 3608 M 3R A5 2L
v o [FIREFE NI R — B0 7 152 m, PRI Fs T ol 2 1000034 35OF DRE N
Ups =—p-W+0Bv+(1-0)B(v—p+r—2w—h). HFUg >0, TTLUEE p5r LR KM, B

plva-o)e-n]
1+ A(1-0)

MTREME, WHRFHARE B TR EIE 4.1 15, BEES (p—c) BFFE. 5 BBt
B, #7 AF A BTN AN IR B, BRI B S AR AN A s #5777 i AN 5 BUYIRIE 9 2 R 05 7 R 52 (1-0)
5N A, RO R ST R K r, HRSRAG T S T B p, AR R KRR

ﬁmﬂwuym_qoﬁﬁum>o,ww<‘pﬂm;g&?§&‘p‘mzwgzd%,ﬂ%%@ﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁn

s =[ P—C+(1=0)(s—c—t+p—r)]des
4.4. ST EERMEE QB

B e 1 SR ST B 5 ST P B e 3p RIS AR w o R AR BN —3p—w. i

O T (2 TR SRS, I T B ST R MR K, D7 B B 2R 15

SRR LR S, H T PR AANRK 2r ) [N A T S s w R SRR A h . [FOREBE it

I — SO TR0, SR T T 2 5 BUIR BUE U = —3p—w+ Bv+ 28— fw—ph . [ 4.3 1
2 —h

. wuua p< 22V

ST BRI S, 7 4.2 W% TR 6 7 b I (p—c) B2k 3( p—c) HIFLiE.
5 AURHOR I, PR AR O, AR G S A 2r AT I G A 7 52
bEARk J 2(t—s) . HIAEANE SRR M R (r+t—s) . FIEEUL >0, )

We ‘3"’*2/13:; PON) e _d . B SR RO

7o =[3(P—C)+2(5—1—t)]dgg
5. AEIRBUR S

MR IR PYANSEAKEAY, 3 IR KN A BUR S A BZ 0, A I TA) AN — B 2 520 R 7 2K
IBTRBRL %
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5.1. £ERMBUR
(e R KB WR Tt A 11 EL R TSR A
Uge =P+ @y +(1-0) f(-2w—hsv) « M5 FRH dg = POV o bt sty o

1+2(1-0)p
Ugg =—3p—-W+Bv+28p—pw-—ph, TR RN dos = —p(3—21ﬁ);ﬂ(v—h) o
+

el 2 EWURET, F— KT R R AR Py A2
. Pv-(1-6)ph+c—(1-0)(s—c—t)
Py = >
SR B X R R A 7 =[PQ*S —c+(1—9)(s—c—t)]dQ$ o
efelts, B0 AU SR R K AN PO A2
. Bv=h)+(3-28)(3c-2s+2t)

Fos = 2(3-28)

FHRL I KB AN 7o = [3(PQ*B —¢)+2(s— P —t)]dQB o

5.1.1. REEMBIRA R

LR R BURRURAS NS 7 ZR A R AR, WE B 1.
8P$ <0, 87r53<0; 8P$ <0, 8#88
oh oh oh oh

FEATHUR R N, W S [l 00 5K AR 3408 A% R B DR 5 38 B R AR 22 0 DA o 3K
R 23R TR SAS R e I, B — g SR B S S A s AR BT R o 3T A PR 3R B JRRAE 47
RN PR W SR IR AR, R TR R AR D o R R XA OB ARG T, N S B
AR BTRER, IR ARk, GRTTER. PRBHEEHSE, AT R IR GURRATRSAS SR A o[RS R SO SR
HEFEEN, FINGE SR BT REJRD, (HRERAR T AN T FE, B i AR 5 h 5 E

5.1.2. ICECHEEEAIFIT

ket % PR DL IR 00 P SR S R, LS 3 2,

X —E RSP KBOR T, HWEERFR—IGER, 7 5 UCRCRER R, 7 & e I FI TS
FEAMANEEMR . AR AEA S DA 55 AR, B B3R BN S i R . I AT B DR R v IR B 2R D
T HRIB B AR R (S —c—t < 0), [AIIA] B i 4 s M BT R T SR S B R o BRI G AR 42 AR 3R
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