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Abstract

Under the background of promoting high-quality economic development, improving corporate
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investment efficiency is the key to achieving optimal resource allocation. Based on data from Chi-
na's A-share listed companies from 2008 to 2024, this study empirically examines the impact of
corporate ESG performance on investment efficiency and its underlying mechanisms. The findings
reveal that strong ESG performance significantly enhances investment efficiency, primarily through
alleviating financing constraints and reducing agency costs. Heterogeneity analysis indicates that
the governance effect of ESG is more pronounced in non-state-owned enterprises with lower audit
quality. These conclusions remain robust after addressing endogeneity and conducting rigorous ro-
bustness tests. This research provides micro-level evidence of the economic value of ESG practices,
offering policy insights for guiding enterprises to pursue sustainable development and optimize re-
source allocation.
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1. 5|8

B AL A BL(ESG) B UL SRR AE 2 BRVE A TR DS, oA P ook T 82 i fiE 77 A SR BREATE
o SR RIS 1S “HEshabr o ekt it . JFomif e ® ESG R R E
Ky ARV ERAT AT RRS R R R A T ARG . R T TAE WA 2 IR E S R OO SR . PR
BORT M REIRIR R SEAEST, i ESG fE [ S IV E Z/E ] . ESG B & R AL AR SR £ 51 3 1 7]
I, FEEMBRY. HSTESIREEE2], XSmRS

SULRI, 75 2 3R E 225 s Y ) PR A R OGBS B AR R R B
RS E, sl e, . SR RIS . ST, TR E AR B E
R 51 AR BRI BB AT SRR A AT AU, OB 5 S 55 SRR ST I L GE. 4
b BB R A ot RGBT R A AR bR, AMUE S AL SE S RE ) S RKI B, thxl Bk
Tren iR R A TR X [3]. SR, Bl i s B AR, AQEE ) LS R BE 20K [4] 58 P 3R S B AR
FELGA I AFAE, R AR T P B A i A R AR, R B SR

M2, MR EAT ESG RERIRTHLR AR ? BARE AT A WL AR ARSI ? X 28 () b A £ 1

%,
2. XHERER

SARSCE VIR R SCR T ZA PIZESCHR, 55— RS0k E 22 0t st Al ESG RIS Ol MAAT I 52
Wi, BEFURM, RUFH) ESG SEEKREMS SRTI AL 55 SiRL (3], FFAT B T BRI AR B AR (4] 2D 4R
KIL, ESG #5504 BEAT IR BN AL I xR BIHTEZN[S] [6], I e 280t Ak A B AE B i
(7181 S3—J51H, BIAMMIRY R ESG fERl 13 5 R R P A Mt . FHEE[O1E X E A BT,
it T ESG B s R KU i A S A i . S UEIRIN, S8 ESG <Gl A R A (2] R AR B
R HTHT S 101 MERAT 1) 28R, B ESG HIZE MRSt 7 38 . 8 ROk B E R R A it
RAREHRBRK KR O W FOS BB AR K ML AT 7 2 4R, Ay HoR A
B WERE B SO M BOR BRI RME SR B 45 R WIMBIEE R, 25T BURANI 5E 1 2 0 il 4
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MR, TR E B RCR (4], T 58 3% (I BEA ST IR IR AR T, W Rl sl A "R B S
BB B ORY, XF Al P B R P AR [ 11 72 A IR B T, ARF BRI AR (3R HH U aT A D 3L
WHAEINLA], 200 RN & 3 3TN, BEMSTHE B AR [12], B HE I A5 WA 5 51 R 55t ok 5k i
2, (B AR 2 s B B EREE R R G 13]. BORZED N TR e BOR gl 48 7115 S Ak 2
REI. DAL RS, A RCORBIBEHL I A LSBT A R B R [14]. BEAL, ek REFH ESG &I
WAL SRR TR R [15] B85 S IE WIS MR B 2R 16], ML ST B T30 R 88
g, R ACRERTT R DN RG LR, KT RE RIS AR AEE R, BTVEHOR
FIMRE 5 N 5 T RREE Y ESG SRS

