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Abstract

Based on the theoretical framework of social currency, the study provides an in-depth analysis of
the communication dynamics of online meme culture represented by cat meme on social media
platforms, and explores how these communication activities shape and influence the socio-cultural
landscape. Through a comprehensive analysis of existing literature and logical reasoning, the
study reveals how cat meme, as a core element of contemporary youth subculture, circulates and
accumulates social capital in online communities by virtue of its unique social values, such as its
sense of humour and empathy, and thus contributes to the confirmation of individual identity and
the formation of group cohesion. The study traces in detail the complete chain of cat meme from
original generation to widespread dissemination, including its initial trigger point in the social
network, the dynamic mechanism of user interaction in the dissemination chain, as well as how
imitation and secondary creation accelerated its diffusion process. Meanwhile, it also examines in
depth the law of value increase and decrease of cat meme as a social currency in the dissemination
cycle, and discusses the profound impact of cat meme culture on the values, social behavioural
norms, and even the mainstream ideology of the youth group, as well as its complex interactive
relationship.
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Figure 1. Three iconic symbols in cat meme culture: “Fresh Brother”, “Cow Cat with Bangs”
and “Screaming Milk Cat”
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