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Abstract

Against the background of China’s “Digital and Green Synergistic Transformation” and the digital
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economy developing rapidly, investigating the impact and internal mechanisms of deep integration
between digital technology and the real economy on carbon emissions holds significant practical im-
portance. Based on panel data from 280 prefecture-level cities and above in China from 2007 to 2023,
this study measures the level of digital-real integration using a patent co-classification method and
employs a two-way fixed-effects model to empirically examine the effects, heterogeneity, and mecha-
nisms through which digital-real integration influences carbon emissions. The study found that: Firstly,
digital-real integration reduces both total CO, emissions and carbon intensity at the city level in
a significant way, and this conclusion remains solidly established after addressing endogeneity and
conducting a series of robustness checks. Secondly, the carbon emission reduction effect of digital-
real integration exhibits significant urban and regional heterogeneity—its emission-reducing impact
is more significant in cities with high human capital, as well as in eastern regions, while it is insignifi-
cant in cities with low human capital, and in central and western regions. Thirdly, the mechanism anal-
ysis shows that digital-real integration mainly achieves carbon reduction indirectly through three
pathways: promoting green technological innovation, facilitating the upgrading of industrial struc-
ture, and increasing the ecological carrying capacity. The conclusion of this research provides empir-
ical evidence and policy implications for advancing the digital-real integration strategy and implement-
ing targeted, differentiated policies to support coordinated pollution control and carbon reduction
efforts among enterprises and cities.
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1. 5|8

I ERE ok, frebon” HArLok, T2 IRk AR iR . TlkfliE 547, H
WASE AT NDEERRA LRSS RZ AWM S A R IT,  BeIRETH 2 A BHE O AR X SRR 2
[FIRE, 38 7 SR Bl B Al i it e AN P R R S S g e Uy o IR, BEE T HECN . mibEL K
Bl N TR RESEHAIEAGE . 238 GEHE ARG EERT, RFasr 5L harims on
R REHT AL, FAARERNARE. SRIREMGE A oE . A, s A6
PRAE SR SE IR HE T B, B0 Al B0t i 15« 577 7 SR DR P DRSS 5K [F)RE 7 e 38 I s v €
PRI, Sl & Re 75 FLIE PRI T B  DAROX M FIEAR R =ML Al . A A% BEBE X 4k
T REAEESR, VT E4 6 W 2 AR o — b5 .

HEFLLEHE S, AL 2007~2023 ErRE 280 ML & DL B AT A REEA, R LRIk
I FE RS R KT, I3 FH T[] 5 280 I A 7Y 2% S 5 ST b o 3 T e PR s o Wb A, AR SCE SRR
FARGHT . PG AN AR IR ) = A T B HAE RS, HEHRA T BA . BHACOH R XI5
ZE R IE— R ZR B0 o I FORBI A, AR SO A BE O HR AR A S R R R RIS B BRI T 2 T ) S AR
AN () 2 28 3 T 3 A B RO D Wy [ v AR A 2%

2. XEkER
TR, MFHERIELE, LTRSS FINK R EE S . Bt & HoRBIEN,
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ROB@ERE Wl WSS DI £ W7 BARRERT, Bef @ st mb & m b miEs.
BNERER IR, S AT SO S e I G 1 . B AR N B A T S SR P RUR R AR O
X, HRBRHES g AR — 4R, MRS REMEB. MHGRREEMR, HEE2)EmEbRE LR
BT

FE—O7m, WfREEEAET AT S IR A T IR G IR . Bl Se s G I B i, SRR T
PR ER L. —RRWEZ L EGIPNE R, ZUMEMRERICAZ.G, SEHEHTER
BERE SRR BKT, WA 70 -5 8 (R AT, 2023) [1]; tha LT
BYTAREAE, WBCE IR . FAR GRS @V, S5 A ST b e R 58 R 7K ST
(KIZEEE, 2020) [2]; A W5 NEF 25 L AR 5 SR8 B B0 A XU ) 248 B2 45 s Fa b ik &R, SR FH G A1 -
TOPSIS i 5 Hp ] 48 A S Bl A TR B, R I 2017 4F J5 Rl A 302 3 2 I e, Xk 22 e D 4 /N (b /N 4G
2025) [3]o 73— ZRNUAKFE L FIEH T B A 2 1 1R A I, s 3 R A B2 7 & R E o 5 E Rt
Oy G R TTRRAE R, @ S A T R R S e B R 1 5 B L, A A T AR B A KT (2R
1, 2024) [4]. BRKRE, SEATEARTINE D 22 W0 DX I FE ABAFAE 2 0 (i 22, % )0 25 00 2 W i (LI
W EAT R PR T Ak B8 2 T

