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Abstract

Taking 13 prefecture-level cities in Jiangsu Province in 2023 as research samples, this paper proceeds
from the underlying logic that public culture empowers tourism development. An evaluation system
for public cultural supportis constructed from three dimensions: cultural resource endowment, public
cultural services, and fiscal guarantee for cultural and tourism undertakings. Meanwhile, an evaluation
system for tourism development covering 12 indicators is established in three dimensions, namely
tourism resource endowment, tourism market scale and tourism industrial support. The entropy
weight-TOPSIS method is adopted to calculate the comprehensive development indices of the two sys-
tems, and the coupling coordination model is applied to quantify the synergy level of the systems. Re-
gional comparison is further conducted to reveal the spatial differentiation characteristics of coupling
coordination. The results show that the comprehensive scores of public cultural support and tourism
development in Jiangsu Province in 2023 present a gradient pattern of Southern Jiangsu > Central
Jiangsu > Northern Jiangsu. Suzhou and Nanjing take an absolute lead in both systems, while four cities
in Northern Jiangsu score low synchronously in the two systems. The provincial coupling coordination
degree ranges from 0.2017 to 0.9133. Only Nanjing and Suzhou achieve high-quality coordination,
whereas Huai’an, Yancheng, Lianyungang and Sugqian in Northern Jiangsu are in mild maladjustment,
with obvious north-south spatial differentiation. Historical and cultural resource stock, fiscal invest-
ment in cultural and tourism public services, and high-grade scenic spot resources constitute the core
driving factors of coupling coordination. Insufficient channels for transforming public cultural re-
sources into tourism products and unbalanced allocation of public cultural resources across regions
are the major constraints restricting the coordinated development of Northern Jiangsu. From the per-
spective of public culture, this study fills the gap of existing research on cultural-tourism integration
which overemphasizes the industrial economy. Differentiated optimization paths are proposed for cit-
ies with different coordination levels, providing empirical evidence for the high-quality and balanced
development of cultural and tourism industries across Jiangsu Province.
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Table 1. Evaluation index system for cultural development subsystem
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Table 2. Evaluation index system for tourism development subsystem
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Table 3. Comprehensive scores of cultural public support and tourism development of 13 cities in Jiangsu province
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Table 4. 2023 coupling coordination degree and grade division of culture and tourism in 13 cities of Jiangsu province
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