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Abstract

Based on the provincial panel data of China, this paper constructs a comprehensive development
level index of internet finance from the two dimensions of financial development and internet de-
velopment by adopting the entropy method. Taking insurance density as the explained variable, it
empirically tests the impact of internet finance on insurance density, and conducts robustness
tests and heterogeneity analysis. The benchmark regression results indicate that internet finance
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significantly increases regional insurance density. Robustness tests, including replacing the ex-
plained variable, excluding samples affected by public health emergencies, and lagging the core ex-
planatory variable by one period, all confirm the above conclusion. Heterogeneity analysis indicates
that the promotional effect of internet finance is more pronounced in economically developed re-
gions and areas with high human capital. The research conclusions provide empirical evidence for
promoting the integrated development of internet finance and the insurance industry and improv-
ing the multi-level insurance market system.
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1. 5|8

BEE BT RS SRS R R G, TR G B B (R SRR, IRZI L 4t
ek AIBATHR . REIE iR R EEA R, Aty RIEEH. NEEN 5% s
SEIRATIE R AR . PRI B FE AR N T AR L R e it S Ak S (RIS I B B R bR, K KB L
SR 26 52 50 .

2R, E R R PR S N G R R IR Z AR AR S o SRR, E ORI AP T R
TR TR 223 AN A 1 R AR A o LB A v A e A PR Sl BT AR R KB 8 70, e B AL T
WHZIALIIT R, SRRt 7RISV, 3R 1 ROV XS IRE S, A B TSI At 2R
PR R o BRI 1] (2014) 3 52 AF- ST TR 0 < Rttt DR S b X S 1k 52T, 70 A LB I < R o] O
PR BEE M RS E IR R i SALE, AT TR BV SR XU 4R S RTIE PR I
FRIEH[2] (2016) T ZA 4R T HLIKMI G R R Se it 57 AT 55, 545 i B TLIDR I g R T PRl e e
0L, Fi5 B G Rh A AR RRE . BRI AN 2 5 A RBON 5 5 . fi)a NFEAR AL e tR L
M J = ot LI RS 55 3 iR M A U AR TS T PR Y T A RO R . S5, MER(3] (2017)
FEREEXIIRR R, AT AR ] 73 A LI R DR (X 37208 22 57 S K 7. SR I R JRE s«
PR A BT fE AR SRR, B DO RIS AL, D9 RORE I X AR FE IR 0 48 )
PRI R R ZERRAR B, TVE[4] (2018)7E “ ELIR I PRIG 2 =] (M 7347 7 rhdath, I ORI AT Lk 3e
PRI E B, BRI, FRIRE R A, a9 CRISD A B IR, (2t R BT . 32145
(018) T Z A T ALGHIRIG MY = KA R, 7= B — . BRI S . IRSS BURE R $i H ELIR ) e R
Jr%&, b A A B LI ) SE I TE R AR 4R Sl . TTEUR(6] (2019) F G000 M ELIBK I e Rl % 4t
RIS RIBOE RN, R AT AL R B I B4R, N HIERM ORI AU R s UFT R fE LG
2%, FIER[7](2020)FIH] G-C-C BERLAATF 7t T IR R g R T 35 ] O 562 b AR RUBSE HR R808E, - 41 HY 24 LB
W el Ack T USRS I He e S RIS R A Ji 5 RN 30 2 38 T DR B8 Mb  JRURSE P I M 7 27 A 42 )
TR o < oot L U A% 5 3R RN, @S5S XS TR . Ak, DR8] (2022) B IRGE 54T
b i R SRR 5 Ry T R, R e b o [ ORES Fir AE A FE B B S e g SR, DR AT LA Fe R it R
W HTHESE . WA TS AT AL T R 5 A R B B, Wi ey i F AL BN A
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JEEERZ IR i, AT R R I T AR . XIERHFR 9] (2022)i8IE &0, A EL AT PAK AR
VU BEE BUFR AR, 383 K €8 DR B 23 B A7 ORI K S 52 i BT 35 R b ik R B, ORI IR R SR AFAE A 25 ()
AP, TEARFHL X R 5y R4, 1 1 0 X (%) ORI PR R R A 2 o G 2 (R P A5 75 G A 20 4 X (1)
PRI () R FEAH ELRZ I, 2% Hh X 285 R 3G 4K 2 0k J a0 b X1 BRI 1) R JR 7 A A TR R, s CR I R 117 =% (1)
ZRY K. BTN ZEEFEE LA ) il A R 5 w2 e ik s X RIS B R e . 25
JR[10] (2022)F ZEMLRES M BEH R, $ AR DREG 8 W] 488 AR I & I i, B S AR AL RIS = s it
FEABET EERFEAL, @ERRE T A I REIARE, AR E G SRS
55, WAL TREARSERESE, E4[11] (2023) LA AMBEIEIS . A 5B S E N EIR ST,
G3 BT BRI R e s i AV OR B R AR s ORI A BT AL ORI 5 ELER I R R BIDIRBEAT 20 A7, B Hh 24
e LIRS R, 56 3 LI X S 18 it 2 2 o