LR EPTd, DA SN ESG BRI AT A 7ROV AT T, (B BT ST BT ESE T
HG BB R RBNE, WAENLHI R 2 a8 . ST, ASCATREAAAE DL R A broaik: Ee, B
EA AN SCIREE T4l ESG BIF 7T 1A GO AR BRI, AEAS S AR B RO ) 1 2 Y A, R 22 e i A
B, WU ESG RIS B MR, £5 7 OA KB, £ RaMbaxtk e, BAT IR S0
BRI . Hk, MELBE 2R A PN ERE , IRAIRTT ESG RILFL M R RCR KA EAE B,
[ ORI AL A B R IR A T AT RO, 0 ARSR B A S 2 5F M PR R A TR 7

3. WS EMRRZ

RAFHIA ESG RIS B BRI H B A 2 4 B S0 4% . WRIFIEREAAL A, ESG RILR
S 16 Al e B B R 1) P 2 AR RN R 25 AH SC S B AT[17],  IXFhIC T B 98 n 4 A #5008 W o iR 45 B
PG RS PP HLEI[8]. MANEE RN NALAE, 156 ESG Pl i o5 B, BERREE 5k
AN E BAKTRR, (I BZ A G R E R R, b BRE B TR R T L 8ol B 5T
AR 15]. HIR, ESG 8se A Re 8 3R 15 30 2 KA E I T B bR, Fo e I 58 4 SCRF A Sms M4 Bt
PRAE AT R AR B 18] HIb IR AR 1.

Hl: KRR ESG RIAEHIE R E 2R .

MR A, ESG I i 22 fff ik 5% £ A RE e 43 55 ROCR I AL ) 32 AR IR B A T I 15 AL 1
PR E M T EE F[4]. RUFH ESG RIS LA RIS B8 AL 18 T Al B 45 A RV B e R ] R4 R e
W71, XPME SR BT A R 5T lAS, S Rhot 25 R 18]. fESRESRBURCRE T, mkReT
X ESG R 7 M Ak 45 T BEAL B E 0 2 4, AR SRR 2R . B (0 1A PN B8 fi 40 1 a LR AR 2] o
MEA S S, ESG R I FEACACRE AR THE B RCR LA T IARA e B 8 . 5831 ESG
TEHNE SR AT RS R R F S N A RS R G, B Z AT N EIA R AR, PR S — 2R
i) R 38 — AR ] UK R AE R R [ 16]. ZEWURIMLEI LT 7T, K ESG SR B HiZE &R, A LU#
EHEM S KA E R 2, BRI E T R[19]. ATk, smfIPER ESG 15 BBz ia il
JBCZR BE % SEAT R B A b iR B O S AR, X B B R TR R L2 3 AT NIRRT A R4
[20]. HHUEHEHRE 2. 3.

H2: ARk ESG 183 G2 fif fih 7% £ AR = 43 55 3008

H3: {2k ESG i i FRARARCEE ple A HE 02 80K

N

4. SCHERASR
4.1. TEEWNSHIEIRA

MR R N ARBER BT P (Invest) . &% Richardson [21 54 ALY I B0 4% B2 AR 1%
HEEIRY [ U P 4 AR ke 22 TR 2 S B #5571 5 PO B8 B8 K F0 v 2 A P B 22 A A R/ B2 R AR A
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BBUKT o BRETRT 0 Ron BB, T 0 RonB AL, AR Al 3B R R )
DA —— 120 5 BB TERCRIEFE R IE [ i oC R . BRI R A F -
Invest,, = B, + B,Growth, ,_, + B,Size,, , + B,Cash,,_, + psAge,

it-1

+pRet, | + B, Invest,, | + > Year+ Y Industry + &

Hor, Invest AN i 7E55 ¢ SERIARRCERILE s Growth BB AR, R B WSS UNIE KR &
Size NIBTFEHI AR, LIRS Lev MBI = FfHK T Cash B ANIEFH KT, XK
PG RSN 5 SRR 2 S s Age A ETTAEIR A E AR BME s Rer ARFEBZEI SR, DL
FERIHCRATE; Y Industry FVY. Year 43 3 947 b5 4 B T8 g 20 N R AR &5 & ABEALIRZ T

fRRAr . 2k ESG RIL(ESG). A CEFRIEIE ESG WM B A RAR &4 ESG RILIFEFE
HEAIE ESG WL N LR, MRE = 23514 C. CC. CCC. B, BB. BBB. A\ AA. AAA, #iT4 C~AAA
9O NEGUR KRG N 1~9. ZEAL Z ME 54 ESG 52T £ IU™ R IE A S5 &, Bl ME
WAL AR AT RE SR R AE T, AR (B N oR Al ESG 8 VAT 2 2 AR

