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Abstract

Originally originating in China, tea is one of the treasures of the Chinese nation, a cultural symbol
representing etiquette and respect. The geographical indications of tea agricultural products not
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only reflect the wisdom of our labouring people, but also highlight their unique geographical char-
acteristics, excellent quality connotation and deep cultural heritage, showing great potential for de-
velopment. This study focuses on the weak research on the spatial distribution pattern of Chinese
tea geographical indications of agricultural products, and analyzes their spatial distribution based on
the national data of tea geographical indications of agricultural products, using Arcgis spatial map-
ping, imbalance index analysis and other methods. It is found that China’s tea geographical indica-
tions show a significant distribution pattern of “more in the south and less in the north” on the pro-
vincial scale, with a high concentration in the southern provinces, and a scarce number or even miss-
ing in the northwestern, northern and northeastern regions; among the different types of teas, most
of the teas, such as green and white teas, also follow the “more in the south and less in the north” pat-
tern, while dark teas also follow the “more in the south and less in the north” pattern. Among different
tea types, most tea types such as green tea and white tea also follow the law of “more in the south and
less in the north”, while black tea and other tea types show the characteristic of “more in the west
and less in the east”. The revelation of spatial distribution provides a scientific basis for optimising
regional industrial layout, coordinating regional development, deepening the integration of tea
tourism and strengthening brand protection, and is of great theoretical and practical significance
for promoting rural revitalisation and enhancing the international competitiveness of China’s tea in-
dustry.
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Table 1. The four major tea-producing regions in China
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Figure 1. Geographical indication of Chinese tea agricultural products
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Figure 2. The growth of national tea agricultural product geographical indications from 1998 to 2024
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Table 2. Provincial distribution of geographical indications for tea agricultural products in China from 1998 to 2024
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Figure 3. Provincial distribution of the number of geographical indications for tea agricultural products in China
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Figure 4. Distribution of quantity of agricultural product geographical indications for various types of tea in China
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Figure 6. Spatial distribution of the number of geographical indications for various types
of tea agricultural products in the country
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Figure 8. Lorenz curve of geographical indications for various types of tea agricultural products in the country
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Table 3. Unevenness index of various types of geographical indications of tea agricultural products in the country
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