DL 2 AR B A i ELIPEO G R 4 B R B (s, e /b A Gl 5 IR I L 4 P
SR DN RE LR G R i FR/K P o BTG, RSO BRI &l R R SR A abn,  ROUE S H ORI 25 B (1)
SO, HERN GRS R R R U I T, BRI SR A SRS

2. BRSO SMRRIR

w1 s, #ub®) 2023 412 AR, FRE R R R ENE 10.92 12, FHEET 2022 4 12 Ak
T 2480 Ji N, HIRMIE K FRIEF] 77.5%. HAr, FHURN AL 9.8 14, AT HEIX (1) 4 B RHIUAR tH7F ik
K, BZIEF 3.2614, BT 2022 FREMT 1788 Ji .

120000 90
80

100000
70
80000 60
50

60000
40
40000 30
20

20000
10
0 0

20144F 20154F 20164F 20174F 20184 20194 20204F 20214F 20224F 20234
AN ERABUTTN) e FLIE X 2 5 (%)

Figure 1. Number of internet users and internet penetration rate in China from 2014 to 2023
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2.1. #igintls: FRRESEMASHERD > RH

PG ORIV AC AT I ™ S F A BRI B — | BE A M VER ST FLIR G R /N
WA TR A% JR . G, BB 6 B E RS T E RN TR, @i KBRS EER R, R
6 23 W) e AR A SR B FE 43 R AR RS AR 5 8 38T A5 2, 48 e St 22 S AL B A S R T 4
AR A G IRAS . FLk, B EBOR M T840, B R AL ORES ™ d G Biltn, i
SERIE 1B B IS B A AR T BRI B SRR A, 1R AT SRTE N B A S 7= i TS R P
FEL ST BRI R AEAFOR P S0 5 B s iR Ak, feAb T2 307, i 4 1 RIS A
A RIEE A . 5Kk T AIMITF(2024) IR FL R W], Hrr e br il 48 m ORI h A e (R Gkl 5 N3
KAEPLE, 52 e 1 ORBL A R -

2.2. BKIHHH: RAEFIESHLBETK

TE 7R, I & flulid 2 EIRER R R B, BT G0 T SRR AY S
W s AR, AR R R IX R B R A N DTS G i IR 55 1) “ K BRHA Y B UGRAE R K TR IS AR 55
AN, 8B TRE SR, 8, Bahsift. mERER. BRI ROAR A R K AR 73 9%
HIIAE G ARG PSR I, ORBS A S BB 26 T IR AR AR o B B AT SE I 46 LA, REIRFA T8
L. B=, BRI SR BARIK. FFOEH. WL RIGIRES, 2E T HERAS K
W NBEAA R o I i 5 3T R T, R TR T B 8540 AR FER I, Bt B 4 mlud i 42 1= 4 il
A A BRI R R BEWON, RE RS 7 RERIRR 2 5. 2013~2023 47, T B LRE
PRI 290 1270 K 5 4948.6 1270, FIEEIGKEIL 32.8%, 2022 FBFER R 10%, 7857 EIE
T SR R RO