5, BARBUIE R S NER R EREE I CATRAZ E TR R RRIRG . BARKTFES
BRILFEEm, MR —FRRE. RTRFRENENE, CARAIESLEN L a8 ke Hikhsh 4
AR RE T RIGIN, RS B T B B (A s AR & E, 2025) [5]; RN 3R E AL EARS
A GDP Z [ 2HUE “U” KR, b GDP WK HR TG %, BAWAE 5545 R 2 I 11 6E
JCHECEA BE TS, 2023) [6]. R TRERAWIMIER, FFRIER T NG — MR A BRI L H R R
oo Lo A i 22 2 AR SR TBOK Y, T T AR U AR RE A AU AR B HE I S ) (RS0 5E, 2025) [7]. KT
FARBEL e, BT A HAFTER A RN BRI SR EE T ARBRBARE ) T BcHE s, M
FARY KA R AT B, N m B icE E A (EZR5E, 2024) [8]. MMATI S, &K
MR R IEMOIAEH, S4B PG EACE R, LR RHERUS S R L.

5 =775 THD 2 S R A5 S B HE TS S A RS 5 1 FHARRAE o WA A 9 I S S ik & B & s HE 1R
H 2P 2 12 8] S S S AT S T . E XIS I T E T, BSRl m DA S I D R B R] 1
R, FLAZ S0 S AE re 5 At R it 2 W /K S 3T  RT A ElE 22 T s bk 7l 2R IR B i (7 FE 32 55, 2025)
[9]; [ EFHi sk fib A L % 1 ) 23 A0 HH KOS, AN RE AR A M BRHE TS, 34 R S I B AR H R0 AR 40 30 3
XBRHERG 7 30 DXk [a) ki Famse I Rl B R0 (EDLZE, 2025 [10]; 5KATZE, 2025)[11]. fEATNLZTH, HsLmh
B IR AFE R 25 57, ORI b A B JRCHE 8O i T AR S5 ll,  Ferh ARk b T 45 Ger FE e
TNV I BSOS RN B IR, %00 JE BRTE T A [FAT ML B B e U5 FE 1% 0L -5 Hr 4 B0 =5 (R4 7E X i)
(PRi%E, 2025[12]; EMHAMEFRI, 2024)[13]. SRS, FHOERIEARILN: Hsom & 2 IReEst
AR . B ASeBl “ W HbrMEERE.

g bRk, BUA T B Se Bl G BRHE KSR R SRl A R RS Y R = AR A D 2R
NE GBS SRR R FE AR T T B S SRR, BN ST RRR . e, fERsmG
Febr B2 TH, AW BB T AR R, Bt ZE W RIS SR, (B TERRARR A 20
PEIR 28 20 DX R AE DL S BRI T 22 e K Bk . ook, AR R NE G AT Z AR DS 1 B skt & sk
HERORL, AR T 4 B2 VR A T b . B R, BA NI4T 2 TR AR AR S g AR, i = A4
BIRHEYEE IR 7. Tk, ASCRA 2007~2023 E42[F 280 AN K LA 3y b B, R & I3
G5 RO R A KT, 38 FH O [ 25 AR A S IE AS 36 FLBHE O B8 S MR AR S A L
i, DAHABUR 2 22 S B & BOR . 51 5 SR IR R R 2%
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3. HERMRSEMRERR
3.1. ¥R S M RRHE O RN B B U