PR, EmART15)%. FAUMMEH[16]. TR EHEERIEHI B R, BEE XK
YL 1 FR, fAYEST W% 2 Bios.

Hepokvg . R BB E T 2007 FI0E 7RIS THENL, R S BRSO R — 8o, ASCRL
2008~2024 4 A It BT AFUERTFEA, HRFERBATU T EL: (1) Ik ST, *ST EdiAF: (2) 4l
B 7 eI EEA s (3) BIBREIE G R T B AAEAR: () KRR T 1%H1 99%45 A #E LA X
Bl e . AT E] 41,496 MR W EME . A ESG PPEHE K H Wind fEiE
ESG ##i Fe, HARHE KI5 T E 28 % (CSMAR)Hf

M

Table 1. Variable definition
F1 TEENX

AR AR RS A € S5
FERE LB Invest B (1) 5k 2 4 i
ESG &I ESG AR AT 1 ESG PP MR E] K R 9 1~9
il A Size A B I AR
B i fi Lev CENYEE IY T
B P 4 R i 2 ROA ESIN IS AT SOPR
il bR Age il BTN 1 O #
B Q1H TobinQ (FUEBTE + RSB x BBGF T + UK EHE ) B
1Rt/ A e Cash P4 B IR N VAR R 7 ) £
TR Loss AR RN T 0 BUL, AIIEL 0
A I SOE A A H 1, JEEA LE o
4.2. HERgE

NIRAERR B 1, A SCREUZ Jlnl AL T Ak ESG U3 U3 A ISEMA/E R, IR A X 47 M 258
AR L RN HEAT P, B

Invest,, = a, + o ESG,, + a; > Controls,, + Y Industry + ) Year, + 41, 2)
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Horb Invest;, REAM AR F R, ESGi, FRFAM. ESG RIN, HREL ar RIARBRAN NS BEVR R 5200 2
Jio WIR o <0 HEZE, WEWRAE RLFH ESG RILAERE R m MBI Y. Controls; HIEHIAE R
Bo Yindustry FosATIVE E RN, Y Year o038 € RN, i, SIBEHLIR ZE T o

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. Mgt

AL, PR T faie 2 B/t F SN
Invest 41,496 0.037 0.050 0.000 0.024 0.951
ESG 41,496 4.115 1.119 1.000 4.000 9.000
Size 41,496 22.335 1.302 19.313 22.144 26.452
Lev 41,496 0.438 0.203 0.028 0.433 0.934

ROA 41,496 0.033 0.067 -0.416 0.033 0.255
Age 41,496 2.991 0.321 1.099 3.045 3.714

TobinQ 41,496 2.032 1.342 0.795 1.617 17.676
Cash 41,496 0.048 0.068 —0.226 0.046 0.282
Loss 41,496 0.151 0.358 0.000 0.000 1.000
SOE 41,496 0.361 0.480 0.000 0.000 1.000

4.3. EMEET

FAERNHLE RN 3 fiw. FI(O)EEH AT S A E 8, R AL 2 AR R . iR
ARG AE RRREEE, EHIQ)EFNO) PRI T A, ¥ iR, WrsiaiR. 05 Q A
AIRHERE SRR, R ER, LRGeS E, Ml ESG RIMEHREEITE 1% 8 EKF
TRFNN . EHANETEHALRS, ESG FhTHRECN-0.002, XFEIM ESG L& 1Fa R 1 A
BN, ARSI KPR I PR LD 0.2%. 145 RAPE SR T AT SR H1, B R 4P ESG %
DA BT AL AR 8 B, IR TR %