2.3. REIR

BT IR A, TR e o DR B 3 R R RE R AT I 2 Ak AR STl — Rl TR REi R
FrRIEMEAE R RIS TR Rl 4 st & BB RIS A SRR . SRR IR — IR b i o Ay
ft, et By e R R R RIS R R MM . HEibt, ASCHR I LR RO SR

H1: TR SRR KTy, 1t X R 6 3 P e

H2: TR < R0 ORI 5 52 A AR BEAE IR 22 T AT L XA iy N B AR i [X B N 225

3. BEkIRE S EIER
3.1. HiEkiR

AR IR E 31 MEPATEIX (A SR G HX), FEAXIAER 2011~2023 4, FEARKHE K
VR B TR B 5 T B e, e GRS AT MU AR S a1 Pl 5 < B B R B T ST
PPl e A GuTH s IR < R A R B R T B UK S 80T R E 78 rh o R AT R B UK S BT
HEREE 20 ZRAT. N0 RS RIE T E X SR .

3.2. TEIER
IS BRI FEAE N AR AR &, W X AR IS T I A SR AR E o WD R AR 9 IR I < i A e

'https://www.nfra.gov.cn/

*https://idf.pku.edu.cn/
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KV SRR IR e A e 5 TR A S P AN FER S o L rp i R RS I B R A7 AR, B
ARA AERBC B ARG BB R UL IR I 98 e N ELIBR I J 2R | A% 3 T R AN
KIBCHL B KL B RRIENATTR A B=r kbt WMBCSCR IR 2K A
WA RAFTIRESE . AR AT 5 WL 1R,

Table 1. Selection and explanation of variables

=1 BERNEEGR

AR R AR BT fhiy 5 75 =X
TR 25 insurance JEARB AR SR YN AEAR T AN D
IR R K F of RSG5
WSS IR gov WA L — PR T 5t/ X A 7
LRI eco A GDP Bt %
221 Bk T con S B T R X A
=2 ] ind 5B = 0/ X A 7 A
NITBEAIK hum AR AE N BB
XA IORR open (PRADHE R < S&TTxt A R L)/ X AR ™ il
4. BITBHHR

4.1. fEREgt

N E AR AR B A RE, TSRt FEAR TR M E G, SRR 2 PR, st
S EIR, PR EEYIEN 0.2271, FR#EZE 0.1791, H/ME 0.0246 Jiot/ N\, &KAE 1.4660 Jit/ N, #
A X (RIS 2 AR R 22 7 . BN & RIAME 0.2652, BBERE S . HAeRHASEisEZ R b T
HELXIE, Ttk w e, FEaREZEME 5RATIR BIEL, IR G5 .

Table 2. Descriptive statistics

2. kgt

&) 2 3 “) (&)
VARIABLES N mean sd min max
of 403.0000 0.2652 0.1430 0.0211 0.8712
insurance 403.0000 0.2271 0.1791 0.0246 1.4660

eco 403.0000 10.9087 0.4763 9.6878 12.2859
ind 403.0000 0.5014 0.1824 0.0381 3.4243
gov 403.0000 0.2831 0.1994 0.1049 1.3262
con 403.0000 0.3875 0.0797 0.1747 0.7188
hum 403.0000 0.0211 0.0062 0.0080 0.0437
open 403.0000 0.2582 0.2654 0.0071 1.3892
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42. BXMESEHENHLRE

NI HI W AR B [0 A GG R, A SO = EAR T 4T Pearson AHICTES T, 45 R U5 3 Fi7R . Pearson
ARG IR I, HLI0E X 4 k-5 PR G255 FE AR 96 RN 0.6007 (P <0.01), ¥I2P3CFE HI; & REAKTE. A
JIGEA . XA IR FE 5 R % P 35 2 25 TEAH O, W12 0 Uk EL I <5 o) OR 6 % B2 R dE AR, e
5] U BEAE GV S

