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Abstract

Agricultural cultural heritage refers to the unique agricultural ecosystem created and passed down
by humans and nature during their long-term collaborative development. It encompasses rich bio-
diversity, a complete traditional knowledge and technology system, unique ecological and cultural
landscapes, and embodies the significant value of human history, science, and culture. Baojing, in
Xiangxi, is a famous tea-growing area in China, with a long history of tea cultivation and rich tea
cultural heritage. Since ancient times, the tea-drinking custom has been prevalent in the region,
reaching the important stage where “tea is as essential as food, salt, and medicine”. Moreover, due
to its advantageous geographical location, good ecological environment, over a thousand years of
tea cultivation history, and abundant ancient tea garden resources, the local tea—Xiangxi Golden
Tea—has become a well-known tea in China. The main content of this study is the factors that influ-
ence the protection and inheritance of the ancient tea gardens and tea culture system in Xiangxi.
Through a review of relevant research on cultural ecology theories and the protection of intangible
cultural heritage athome and abroad, and by referring to the survey questionnaires of other related
studies, taking the Golden Tea Ancient Tea Garden in Baojing as an example and combining the
characteristics of tea intangible cultural heritage, this paper designed a survey questionnaire.
Through the distribution of the questionnaire (mainly in Golden Mountain Village), we obtained
first-hand data. By using statistical software such as SPSS to analyze the survey data, we ultimately
found four factors that affect the inheritance and protection of ancient tea gardens and tea culture
systems, namely political factors, behavioral attitudes, material factors, and educational conditions.
Finally, based on the research results, the characteristics and current situation of tea intangible cul-
tural heritage, and in light of the tea culture and knowledge research work of farmers, this paper
puts forward several suggestions: First, strengthen education and guidance for the masses and stu-
dents; second, attach importance to the protection of farmers’ related interests in the research of
tea intangible cultural heritage; third, increase investment and effectively carry out the protection
work of existing ancient tea tree communities; fourth, establish a Golden Village Ancient Tea Garden
Gene Culture Exhibition Center.
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Figure 1. Ancient golden tea garden in Xiangxi prefecture
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Table 1. Table of gender composition of respondents
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Table 3. Distribution table of respondents’ understanding of tea culture
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Table 4. Evaluation scale for willingness to protect and inherit tea culture
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Table 8. Total variance explanation table
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Figure 2. Factor loading matrix heat map
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