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Abstract

This study takes the academic literatures on brand co-branding indexed by China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI) during the period of 2000-2025 as the research sample. On the basis of sys-
tematically sorting out the prevalent brand co-branding models in China, a three-tier classification
framework of “Scenario-Resource-Driver” is constructed for the categorization of such models, and
the evolutionary trajectory of brand co-branding marketing is further delineated. The research
findings reveal that: (1) Six models including the Guochao cultural model, the time-honored brand
renewal model, the new consumption scenario model, the smart digital model, the ecological health
and wellness model, and the reverse co-branding model have become the typical brand co-branding
models in the Chinese market; (2) The prevalent brand co-branding models in China can be classi-
fied into six general types, namely the online virtual type, offline physical type, IP-driven type, cat-
egory complementary type, cultural symbol type, and ecological co-creation type; (3) The develop-
ment of brand co-branding marketing has undergone four evolutionary stages: the germination
stage, construction stage, innovation stage and deepening stage, presenting a developmental trend
of transformation from simple single symbol superposition to diversification, digitalization and
value co-creation. Moreover, the upgrading of consumer demand, policy support and technological
innovation constitute the core driving forces for this evolution. In the future, research on brand co-
branding marketing should focus on breakthroughs in such directions as the copyright ethics of Al
co-creation and the cultural discount in cross-cultural overseas expansion, so as to provide more
forward-looking practical references for the sustainable development of brands.
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Figure 1. Overall analytical framework
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