Table 3. Regression results

2 3. EA%R
1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Invest Invest Invest Invest Invest Invest
ESG —-0.003"*" -0.002"* -0.002"* -0.002"* -0.002"* —0.002""
(—12.04) (—9.43) (—6.64) (—8.62) (—8.24) (=7.21)
-0.001"*" -0.002"* -0.002"* —0.001""
Size
(-5.29) (—7.62) (—5.79) (-3.22)
—0.001 0.008""" 0.009**" 0.010""
Lev
(—0.82) 4.75) (4.86) (5.77)
0.057*"" 0.057**" 0.062"*"
ROA
(12.87) (11.93) (9.50)
—-0.009"*" -0.010"*" —0.007""
Age
(—10.29) (—10.60) (=7.79)
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0.001**" 0.001"*
TobinQ
(6.20) (5.76)
-0.012"* -0.014™"
Cash
(—2.93) (-3.32)
0.002™
Loss
(2.32)
-0.010™"
SOE
(—-15.96)
0.048™" 0.046™" 0.076™" 0.116™" 0.103**" 0.081"*
Constant
(51.28) (46.47) (14.68) (19.66) (17.04) (13.01)
Industry No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Time No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Adj R-squared 0.003 0.050 0.051 0.058 0.059 0.065
N 41,496 41,496 41,496 41,496 41,496 41,496

e OBUE NFREIRZM, "p<0.1, ™p<0.05, ™p<0.01.

44. BEMRELE

4.4.1. BERERTE

N SR R R AR R (R T 3R, AR SCHHARIIE ESG VR AR AT T BB . A S AL A B T [23] 1)
ik, RCRE: RmEH(A/AA/AAA)REN 3, 554 (B/BB/BBB)HUE A 2, &Ik (C/CC/CCC)
BE Y 1o 8 FARBE T R @A & esg, 4 HAE AL OMRAS B B AR E TR I JRAR &, 36 6 51(2)
JEoR T AE FZAR B VA SE 5, 5H0()IEHERA T ESG 1 25 SRS e 4 — 8, RUIEE T
frReA ) B TT R, ARSI IRIRAAE .

44.2. BRHBEETE

PRI REAZ AL, ASCIER I Biddle [24]55 00 2 il $5% 55 285038 1 77 725 R B B2 B Al AR b A 45t
K, BRI 4 5(3). Biddle B FRIAZ 0 AR S A MV R BT AP B KL 2Rk, a8 B
WNSG AR AR i 25X A BUTHR BT AT i858, BIUONARRGR ST, IRl B 3) Rl v Alk A IE 3
TG AT o Ho: Invest;, R NT] i 55 ¢ SERIGIASE, W IR E B o5 Al
KIRTE 7= ST B4 B DO AL B 7= R i & SalesGrowth—; 7/~ i TE5 ¢ — 1 AEHIETBEIONIG K2,
RN, &5 ABEHLIEZ) I

Invest,, = B, + p,SalesGrowth,, | +¢,, 3)

S5, AR FR A A B AN [E € RN S LR ESG Mt TH RELVIFE 1%k 7 ERZE . X
YEHIFE AR SE M R R AR RIS O , BABSF ESG F I Al S5 7] T BRAR Aok AR AR AR 58, 30k 1l
WL R

4.43. RTEHAXE

S0 R BRI K 251 /i, B &3 2020 4E LISk COVID-19 A3k P A S0 & s 4T R85
WA, AR Sl A o A 2278 PR B AN AT a5 A VRO, T RE S8 ESG RIS BT RCR MK R HH LR
WWE, ARSCHIBR 2020~2022 FHAEEHE T AZ AL TAFA TN FRABTRIEMRL . 4RK
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1, Ak COVID-19 MMM 5 ESG RN AR R R 2 1 1% 225, BRI IERT ST Fi 4518

Table 4. Robustness test

4. REMRE

(M ()] 3) “
e AmyE B R AR B iR A B A X []
Invest Invest Invest Biddle Invest
-0.0020"* -0.0021""* -0.0020"*
ESG
(=7.21) (=7.26) (=7.08)
-0.0027"*
esg
(-4.59)
AR Yes Yes Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes Yes Yes
Time Yes Yes Yes Yes
Adj R-squared 0.0631 0.0623 0.0657 0.0612
N 41,496 41,496 41,496 31,201