Table 3. Correlation analysis

3. AXMDH
insurance of eco ind gov con hum open
insurance 1
of 0.6007"** 1
eco 0.8149"* 0.7555"* 1
ind 0.3082"** 0.1718™* 0.2998"* 1
gov —-0.2696™" —0.3865™" —0.3589™" 0.2214™ 1
con -0.1029™ —0.0039 —-0.0897" —0.0371 -0.1319™ 1
hum 0.4699™* 0.3223™ 0.5408™" 0.0693 —-0.4337" 0.0563 1
open 0.5371"** 0.3469"* 0.5946™* 0.2073"** -0.3276""  0.0149 0.2349"* 1

#E: ™P<0.01, "P<0.05, "P<0.1,

RIS O T 8 2 SRR ME S EUS THW IR, BEAT T ZIKD 7 (VIF) RS . A Iesi RUNE 4 o, &
Jr Z IR T (VIF)MEY 1.68, AR T 10 (il FE, R B (M AF A ™ B 10 2 S 7, mT DLk
— B ISR B

Table 4. Multicollinearity test
4. ZEHEMRE

Variable VIF 1/VIF
eco 4.890 0.205

of 2.810 0.356
open 1.820 0.549
hum 1.780 0.562
gov 1.680 0.594
ind 1.290 0.775
con 1.070 0.935
Mean VIF 2.190

4.3. ZEEYISHR

35 BMERNASE R T R, RS X 550 b e N 5, BB SR R T 1%5 5% /K FTFEEN
1E. FI(D)ARMAIZEHIAZEN RECN 0.6379, FIQ)IIANIESIZ & RECN 0.2141 (P <0.05), B BB 4
fil R R PRI RS, H OT
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Table 5. Benchmark regression analysis

F 5. FERVEASHR

(1) )
VARIABLES insurance insurance
0.6379"*" 0.2141™
of
(6.5212) (2.2761)
-0.0103
eco
(—0.1898)
—0.0422""
ind
(—2.5800)
0.2493**
gov
(2.2707)
-0.0394
con
(—0.7789)
-11.9700"*"
hum
(-6.0942)
-0.3269"""
open
(—=7.7060)
0.0579" 0.5861
Constant
(2.2175) (0.9690)
Prov YES YES
Year YES YES
Observations 403 403
R-squared 0.9053 0.9368

#E: P <0.01, "P<0.05, 'P<0.1,

FEAZ RS RT3 T 7 M S5 A T 2500 ORI 5 J8E 52 08 3 SR TR R ) 5 IV RS 70 B 6 3 1 [ S R o 5 5
NI BEA G AN IRORE PE S5 25 Al ORI 3 PR G, v DO N o HL 25 B 1 UL IR AU e 0 5 22 e e
RN, R Tl R L R A T C B SRS 7B AT s A L DR S 7 i TR il — S AR 5%
RN XEAMFBOINRE T E ORI T 584, B AR B S, SBUTWALEAR TR, 548 T
7 QU S IR R W . 5i4h, ANRAEERL . RRARAE T84 P AT SR A A% S BRAS A AT RE X
A AR A R R B Y RIS ORI a7 AR b . MRS R, R*IAE 0.9368, Ui
HR TR g T i o

44. RREAERLE

NERE R ATEE, ASCN =TI R, RIS RWE 6 P, HAERPMREERE, D
JR RIS DR BRSN T ACTG) B AR IS 2 B, 15 21 B il & R 7KSF RE0CH 0.8697 (P < 0.01), 45 A i
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SR RIBRRFIRFEA, BIEA T 5w, MR 2020 FRR AL TAERAVIINEE, FEARLR 372,
of N 0.2107 (P < 0.05), RENNSARAZL; e o5 — WA B, K ELIK R e A J /KT s — 34,
733 Lof RH0CN 0.2834 (P <0.01), ZEff S AP RKIN LN, Z5KIRERL

