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Abstract

Provincial-level intellectual property protection constitutes a key institutional foundation for pro-
moting high-quality exports. However, the existing literature lacks a systematic examination of the im-
pact on firms’ export stability. This study examines the impact of provincial-level intellectual property
protection intensity on firms’ export stability and explores the underlying mechanisms. The analysis is
based on Chinese customs data from 2000~2016 and provincial-level intellectual property protection
intensity data for 30 units in mainland China (excluding Xizang Autonomous Region) over the same
period. The results indicate that stronger provincial-level intellectual property protection significantly
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enhances firms’ export stability. Heterogeneity analyses show that this positive effect is more pro-
nounced in economically more developed regions and in product categories characterized by lower
technological imitation barriers. At the same time, stronger intellectual property protection encour-
ages large firms to undertake more exploratory exporting, which in turn exerts an inhibiting effect on
their export stability. Mechanism tests suggest that intellectual property protection enhances export
stability primarily by promoting firms’ product diversification, while improvements in the technolog-
ical sophistication of exported products further amplify this effect.
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Mo SR PRI BARY O il AR SE PRI RE T, JAIIZ R GVE RS .

ASCHET 2000 £ 2016 SR [ i 5 BE R AR SRR BLRY SR LR, R TTE ZORR LR
S8R PR Aol Y VRS E PR A RE M B A AL . b, A8 R AR ORedy ot 5 Ao P b X AR T S AR X AR AT
K] S0 RR AR 3 B (A LI REAT B o SRR TR B, B ORI BRI 58 B [ 5 v (R 2 52 T 17 4
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TR RR A o

ASCEERNTT 5 2 7 RBHE R AR 5 AR SE PR DG SCHR: 58 3 TR BRI . A%
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2. Cuk[El B

ARSI FT 2 AU R R SR 32 24 LU T T -

R TUE BRI BRSO Ak 2 . B SR B RR BRI ACH AR R 2 R, H AT
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JE[5]e A RN ORGS0 LT Al ) B e T 0 SRR Ak B AT HH E™ i BRI CA SRR
WY, IS JURR P BLRY RERS SR A D BOR S &, IR HAEAT W A R i A AR M ROR [3].
BEAk, AT 2 T SR P AR A Bl T A B R BOR P B BT L D BOR R R A
FRIH6]-[8]-

TR AR E PEAR SRR T o Ak A AR VE R AR I H DAk PR R A S L AT
A2 SCHR ST HH 2R R TR RE A FF 2L (9], I3 — 23 SCHR I S UE H 1 50 R FF LI AR E, I S
I 18] AL PR R 115G 2R SCOAGE PR H I [10]-[12] 0 of il Y VRS E P OB T4 b T BERASE L Y i3 DA
Y& AS R PSRN RE Vg é 0} 2L 1)) e AT 0.4 N 0 A 0 6 R A CINTE 5 N S |
2B R o W S5 R R P R Al ) R SE R [9] [13]-[15], T Al B B AR P AR A SR T I 2 R IR
M1 2 11 S B0 DR e R TR R[]

SR EPTIR,  RUR BRI E 0 76 35 RE 8 X il R 2 AR, X Al Y 11 RSE 1R AR i R 2
ST, R SRER Z I DRI TR AR 7 5 X Al Y VRS E PR 2 R AR ORI T . AE A STHIR A
Hefihz b, ASCEAERAPR TR T B oG, ASSONRIR RS Al T FE SCRRASHE TRk, 2% st
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3. HIERAAA T EED
3.1. HiEiRAA

AR SCFTAE FH Al Y T8 SRR T 2000 & 2016 4F A OB B . ASOR AR HET T R Ak
B o, BB T HOBL gD, BRSO E SR OUINE: R, K HS wiBg—H
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= - H M - 4507 4EfE . (ERLIERE -, S8 Békés Al Murakozy [10)1FERBEZE[11]/10 732, K E
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FEAE, DLV BRI RO RE AR AT A5 o DRIASE A H A7 SR ) B il il AR 1, 2k T30 4 4
P, PITERAS Al H VR E T 30 B[R] X [A] 9 2002 %8 2013 4F.
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ARSI A B o Ak A e M Stabilityipe. 21 Békés Fil Murakozy [101Ks Ak i HY ¢ R 1R
ARRFEEIE VAR E o A t = LI D308 0 HAE t I AR T 0 1 H ORI AT A
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G Horb, KRR UUGE R UL R 26 R SONERSEE 1, Stabilityipe BX 15 HAHH DR IRHINAR
FasE 195 R, Stabilityip B 0. A T HERRAET AR 9R, AT AR NZ, K5 =K
WA 6 B SCATE SOOI AV T 6 55 = W It 06 R . PRURER I e e SRS 1
VUAE R LA B AR R, SEURE =W DO RFBIRIL RS, 508 T S AR S = IR REA .
JIT3RAS I H TR e T 250 ¥ B ) [X 8] 4y 2002 42 2013 4.
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T Esteve-Pérez [19]fIRF 74518, Ak HE D 2060 Y D A et B K e » A SCig B Akt B
(RIHB I H TR 36 Ak VU il A & . i 2o —ou R, Al i 78 tERX H b k (1)
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics

