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Abstract

Digital transformation represents the latest development trend in information technology reform,
serving as a crucial means for enterprises to gain competitive advantages and a key initiative for
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modern governments to transform into digital governments. This paper takes 2133 CSSCI docu-
ments related to “digital transformation” from 2018 to 2024 in the China National Knowledge Infra-
structure (CNKI) core journals as data sources, and conducts visual analysis using CiteSpace6.3.R1
software. It systematically sorts out the evolution context of China's digital transformation from di-
mensions such as the number of published papers, authors, research institutions, keyword co-oc-
currence and clustering, keyword bursts, and timelines. The study finds that: 1) Cooperation among
institutions and scholars is relatively loose, and exchanges and interactions between regional insti-
tutions and scholars should be strengthened. 2) Digital transformation has roughly gone through
three stages: “preliminary exploration - accelerated growth - steady development” and is expected
to make further breakthroughs with more high-quality papers published in the future. 3) Current

”» o«

research mainly focuses on subjects such as “digital ecology”, “small and medium-sized enterprises”,
and “innovation performance”, showing diversified expansion in directions like cross-domain col-
laboration and ecological operation. The research results of this paper have important reference
significance for further research and development of digital transformation.
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Figure 1. Publication quantity and temporal distribution of digital transformation research from 2018 to 2024
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Figure 2. Co-occurrence network diagram of publishing authors
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Figure 3. Co-occurrence network diagram of research institutions
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence map
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Figure 5. Keyword clustering map
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Table 2. The top 6 keywords by centrality in the digital transformation from 2018 to 2024
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Figure 6. Keyword timeline map
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Top 15 Keywords with the Strongest Citation Bursts
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Figure 7. Keyword burst map
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