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Abstract
Against the backdrop of advancing urbanization and the integration of culture and tourism, rural
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homestay tourism has emerged as a pivotal industry for rural vitalization. However, the heterogene-
ity among villages has led to the differentiation of development driving forces. Taking Manghuang
Village with an externally-driven development model and Yingiao Village with an endogenously-
driven development model as case studies, this paper conducts a comparative analysis from the
perspectives of development motivation, paths, benefits and predicaments. The research finds that
Manghuang Village has risen rapidly relying on policy support and location-based resources, fea-
turing government leadership and rapid economic growth, but it is confronted with problems such
as insufficient villager participation and industrial homogeneity. In contrast, Yinqgiao Village has
developed spontaneously by virtue of its inherent ecological and cultural resources, forming a mar-
ket-led pattern of steady quality improvement, yet it is plagued by homogeneous competition and
pressure on ecological carrying capacity. The study demonstrates that villages with an externally-
driven development model need to realize transformation through targeted policy empowerment,
capacity building of stakeholders and cultural IP cultivation. Meanwhile, villages with an endoge-
nously-driven development model should focus on planning optimization, collaborative capacity
complementation and joint ecological governance to break through development bottlenecks. The
differentiated development paths of the two types of villages verify the core logic that “development
driving forces should match resource endowments”, which provides theoretical support and prac-
tical reference for the high-quality and sustainable development of rural homestay tourism.
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