1 fEdMtgt

A B A R RORIEEER HE NG B/ME BKE
IPj -1 25,713,502 0.0262 0.0443 0.0003 0.5124
Stabilityip: 25,713,502 0.1106 0.3136 0 1
experience 25,713,502 0.1762 0.3811 0 1
log_value 25,713,502 8.874 2.204 0 22.6259
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Table 2. Benchmark regression

2. EAEEYT
1) (2
A Stabilityip,: Stabilityip,:
IPjt1 0.1203*** 0.0956***
(0.037) (0.033)
1 0.0281***
(0.004)
R mEZY 0.0142%**
(0.004)
i Yes Yes
Otk Yes Yes
N 25,625,695 25,625,695
R2 0.226 0.253

T 35 AL T A E R B MR AR R . x, e < RIRIRAGIESE RAE 1%, 5% 10%4 11K R,
MR, AEEEE.

4.2. fRfRie

NI MESS R @ E, A SOl T R iRz f e 6 -

(1) EouEtsET k. © HEBBEGHIRBRSKCT T BARIRIFA G —, ARSCHE ST R
BUGR SR AR AR IR T3 o A SO 9 A R F FE T S8 1A 7™ L LRy 2K T i SRR LR B 2K 1 3
IrRatE AR o S5 RWE 3H)IIFIR. @ R GEA Mt 1 AT REDS 7 bk A7 AR AN RS, AT
JBCTE R 5 B R 2 P o 6 A HE VI B 2 TR AR AE B — SR A U 1 ep Iy, (PRE A R R AL
B, RIHEARAE AR P W SR ) PO AR i e s PR B . SR INGE 3 B ()TN . 4
REIR, 1P REEENIE, RUIILAERH S5 RN

(2) DIBRRFAAEAS . —LERERAE AL W] HE S BUFEA SR U KM S B AR R 2, HIAS
BRI s S REA R AT RV ER S, AR S B4E: O HIERIEst. LHlE R IRYIDYASEE RS 3 (b ke
A @ HIBRERFPRBERI 2 DI REX AR AR OT A X . RBUX . BIFRTEIXAR), R IFRGTHR
W SRR T B TR 7o €97 DK, RTIRRFIR X AL R ZR RN () SRR H A H A v [H s A o [
BATHREAS, PEfFe S S M. 2515 3 @) RGP, SERER ARV BE L.

Table 3. Robustness tests

3. MR

(1) 2 3 4 (5)
CREIREy'Cize T — A PB4 Tl I BRFFERIX AL S BRI O
IPjs1 0.0754%** 0.1499%** 0.2635%* 0.0931%** 0.0790%*
(0.026) (0.034) (0.124) (0.022) (0.035)

R SR A 9 3 PRRIF ST T hittps://www. fraserinstitute.org/studies/economic-freedom-of-the-world-2022-annual-report.
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Control Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
O Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Orpk Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 25,625,695 23,915,029 19,441,206 17,613,563 24,463,191
R? 0.253 0.304 0.256 0.250 0.253

4.3. RS

(1) XSt AR i, X ] R KT S AN IR A A R 2 S, R AR SO
RIEACT I BE AT X S M i . AR SC UL 2013 4E 4 [ B NI GDP 1E R4 250645, K REALY
SR N REHLIX L ROR I IX 5 R BAEHIX =3, % 4 (D) E @) IR T ARG 45 R . 45 R ER,
B PSNR PR SR ER T, RS R B AR ANk M X A R AR E M, (R RO TE 1L X (1)
AR E . X—ZR PRI T 23T R R /K T4 3 DIl i G TR e R i & B A= kA, R
WS ITN J BE R B B RE ™ e, DR R BRI R BE S B R s 17 R ORI 1l X AR B i
IR, BRI P=AUR S0 o DA E R E A IR (AR, BORIBH X Rl R 2
BT RIEMX . — R RERIARR S, ORIEHLIX IE AL T Br s R R B, o R P AR ) B (A
MCSE U T I I DX A 38 4 e A 77 FE AR AT B AR AE SE 2 I H THRIRAT N, miAE— e AR B PR T
il e