B R IR B T BOR AT TINS B B A A U, A BRI E T 2, B YRR R G AR
HRRHEEOK o AR BEUR T B R AN b A5 g B v A, B S PRI TE B A AR, 5l 5
B R WA TR, [l HESh A 7 S A RAE - ML e A%, S IR IR R A R . IS, 3K
TG AT NS DA R SR SRR SO, BORl IE R R e i R R R IR
FRA ZR AT AT SR A REUR A AR B 18% LA L (RBUSE, 2024) [14]. A, Hrskib & HEs) ™ Ik 45 ) ihx
WHAIBE R ANER . AL TAE AR RE - ML St 2R AL B, SR P ML SR BROR ML S OR 1385, 2024)
[15], SEEMFFER T B &K 1 AN E 2 5L, B4 GDP BRHEFBCRE T % 0.28 AN F 20 mi(BRAK
HEE, 2026)[16]. BP0, LRGP G /E e 2 o BORAET . e ka5 T
PRGBSI ) =R R AR S FET BRI, ARSI DL R I TR

B H1: BBl o RIS T AR OK .

3.2. HSCRLE X RRAR BRI BY BB

3.2.1. FEBRUFEMERE

S R A 38 5 B R R TR AR RS R 5 W R A A T D Sk B G THR (EBr A = T R B 1
HETT X BHE R P2 A R R o ARYE N AR I KB 528 5 AR BRI T A, B BOARARFE AR BE AR 1) 1E )
HNEPE, HEBNER RS s A ARFEECT T & B R BE A8 5 A, Bl 77 A 4 e 1 [R)
MR EE P ARBR AL . EDLSCEEEET, Bk, BRERATH T A SEARCIF S RIEE 22 . 2 RRO1HT ZUR
290, T SEILER R AR SRR BB DX 3 . ok, BSLRb & 2 AT LARE 3R THF i ar e BBiae /, 2
FNEFHEARBR T SO ARR KIS EAXT IR A (A ZZMEIE, 2025)[17]. FN, Fecms
IR . Rk A A SR R R P R R B B T R B E R AL R (R 2 5
2026) [18]. HJa, FFHAX GBI BIIRHBCR 1 ST I AN S PPl A S B AR T 40 2 SR A
Jili, BEMISRALANE SRR AR B BN . FT EiR M, ASTIRH DUR B AR ¥

B H2a: HSCRLA TS (RS AR AR 8F B3 BRARBRHEBUKF .

3.2.2. FElEERARFMERE

Kz & L BT H AR SR G ) BSOS TR Y P R R, AMUE R T g A,
AN T DX BRHEROS BANGR S . RIS AT AR S, Bose i A B AR R R R HE b,
WA B3 PERIR BEIE, Brsemh & Re s TRk i fe . AL RAT R, XA BY ) X0k, EBLSC R 2
T, B, BRI I s A G R e A O S A PR I R RS v R R AL, 1R T REUR
FHZE R, BRI, QR E R R aE S ek sem & HEsh P g M 1 1 B Ak 7 T 5 8, ATk
b7 EAERE L L B (RN RS, 2026) [19]. HE—20, BOLRhG IR R BT AT SO TT SN
BT, AW P gE . e fE, BRFERI, BUsemi & i Pk R 54 2 7= Ml 45 44 1) 28 = 7= Mgl
R, PARE G KT B RERE P M RO AL SR 3, 2026) [20]. 35T R 4T, ASCHRH LRI
1B

R H2b: B SLR& W& 3 7= W A M B 35 FEARAR HE UK P
3.2.3. AR B D WERE

B A KB R B A SR ER A, R XA I, RIRRE SASBER T, N
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DI B AT RS2 8 R S 2 AR Al . AR A L7 MBS T 0, Bescmt & DLBU T H R BRI BR B3 I Rl A 5
JEE TG, MR A BRI B, SCEBUT S AR FENA B FETTEUE BEE S, (R4 SR
FOIRe A S BRI RE S8R Tt . EDLSEERZ T, o, BUSCRLE AR08 5L iy AR S A M 0 PR RS v 14 AN R
Pho HR, SFATR R ERE AR AN GIS 23 8] 73 B 75 155 BiHE O 254 Fo RO 1 43 DX R AT 7RG o
DA SR AR AL T R AR IR (TS, 2026) [217. #E—5H, K= MR L5 £ LT
BRI B R A% O MLIAE T B BRI A T AR 3 TR I IC B A B A 2248, 2024) [22]. [FIRS, %K
FHORIE B AF IR T SR X I PR SL S B A R B . T Bl AT, ASCER LN LR 4
B H2e: $UScrl & w8 3 5k AL AR AR 77 B3 BRBRHEBUKF .