W OBE PR IRZEM, "p<0.1, ™p<0.05, "p<0.01,

4.5. REMKRIE
451. TEZEZ

EEXTs R AR R S B N AE TR, A% Benlemlih #1 Bitar [26] R 58 1% B[R] 47 B2 [R147 ML 411 B
H &l ESG RILAIIMEAV)IE RN THAE BT 2sls [H. AHERRZ TR S 0] 5e R RAT L IL[F b
M B MER BT BCR VAR T, BT SR B Belml VA it — 2D 4 74T - SR RE R E RN . 1% A LI
ST RUNERE B8 IR BT A AT M0 2 THT IR AR PRI 3R, 5 TR AR & A% ) T SR T L 2R, i A% & 7€ RN 5 ESG
MIRBNATRE . &5 FRER, F-MBEEAT 1V X ESG RN 11.92 HAE 1%/KF R, %
B T EAR B R A OGTE EOR s 28 B Belml A b, ATk - R EDE RN A, ESG KR %AN—0.0212
HAE 1%KV LR 0, SHMER SRR B, RIS T HATE S5 R R dridtis (047 ML= R A
RIS, SCRF 7 TRARAMEE. 75 BB IR R WG, BSG X ARRERBIEE MMl K

SRIEAE, R HI 153158030 .
4.5.2. BRPBETE

Table 5. Endogeneity test
=5 NEMRE

(1) @) 3)
T RAF &Y R AR A
F—BrE E B e — i 5 — 3
ESG Invest Invest Invest
11.92**
v

(24.82)
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-0.0212"*
ESG
(—12.36)
-0.0025"*
L1.ESG
(-8.41)
-0.0028""*
L2.ESG
(-8.70)
A Yes Yes Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes Yes Yes
Time Yes Yes Yes Yes
700.594
Cragg-Donald Wald F
[16.38]
615.750
Kleibergen-Paap Wald rk F
[16.38]
575.900
Kleibergen-Paap rk LM
{0.0000}
Adj R-squared 0.1499 0.2806 0.0191 0.0183
N 41,496 41,496 35,288 30,620

W OBUE NERUHERZME, [1BUEN p H, p<0.1, "p<0.05, *p<0.0l,

NGfE BSG HAEMCER T 2 M A RRAFE M R M R G R, A0 B R & ESG ¥ G —
(L1.ESG) i J5 i A(L2. ESG) AR R HEAT [T . % 5 55(2) GV R E R, #iE—1 ESG HIREHN
—0.0025, JiirJg —H ESG M R%CN-0.0028, PIFHIITE 1% M8 F MK FAM . Ziains A % T
ESG RIFETHEH, BT NGE L RMEREER, ARG T XA 55 800 A S .

4.6. HLEISHT

RUFH) ESG RILENS A [ 58 e 3R BRI B8 R SR FEAE FH db s mm v B 0 e, i 7 AR —
e BARE AR . WREEA ST, S8R 0B 27] [28)00M0k, a7 DA R E 5 %% ESG a0 il
Tok B AR Rl % 240 SRR SR AR AR R I JR AR TH AV AR BT 200 . Ho, Median N85, ASUKRIKAR R 5L A
I

Median,;, = B, + B ESG,, +ﬂ_,.ZCOntrolsi’[ +21ndustry+ZYeart +&, “)

Invest,, = 5, + 6,ESG, , + 5,Median,, + ) 6,Controls; , + > Industry + Year, +¢,, (5)

4.6.1. FBFLR
AT AE Y Fazzari [29158, R “44 8 - BLRBUERYE " BORAE K BSG RN Ak Al Bt 49 3 5
Wi o F T NIRRT A A i T NIRRT, 2 b BB R MR T Ak A BB IR, U AR AE R B2
RFEEROR, BIRIUONE R I8 - MUt BRI T .
Invest,, = ¢, + HESG,, + $,ESG,, x CF,, + $;CF, , + AControls,, + Y Industry + Y Year, +¢,, (6)

