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Abstract

This paper systematically reviews the progress of research related to the development and protection
of grotto tourism. First, based on the historical development context, the research process of grotto
tourism is divided into three main stages: the initial stage of research (before 1999), which focuses on
resource investigation and value recognition; the protective development stage (2000~2014), which
emphasizes the coordination of heritage protection and tourism development; and the innovative
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utilization stage (2015 to present), which focuses on emerging utilization models such as digitaliza-
tion and simulation. Secondly, it shows that existing research focuses on four major themes: 1) anal-
ysis of the characteristics of the grotto tourism market demand; 2) multi-dimensional value assess-
ment of grotto resources; 3) exploration of diversified tourism utilization models; 4) research on
the protection and sustainable utilization of grotto resources. Finally, combined with new trends
such as cultural tourism integration and digital technology, it is proposed that future research
should focus on the revaluation of grotto resources, heritage revitalization, and responding to the
personalized needs of tourists. This study not only helps clarify the academic context of grotto tour-
ism research but also provides a theoretical reference for the tourism utilization and management
of cultural heritage. It has practical significance for achieving the coordinated advancement of her-
itage protection and tourism development.
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Figure 1. Diamond system for research on grotto tourism utilization
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