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Abstract

China’s digital economy industry is rapidly expanding and increasingly becoming a crucial engine
for driving economic growth. However, some households, constrained by the lack of digital devices
and insufficient relevant skills, are at a disadvantage in accessing information, gradually forming a
significant digital divide. Those households with a larger digital divide are unable to equally benefit
from the dividends brought about by the development of the digital economy. This imbalance in re-
source distribution further exacerbates consumption inequality, suppresses household consumption,
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and generates various negative effects on overall social development. Therefore, the negative im-
pact of the household digital divide on consumption has become an urgent issue to address. Against
this practical background, this paper primarily utilizes cross-sectional data from the 2022 China
Family Panel Studies (CFPS) to analyze the impact of the household digital divide on household con-
sumption. The research contributes to understanding the micro-level effects of the digital divide
and provides new evidence for explaining differences in household consumption in China, holding
both theoretical and practical significance.
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Table 1. Indicator system of digital divide in households
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Table 2. Rotated factor loadings results
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Table 4. Descriptive statistics of main variables
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Table 5. Benchmark regression results of the impact of digital divide on household per capita consumption expenditure
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Table 6. Baseline regression results of the effects of digital divides at different levels on household per capita consumption

expenditure
#* 6. FTRIBAHFIAIREAYIERM X EEMAEER)ILER
YN —0.1437"*" i H g vy —0.4246™"" IR -0.2278"
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