4. FRET
4.1. HEEBRE

PGB S 0 RTINS U SR T AR
CO,, =a, +a,DigMix, +Za2Controlsi, +u+y, +e, (1)

Forbr, COp Fmyli — S AR, OB B DigMix REESLRE G K5 o KR flith REL: Controls
AR AE G 1 — R AR5 p AREEE RN, Rom MEREE RN e 2 BEHLIR Z I

4.2. TEIERSNE

42.1. HHRBTE
AR HE(COL) . AR A EDGAR (Emissions Database for Global Atmospheric Research)ifft#% %

Pt 54T B AR HE R .

4.2.2. BBRTE
s mh A (DigMix) o 25 305 %5 5 55 55(2024) [23 1B, FE T LRI 300 070 B i & /K P 3470 52

423, EHEE

RYBHPAIIL, EIT UL N EHERE: (1) &5 KE(EcoDev), KM A5r GDP #i&, H.
LA 2007 SE 9 (2) BUNTIREEZ(Govint), RN ECH & HUX A 7= SUE R L EREAT T &5 (3) X4h
TFIR(OpnExt), VASNE B3 5 S2bnfl A1 S5 3 XA P S E I B BT 6 B (4) ANV BE(PopDns), K
P AR SN 5 AT BT AR 2 AT I s (5) SRR (FinDev), 3T 4F AR G B A7 R BTK
AU X AR S HUAE R KPR AR & (6) [ 58 B 7P 35T (FixIny), SR P [ € 57
B BBRER.

4.3. BERERSHIEKIR

RSP I T A K BE ATy 2007~2023 4 280 AMHBZRL K L3 T 5 5 ok DR 0 i B 22 A 3Tl
AT A 4 it EORUE T [ 28 %2 (CSMAR) H BT S8 AR 551 & (CNRDS) L2 (v [ s 4 vh-4
) S5 b, BRAPEANECSE RS B RIE T RStata Hodls ol #IAVESTTHINEE 1 PUR.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics

F 1. fER Mgt

25 B4R By ME Y8 bRtk 2
(R A £ AR COz 4760 16.8997 0.9588
HA &= B E DigMix 4760 2.9149 12.4949
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ST RIE EcoDev 4760 1.1732 0.7858
BUR TP 5 Govint 4760 0.1912 0.1015
XTI OpnExt 4760 0.0027 0.0034
AR &
UNEEic PopDns 4760 0.0438 0.0352
SRR B FinDev 4760 2.4863 1.2960
[i5] 52 % 7 T FixInv 4760 15.6429 1.0055

s EF R CSMAR. WIND. CNRDS 2554 FE 8 2241,

5. SCIEGER S 954
5.1. EERVISHT

12 4t T BB (DigMix) R TT COx HSIFEHERNHEE R . b, SIS TR LR
AR AN 5 IR ) XU G RO AR, 35 (2)~(4) PR L EE Al BB I AP AR . BB (D)~(4) 51145 R EIR,
DigMix Il T REILE 1% LR Z N, RYIESCEA XN CO HEBCEAT B E I HI (. X
—ERAER I GG R BUFTTRERE . AT . N, SRR KT DAL B € 5%
PRI AR AR R R AR R M . IR IR B S, R 2 H@FIRTEUE A TR BT (EcoDev) i) %
HOuS, AR 10%KF B, RETHKA BT RBRANL . BUF T Govin) ) ZEUAE 5%/KF- L&
FH ORI, R W] AT BUG T P AT R i A s BRI BT BRE IR #E, ANA TR N D8 (PopDns) i R 504
10%7KF 58 25 A7, BN VAR ST R AR 28080 AT i B0t =2 B T P IR i o] B 7 4502
FHUFixInv)TE 1%KL 820515, LI 6 E 537 B0 3K IR BRHE . <8Rl & & (FinDev) MIXT 4h
TP (OpnExt) ARG 5 25 VERL S, HOGBRHEBUI i M AN . Z380 T 5 RS A e 25 4 1
Wl CO R, BBE HI 5215001 .