(2) FERATERA . FIUR AR (A T RE DR = S DR I T 5. AN SIS 452 (Broad Eco-
nomic Categories, BEC), # HS6 fzgwid™ il 73 A bt . whIa) s AV 2, 23 it ST & i) HS2 Az dwhs
FEERH DR . [RIASE R WL 4 B@) R O)FIFTR. SEHRER, RV BURY AR 5 H O faoe vt
A LR, 0T v ] SR 2Rt 1 AR T B BB AR I s, I ELYE 2T A s T R A X
ARG T7H 2 G T 5 BT ARX 5 T, A AR B SR B AR B U AR R AT R
JET B St DRI ERYE, BRI A GRS BE A S RIS FEAN 3 Hha] i b B A A A A Y
gk, HARECTIE P AR G R AR, TR P AR R R A A R B T

Table 4. Heterogeneity analysis (Part 1)
F 4 REMDL

1) ) @) (4) () (6)
RIEHX R KRR IE BEA HhE] TH 2 i
IPjt1 0.0756** 0.6459** 0.1219 0.0397 0.0787** 0.1372%**
(0.024) (0.231) (0.342) (0.039) (0.033) (0.044)
Control Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
i Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Otpk Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 21,038,675 1,651,651 2,887,068 4,070,900 13,876,919 12,364,188
R? 0.248 0.312 0.311 0.279 0.256 0.263

(3) 7RIS o A FIEARICT 17 O R BRI (1 75 SRAFAE 22 57« AR ST LA K A K Sl ==
FEAER 7 it 5 2% BEARE B i BOR KPR AR E, DL 2002~2013 4 )1 457 it B2 A O 7 15100 = 2K,
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TN EORTA h THEOR e AREOR P e BIAZRINE 5 (D) ZEE)IIHIR. SR ER, KRR
DR FEE PR RO TR A i (4 Y AR PR RS R I AN B2, TR AR B i A 2 35 (R R ) 3
FIREAT = iR AL R AR BOAR™ AR B T R AR ™ i SR oy AT X R it o R LR EE )
A H TR, L ORFEAIN 2002~2013 45, AEAI A AR AR T b R A R RS 1 s S 3 3
RIS, BEARIIRAL T EROME R s, DR A ™ i S S SR =R R
b ERT AR A I, D S S TR TSR AN, T AR T 5 — BRI HEAR %
AR R+ 184K A IE R AR R A E AR B A1

Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis (Part 2)
F* 5 RRMDH2

@) @) ©)

[=E S % N TR FRBART b
IPjt1 0.0652 0.1109*** 0.1039**
(0.044) (0.038) (0.041)
Control Yes Yes Yes
O Yes Yes Yes
Otpk Yes Yes Yes
N 11,494,461 10,220,740 8,478,089
R? 0.271 0.262 0.259

(4) BRI A SR 1 LR E PRt A e SURAT ) (A5 e 82D X AGE 2GR (1
K153, ¥ H LX) N R IE G DR FIR J R 2 i . 253K 6 SN FIFIEE(2)FIFTR. diFEn, HiR
PRI SR L I i ENS S5 25 3R T T A Mb o6 A TR AR BRI Y I RGSE I, TGS A Ji v e 5 AR A L I AR 1
M U AN 582 o T 6 B DR PR AR P DR 37 58 P B B v BEAT 5 A IR R B AR K T I AR, T e 22 5
SR EER S IERGE SRR, WIS RN BRI I A B2

(5) ANVHUBL. TASHHE PEGeitxd GO BNV 500 J5 70 2 BA_E K s A i3 Aol AR ST TA
Hede P 5 i R B R AT UL T, e 5 A e VLS b AR R Al e A, R BEVLBRC A4k
ANEMVREAS,  FFE R AAEA I ARV AF TGN (8] . BB 95 B 2 7= e = AN EAM R AR B, Horr, A
b AR DAL 5 7 S T, 57 3 A P AR AR A AR N 5 M AR LEREAT i i, — 3 S AT X B AL BE
[ 25 SR LA 6 25 () FI AN (4) B s o 45 R o SmAL R BUOR I RENS 1225 BT+ /N Aolb i Y VRS E 1
BRI DR ENE. CAERIBTFEERM, kA R 40 T g 2 (et gt AT ol g
MNTI GBS RS E PR R FRAR 1000 BRI BLARA T R Aiall AR P P 1 2 ) BE T i 7 A
TRYE R T I A 2, AR A EAT SR I s TR NPT 5, A8 0E B FER R AR E
SAAGERIOCHNER, DR i R 4ERF O B PR R

Table 6. Heterogeneity analysis (Part 3)
6. FRMESH3

@) @ ©) Q)
SHREY SN SREY 9L P Rl AN
IPji-1 0.0980*** 0.0481 ~0.0718** 0.1088%**
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(0.032) (0.051) (0.033) (0.039)
Control Yes Yes Yes Yes
i Yes Yes Yes Yes
Orpk Yes Yes Yes Yes
N 12,418,253 13,139,561 3,304,026 20,466,149
R? 0.275 0.254 0.243 0.240
4.4. LEI5THR

