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Abstract

Faced with the dual constraints of food security and ecological security, agriculture in Shandong Prov-
ince is caught between the conflicting imperatives of “safeguarding output” and “reducing intensity”.
Digital inclusive finance reshapes financial accessibility through the embedding of technology, provid-
ing a form of support for the transition to high-value ecological agriculture that differs from tradi-
tional policy instruments. Based on Shandong Province’s dual positioning as a major agricultural prov-
ince and a pilot zone for green, low-carbon, and high-quality development, this paper analyses the
enabling logic and implementation pathways through which digital inclusive finance drives the tran-
sition to high-value ecological agriculture, whilst identifying the boundaries of applicability for the
embedding of technology in financial services. The research finds that digital inclusive finance forms
a three-pronged logic of “credit reconstruction-risk mitigation-value capture”, which operates through
four channels: “funds reach-technology adoption-market access-network synergy”; however, the ru-
ral digital divide, ambiguous data ownership rights, and the homogenization of financial products con-
stitute major constraints, requiring breakthroughs at the levels of infrastructure, institutional de-
sign, and product iteration.
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