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Abstract

The ancient town of Heshun in Tengchong, Yunnan Province is an important commercial station on
“the Southwest Silk Road”, it was an essential stop on the ancient southern land “Silk Road” that
connected Sichuan, Yunnan, Myanmar, and India, etc., with a history of over 600 years. From the
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perspective of world heritage, this paper analyzes the authenticity, integrity, and coordination of the
characteristics, ancient architecture, and historical and cultural resources of Ancient Town of Heshun.
Through comparative analysis of ten ancient towns worldwide that are recognized as World Herit-
age sites, including their geographical location, selection criteria, inclusion time, and heritage charac-
teristics, it proposes suggestions for the protection, management, and sustainable development of
Ancient Town of Heshun, and identifies the selection criteria that qualify Ancient Town of Heshun
for World Heritage status, with the aim of exploring the possibility of applying for World Heritage list-
ing of Ancient Town of Heshun.
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Figure 1. Geographical position map of Ancient Town of Heshun
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Table 1. List of cultural relics protection units and protection at all levels in Ancient Town of Heshun
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Table 2. Comparison between Ancient Town of Heshun and foreign ancient towns on the World Heritage List
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