Table 2. Benchmark regression estimation results

2. FERIfGITE

(1) 2 3) 4)
T
CO2 CO2 CO2 CO2
-0.0015™* -0.0016™* -0.0014"* -0.0013™*
DigMix
(-3.9062) (-3.6828) (—2.9081) (—2.8062)
-0.0424 -0.0556 -0.1530"
EcoDev
(-0.5302) (-0.6961) (—1.8487)
0.1185 0.1122 0.2597"
Govint
(0.9891) (0.9324) (2.1224)
0.7200 -0.5597
OpnExt
(0.4510) (-0.3510)
-0.7249 -0.8501"
PopDns
(-1.5799) (-1.7964)
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WEE F
-0.0125
FinDev
(-1.2936)
0.1192"**
FixInv
(4.8031)
16.9042** 16.9315"* 16.9774*** 15.2381***
Constant
(1.48¢+04) (167.0872) (160.3475) (37.4521)
RO UNE A s & = =
A7 ] 7 RN & = & &
NIE 4760 4760 4760 4760
I R? 0.9762 0.9763 0.9763 0.9775

VE: VTN UROR 10%. 5% 1%HIEFEMKT, EES NN t1E, Constant FoR T E.

5.2. REMRLE

R ERATH 7T S5 18 AT SE M, S CLR TN 7 T B AR BT : (1) DABRHE B8 FE B Pt e R AR
Q) FEEALFE; (3) HEEHIZE; @) EEEN: (5) WAEMERLR.

5.2.1. EREBRTE

Rt ARAUE A 25 R AR, PR B B 4 N HE R EE, AT — 2P 30 Re T R4 R
AR g . 25 3 (AR, KR R &t AR RIS & B BN ROR B IS, Bl G (DigMix)
1E 5%t K LR N, KRBT S REEE RN — 8, A RERM, BOELRhA X RHE B SN A
SRR R R N, RO R, BIEELR G AR PRI R 2, R 53 PR AR
SR

5.2.2. FEEALIE

DNV BR AR S AT 2 5 R BT, A SCMAZ AR BT 1% 047 RACEE, 2 — P IRIE T RN 45 R i1
Fafitt. % 3 HFER, BEEBEE 1%KF ERFE . SRR, Bom AR O80T,
Kb 5 2 AN BB HE I SR A 2 S AR RO, R R S5 R A f v 5E

5.23. AREHTE

AL Pl SRR (SR I E S RSO . AR AR PE A AR,
BIGIE T RS R . 2 3 HO)HIEIR, FERMESA R FIINZCE SO RS A3
AACEEE ARG, BELRATE 3 MR ITE 1%AKF R E . SRR, Bl 8 R %
ORI T 1) 5 R, BOERE FIRHE BN AN Z IR AR BT, B B B AR

5.2.4. BIRREED

H T LA T (K28 57 R R 7T B A5 4 [ 4 K 2 i, b T vl BEA7AEREAS SR R 3 200t T %
WO B B T REAS HEAT AR PEAR 36 DR B [ A 45 R AR @ 1 - 2 3 SR P, HIBR B A A
BELREAE 5% BB, i RN, GORRY, BRI RRIRECE 5 R A IEAR X L 45 k™
AR, BOER S NHBRHS I SRR AR LR AR A P AR IRBRE,  JEHE B 25 R A A T SR f k.
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PHE

Table 3. Robustness test estimation results

3. REMREMETTER

HE (D 2 3) )
= N - . - NN
BB e i AL FE Nt A 2 SR EEETREA
- -0.0018" -0.0033"* -0.0012™** -0.0019*
BsLma
(-2.5737) (-3.6053) (-2.7088) (-2.3100)
8.9542*** 15.4644** 15.1986*** 15.2056"**
Constant
(20.7476) (37.1518) (33.9955) (37.2527)
A 2 = = & &
N INE A = = & &
R[] 2 RN & & & &
MLIE 4760 4760 4743 4692
% R? 0.9665 0.9774 0.9776 0.9764

VE: VTN YRR 10%. 5% 1%HIEFEMKT, EES NN t1E, Constant Fom T E.

