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Abstract

This paper uses panel data from 284 prefecture-level cities in China from 2014 to 2022 and employs
a multi-period difference-in-differences (DID) method to empirically examine the impact of talent
policies on net population inflow. The study finds that: First, talent policies, overall, have a significant
positive effect on net population inflow, and this conclusion remains valid after robustness checks.
Second, there is significant heterogeneity in policy effects: geographically, the policy effect is signif-
icant in eastern cities; geographically, non-coastal cities, due to their reliance on policies to com-
pensate for locational disadvantages, show a stronger significant effect than coastal cities. This
study indicates that the effect of talent attraction policies highly depends on the city’s geographical
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location and resource endowments. Future policy design needs to follow the principles of “differen-
tiation, precision, ecological sustainability, and long-term effectiveness”, adapting to local condi-
tions and formulating long-term effective strategies.
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics
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Table 3. Baseline regression
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Figure 1. Parallel trend assumption assessment
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Table 5. Robustness check
= 5. FREMRI

SR AR S A P Y FEHEAT B0IE, AT

ey 2
Y Y
0.0077* 0.0108"
DID
(1.9553) (2.4489)
21| AR = &
I T[] 5 RURL = &
P ) 3] 5 20 = =
N 2556 2556
R 0.902 0.933

1) Endz A &

N T HEBR S IR AR R T A SCES R TN, SR UG 04 ) AR R ) 7 VR R IR UE AR SR (] A 45 SR A A
P o AR SO FEHE N (42 ) A2 O A KT o SEICAT REEEIR AR RS, DA SE RanFI(DFTR, T5E 10%
FIKP R NIE, 3P IRAIE 1A SO AE [ 25 R AR

DOI: 10.12677/5d.2026.161030

252

ATHFLE R


https://doi.org/10.12677/sd.2026.161030

BERR

2) SRR {E

N T HEBR G E R SRR T RS R AR, A S I R A BT 1% 99% K L4
AL S HEAT A, G5 anE 5 BTN, RAEBOR LB A Frikss, (H2 EH /B B E A IE.

(1) FepiPEArss

1) Hbds o

ASCHET H K Gt/ H R 5 PR e, BRI T R 2 AR EE . AR vE i = K X, ke A
A BIHEBUER ST A RN X k22 5. Z5 R0 6 BoR, REHX A RE0N 0.0136, 1E 1%HI1KF
ERFENIE, M SHEhX AR E. K2 HR56IE.

Table 6. Discussion based on regional heterogeneity across cities
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Table 7. Discussion of heterogeneity based on whether the city is coastal or not
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