Table 6. Robustness test
= 6. FREMAIE

(1) 2) (3)
VARIABLES AR R AT R e — W
0.8697" 0.2107"
of
(24.5415) (2.1062)
0.2834™"
L.of
(2.6427)
-0.0017 -0.0107 0.0022
eco
(—0.0839) (—0.1868) (0.0339)
—0.0043 —0.0456""" —0.0400""
ind
(—0.7024) (—2.6796) (—2.4195)
0.1129"" 0.2387" 0.2575™
gov
(2.7303) (2.0559) (2.2564)
—0.0486™ —0.0354 —0.0427
con
(-2.5511) (-0.6558) (-0.8235)
—0.2799 —12.3265™" -13.1175™
hum
(—0.3783) (-5.9079) (—6.3059)
-0.0134 —0.3350"" —0.3088"*"
open
(—0.8392) (—7.2754) (—6.3500)
-0.1141 0.5977 0.4656
Constant
(—0.5006) (0.9392) (0.6606)
Prov YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES
Observations 403 372 372
R-squared 0.9651 0.9323 0.9382

#: "™P<0.01, "P<0.05, 'P<0.1.

4.5. BERM

7 TR I o BRATHRAE M X A2 77 S AE A hum A BOHEAT LR . 25 R KT R %
X AR P2 A AT B 2, AP OB HE X BRI 4l 2 %1 0.3480 (P < 0.01), EFANIE; RAEIEHX RE
AN E . RIAL TR AT, FIDE S oot PR T34 W RE RN R « A\ 77 B AR S5 M 4% hum A7 50004,
RN JJBEARHIX of REUH 0.2356 (P < 0.01), RAJIEAMXARE, HHERBEEKFSSmMERE
Tt AESERA ELE I S b R RIS (R 3E 2008 . H2 45 B 5HIE
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Table 7. Heterogeneity test
Fz 7. REMKRE

(1 ) 3) 4)
VARIABLES LU RIEHX LU R R IEHIX RN BEAX NI B A X
0.3480™" 0.1360 0.3275 0.2356™"
of (3.3404) (1.0413) (1.6431) (4.9717)
0.3959™" —-0.2482"" 0.1298 0.0848™"
e (9.4813) (-9.8791) (1.2867) (6.3843)
) 1.1299™ —0.0011 —0.0085 —0.0213
ind (8.7211) (-0.1654) (-0.1330) (~1.3805)
0.9641""* -0.1122* 0.0419 —0.0058
v (3.3286) (-2.4240) (0.1612) (-0.3383)
—0.3465™ —0.0809"** —0.0659 -0.1788""
con (-2.1763) (-3.2821) (—0.8554) (=3.7426)
2.4865 4.4027" —-21.4154™" 3.9986™*
hum
(1.0415) (3.7158) (—5.7803) (3.0299)
—-0.2837"" —-0.2245™* —0.3859"" —0.0062
open
(—5.3490) (—6.8866) (—6.1237) (—0.2983)
—4.8172"" 2.8126™ —0.5494 —-0.7922"*
Constant
(-9.7749) (10.1606) (=0.4777) (=5.7771)
Prov YES YES YES YES
Year YES YES YES YES
Observations 201 197 200 202
R-squared 0.8304 0.9780 0.9543 0.8522

#: "™P<0.01, "P<0.05, 'P<0.1.

5. R 5EW

ASSCARY T IR 0 < A FR Xk DR G Ml A PR RIS, T 7 ¢ B LK 9 < A ox e [ (R 66 5 P LA

FHILFRM, BT HOR S SRR SR & A RO T RIS FR, HEshREL R R e RN Fa et 5
UESESS R AR, HHARE. BIERerd . WR OB ARG, RFERHEY R, TR Rl et
ML RIEMIX . AN BAX R, XSS ERER. STk, RAOTEBR LI Gl
SRS, SCRREHUIE IR . N TR AL st FEE 5B B, 00 B R
WA . St ZE AR R SRNG,  [R 22 B RORIE s XU B v e R SRR 0t DK 28 2 s SRR,
A /NX AT o RIS SR T e R Al IR 5 ORISR, T J el 5 PR EG JR A 2, 3R N JTBRAKCR
oS RN RBE BOR S R AL E B RJa R ERN B e SRR, @ mikm s
R ORESE RN, MBI B Y,  SFAEAN R A R Gk KU R -
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