Hr, CF —RAEFHANENEREIFH, RE ¢ Rox ESG RIUM AR BT LR ML . £ 6
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F(FRE THBMASHES R, ESG 5 CF AT R N-0.0017, & 1%/KF N RE N7, W ESG
PRI iy 3 PRI T # Bt - IR U, Rk R 4P ESG R ILAEMS I N SNR Rl 55, 33 1T 2 A 4 Ml
PR . HIR, ARSCRH KZ fe BB H S E A B2 R, 5% ESG R Ae 5 18 1 S mih BT 29 I 2
B BCR IR T 35 6 )~ FIHR T T P KZ Fa 50 B kil 55 20 E b A R B SiE 5 8, 28
Q)FIAER BN, £ ESG X KZ BIFEIAS, ESG RECN-0.0446, 1E 1%/KF FREFNT; AR CHE—HHAT
Bootstrap £, A3 A—-0.0008 FLYE 1%/KF R &3, U R U1 ESG RILEEWE S il fhvt 21,
e AR R, ik H2 fE.

Table 6. Mediation mechanism of financing constraints

6. BABARBPAHH

1 (2) 3) “)
Invest Invest KZ Invest
—0.0015™" —0.0018™" —0.0446""" —-0.0013"*"
ESG
(=5.17) (=7.20) (—8.99) (=5.65)
—-0.0035™""
KZ
(=7.94)
—-0.0017"*"
ESG x CF
(—=3.57)
0.03802""*
CF
(2.07)
AR Yes Yes Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes Yes Yes
Time Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ind_eff (P-val) —0.0008™"
Adj R-squared 0.0834 0.0631 0.7869 0.1359
N 40,615 41,496 41,496 41,496

W OBE PR IRZEM, "p<0.1, ™p<0.05, "p<0.01,

4.6.2. RIS

FRER A AP AE T B T 8O R VRTEA R E 2 MR E A AH . EHEN TIERN AR, A7
R FE R T T — S RO H 1 2T b K R 2 B A R R BT ML 2, AT 52 M £l i B Ak 438 %
R[] BT ZFFEBOIMARHE AN E T, ASCRHEBEEHEE DAL R, £ 7 H(1)~3)5
SESE R RoR, ESG HARFRMA RIE 1%/KF FRE MM, B ESG RILAT DL B/ EE
FRASRARA AL I HE B2 203, i H3 15F. M FEIRINH, EFKELMEHHIRE - T HHFS
R E, WP B S B RN B, BRI T Jesi il e FIPAT VA A, 32 1 Bk )is s
A, MEFKE LSEEWIREG — LA i r QB B4 7] BN . 6 7 55(4) (5)FIHR S THIRZE &,
FEWIRA —2H, ESG REN-0.0010, {XAE 10%/KF FRE; MAEMNIRGELA, ESG £2%05-0.0019, 1£
1%7KF T2 9o, RETEAEE ) S0 ™ E IR B, R ESG R ILAR 0 58 N 835 142 =
Al 4 HE 3R
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Table 7. Mediation mechanism of agency costs

F 7. RERAH A

1) 2 3) “) (5)
FEAR ES(EF AFEAR IRG— IR B
Invest Mfee Invest Invest Invest
-0.0018™" —-0.0026""" —-0.0015™" —0.0010" —-0.0019"""
ESG
(=7.21) (-9.14) (—6.09) (-1.82) (-6.35)
0.0176™"
Mfee
(3.22)
AR & Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Industry Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Time Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Ind_eff (P-val) —0.0003**
Adj R-squared 0.0631 0.3632 0.0838 0.0904 0.0832
N 41,496 41,496 41,496 11,077 30,419

W OB NFREIRZEM, *p<0.1, "p<0.05, “p<0.01,

4.7. RERMESHT

4.7.1. BEAUER

A G At EA 5 AR E A AT R 708, 455807 8 51(1) (), ESG &I HE EA Ak #2 5%
R R R T A Ak sz . JEEE A EE S EEARAR S, GBS RiE, Bt
RE % B A i A 7 7 7 FOR 2 AH OG8RI 7 3K, IX O HLAE ESG 7 T4t 1 e RARH . AEEAA Al 5 nociE
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