5.2.5. 4RI

R AG H  RE R AT REAFAE B IR A B AT R RS ) @, 3Eim 51 R N AE MR R, AR SO A K g A
FHAZ51(2020) [24] H&%5E(2026) [25]/0MGE, RAZ OB AR & f5 — IA1E 8 T AR ST RIA A5 .

[BIHSSRIE 4 s, H—FrBCF it Rz KT 10, XU TR R £ A A H A
BemlE, RO A Al i R AR 1% G KT R N,

B AR BE NS 2 R B HE T

Table 4. Endogeneity test estimation results

F 4. NEMREMETTER

P —

B
X RS TE AL EE N AR M R R S, B

B

B (1 2
e
B il 19214
1.0258™**
v
(25.6061)
-0.0012***
DigMix
(-2.7312)
AR 2 & =
AR [ 5 53508 & 2
FEA [ 5 BE & o
LE 4480 4480

Cragg-Donald Wald F {H
Kleibergen-Paap Wald rk F statistic

36863.89
655.67

W 5L RN 10%. 5% 1%HI S E KT, FES NN tE.

53. REMHRE

ARSI NTTBEA L IR B AN P PG AR I P A5 T AT S A 7 A
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WEE

53.1. ABD&EXK

ANITEASCHAE Bl o B R B R, LR KT IR e AR 28 i e i o s TS B T 2
FERVERC W . R IAZT TR, A SCULN I BEAR S KT () sp 8Oy 7 AR, TF RSB b e
. NTBEAKPAME T A B o mdl, AR T A i R4 e 5 pos, #AJ18AR)
IR Z5 R, B Rl e (RS A7 E S 25 R B o v A B SR & R BUE 5% KT LR 200,
VLI N BEAKCT T Bl A e R AL B A S 2 AR A s AR A AR R ORI B R
RRYIN IR ASRBOR R AT RN RO S, RN T BT AR BE i RO B 7 BOR 5 SR 7 L 1

o, HEBRUNVE L.

Table 5. Estimation results of heterogeneity test based on human capital

=5 BT ANZEXNRFMREMEITER

= 1) Q)
A — R
RN BEA FmAIBEA
o 0.0023 -0.0009™
Hema
(0.3036) (—2.2447)
14.3295™* 16.6924""
Constant
(28.1342) (43.6262)
P A & & &
AN I RE RONE 7 3
03 [ 5 RO o &
RLME 2359 2381
¥ R? 0.9676 0.9833
W LT TTRIR 10% 5% 1%HREMEKE, FESHNAt{E, Constant Fn T
5.3.2. FREBFIPEER
Table 6. Heterogeneity test results based on eastern and central and western regions
6. ETRBADAEIBAFRIMQIELER
1) )
HE k -
IRHR SRl
e -0.0013"" —0.0025
B
(—2.9459) (-1.5176)
15.9372"* 14.8471"*
Constant
(21.9021) (30.7693)
P AR & & &
AN [ 7 RS & &
T [ E RONE & 3
MLE 1683 3077
W% R? 0.9773 0.9743

LT TTERIR 10%. 5%.

1% B E K, F55 W N t{H, Constant RonH .
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WEE

5 RE BT 2% XA e e Sl 5 B XA B APAE R 22 5, AR — 2D o A RS R A AN R DX A3
AP Ve 2252 . 255 MR G R AeiE, KA IS AR h POl o 2% 6 [mlIa 45 R nl L,
M DXIRAE LT, 305K Rt X A A A ) M A A 0 25 DX B o A P IX S i R 3UAE 1%K°1 B
BE, YIRS X BBl S O R A R B HIE R T X B RS REON L (HAR
IR VR . X R AR T AL D R S SR R S R SRR B AR, G
(UL PR RN 58 5 ST, 10 P S X R A S, R T R 2 R
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Table 7. Mechanism regression analysis results
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