(1) 77 B EARSRTE BTN o FIIR P BUORSA A T A MBI A S BB, e BOR ™ SRR A 2R 7 75 2 o
A SRR BRI NERFCRIR P BRI 8 1L 7 S H AR AT B3 v 2 Aol RS SE PEROBLAR, A
R Aiolb Y TINA i R A AR R T A AT R T RN AR B . e, Al Y IR HS2 A7 2™ i p (1
IR fh R AR SE PIC IOTHEIREIR s DAll | AE4R47 €0 H 3t k B 7 8 p BB ) HS4 A7 g
i [ H VRS 7 b p B EE VRIS ELAEO AR, U577 p BOINBCT 277 i R 2R . 8 R IR 7 S5 (1) 51
Ny GEREIRAZHITIP * PIC RECREYIE, R i R 2% B 8 i 1 A U 5 R B ORGP Al 1
R g PRI AR o

(2) WP ZRALRI R AR o Al = A SRS DA BT SSeRe 2 7 i B T by, D B
77 b B AR, B Al Y 1 50 2R P R XS, AT i e ) I A 1o AR IRURA SCRE AN 4 [ [20] 19 77
%, A 7 2 R TR RO T A R

. Nikpt X'Zkt
pliv =3 S @
o=t (Zczit Xickt )

o pdivige A AR i FEAEGr €00 H R k O HS2 Agw A% p R i 2 FEALAR L N ARG t Al i
Y V2 F R k7 p (8 HS6 L2 657 i ¢ IARIRECE, Xioa A T AESEGY X H O k 7™ i ¢t H
Wl pdivie BN UL 7 i 2 AR RE R

e i 2RI E N R R, RS R IR 7 EQFIMBE)I IR, GIRER, BRI
TRAP 9L AP i RENE ST Ak A Y P S 2L, T ™ 2 R RE B2 3R Tk i AR e, AT
TEH T b 17 it 2 AR Al Y VR 2 PR AR A 2O

Table 7. Mechanism analysis

F= 7. HUE SR
) @ ®)
PR BRI i H 2R HH 2R
Stabilityip,t pdivikpt Stabilityipt
IPjt-1 0.0861** —0.0356* 0.0941***
(0.032) (0.018) (0.034)
PCI 0.0003
(0.001)
IP*PIC 0.0239**
(0.010)
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pdiVikpt —0.0397***
(0.013)
Control Yes Yes Yes
6i Yes Yes Yes
Orpk Yes Yes Yes
N 25,625,695 25,625,695 25,625,695
R? 0.253 0.291 0.253
5. &g

ARSI 53 Hr 2000~2016 4 8] 5 iede A LK A R R B DU VR X AR 30 S8 0 AL R R
RCORAF S FE R , SRS 148 RN R BUORA 5 FEE AR 5 1 £l = T PR S VR e M, SR 13X — B 5
ASCRIL, AR BUR Y 58 L (52 = BENS 2 25 3T ik i DR SE M. BE— P FURE], XM
DR AT P2 I H A 5. BRI . (1) EIX)RE, FR AR RES
PR T R I DR YRGE X B Al PR P, TR RO R X AT B35 5 s (2) A7 b=
FOARP LRGP0 T a] fr s 7 28 A PR EOR KT i HH AR e PR e B AR E A T, e s LA 1 9
GRS A ORI B R 2E s (3) A2 H AR, SRR BRI A A T 52700 A8 B 2K (1
HEFE s (4) FEARMABR T, SR BORST BENS 24— TH /N lk 1 AR E I, (H Rk R AL
Y FHRERAT Y T S B0 YRR E P A 2 e s (B) ML, iR P B OR rad e (g g £l
H 17 22 R T SRR e At VAR, I HAE A PP i B AR IR R IR LR, XA
S ATEVSETE

BT UL ES5E, ASCHRIT W (1) BUFRGE— i m iR SR SR, 5838 KR B
&, MR QUEE 7, DREEAV AT R (2) KRG AT, Hil5E &8 AR BURTBGR . 12
N G 5% S R A R VA i 7 R S N AV YRS RS REUR R i 2 7 i) e I A B ES TV S VNG YR VS T
i FERRIEHLIX, E S5 AL REOR, B E W EETRET ) (3) BRI S T I, BN
KIGE S ESAT W B Ve, (RIS Sl AV AR T B 57 dh I BOR KT (4) 002 2 XS5 5 s ROHI
BIRANAN KR P BRI A AR 2 B L EN L ORAL D3 Al e SRR P BLE LR (I 2k A S HF

SE 0k
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