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Abstract

Fourteen karst projects have been listed in the world heritage list. South China Karst is distributed
in Chongqing, Guizhou, Yunnan and Guangxi. Since the successful application of karst heritage
sites in southern China in 2007, due to the rapid increase in popularity, each heritage site has be-
come a hot tourist destination in recent years. Local governments vigorously publicize the herit-
age sites as commodities to obtain economic benefits. However, due to the nonstandard construc-
tion and management of heritage sites, there are many problems, which lead to the destruction of
karst ecosystem and the reduction of biodiversity in the heritage sites. Therefore, balancing the
development of tourism economy and sustainable development of ecological environment is one
of the urgent problems to be solved. This paper briefly describes the characteristics of global karst,
according to the threats faced by karst heritage sites, puts forward strategies for sustainable de-
velopment of karst environment, provides suggestions for balancing tourism economic develop-
ment and environmentally sustainable development, and tries to balance the ecological environ-
ment destruction of heritage sites caused by overheated tourism development.
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Figure 1. Distribution of Karst world heritage sites in the world (base map
from the official website of the ministry of natural resources)
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Table 1. Comparison between South China Karst and global karsts in the world heritage list
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Figure 2. The number of tourists from 2008 to 2014 of heritage sites of South
China Karst (source: according to the statistical bulletin of the Regional Sta-
tistical Bureaus)
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Figure 3. Statistics of tourist growth of heritage sites of South China Karst
from 2008 to 2014
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