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Abstract

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) systems enable computers to process and analyze text infor-
mation that originally exists only in image form through scanning, and have been widely adopted
across various domains. The quality of OCR technology is of paramount importance, yet systemati-
cally evaluating its performance remains challenging as current assessment methods heavily rely
on large volumes of labeled data and manual judgment. In this paper, we propose evaluating OCR
systems from the user perspective to help users better understand system capabilities and select
appropriate OCR solutions that meet their specific needs. To facilitate comprehensive evaluation,
we define two categories of metamorphic relation patterns based on key OCR characteristics from
the user perspective. Furthermore, we establish six abstract metamorphic relations and validate
them through license plate recognition—a prevalent application scenario for OCR technology. The
proposed method enables performance and robustness evaluation of OCR systems without requir-
ing prior annotated data.
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1. 5|8

ST, OB SRS B 2 PR TR A5 8 T S8 I SR B H - SRS DA T4 v AR
RAF . J6F AR A (Optical Character Recognition, OCR)BEASKG AU BTkl . UG B E F S5, o
T EHAEFE B SCAR o B SCAR RIE S T B0 A B ) 35 e R 1, A A2 b . EE1SE
EERAR RS, |2 MHT AT LD F 3 A dg m TAEREE . {£&F OCR R4, 75
AHEB[1] BRI [2)F0 SO ER 3] 1) R B A B a2 .

TN RGN 52, (BRI R T R 2HOE RN A5, LRI Z RN,
X ALES HHERR IR AR T BERRIEk . BHILER, X OCR REGM IR AT & Fe Al B E 2
ML AR X HAT, EZAEIREZ MO 7E . 5 AR B K 2 MO T IR i 2 =) S AR Y
[4], EHTIREES SRR = W R, AT B2 A A (1) B s AT 2 A B AT T 98 B B R R kR . ZE RN
Sl T i S R PR B NP BOR PR, ARG, R RS SIS DU RS B B . JF H,
FEZEMPOER GO T, & ORE R HERA AR . thE A 2 AR, R REHEA
FHEAS I REBE AR IR 01 %5 P 22

ZERAR A OCR HIARMESN AT BE H BN K e, RN g #8117 B ity 184 o 8 2206 22 By 8 i
1o BEEHARM NS S, FERR%] OCR 1HER 2 FLE G B2 . X OCR R4 R PEM @ % R
Hl T e s brvE B S . X SR S K TAnyE, Higsp—, WRAMSINEAZ . SItFER,
BT ZE AR ZE M SR IR 1, Ak R R R B A AR AL, S BURE MBI E A 2. XL K K
FECT BATIVALLE EEAFRAR BN —, TEIE R IEARIL OCR RG M1 RE .

B OCR A B AR SC 8 1) /5, AWt 70 G0 P bR I A8 O¢ R A8, 10k 1T M) OCR R4
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AR VP AEZE o Z 7 iE N P AR, H s 0T OCR RS0 SEFR R 5 P 75 R 2 [A] i DT R o
XA PEAL 7 3, AR A B A - A I AR R OCR R TERERF i, 1L HE N FLAE SE PR
F AR B 0E & H 5 7 R IR DL T7 AR HERE AR TS o DRIk, FRATISE A T 2 T ek A e A AR gt A ) 3
[5] (metamorphic testing, MT)F AR, B 7EHA-IIEMN KRG ELAE[6] [7] BIMGAE [8]5 40k £ 248 4l i i I
B

5 A% ¢ Z2 (metamorphic relations, MRs) 2 Wi A8 Ml i) e B 4 il 70, i e L2 AN B AN Rl 2
IR R, RAERGM R &0, WA R B IR T DA Ge il o2 78 55 00 5 I 1n) &
IEAESR, TR R B SR I [9] (10105 55 @ R GRS B R [11] [12]

TEIXIE Fir, ABEFER X OCR REGTF R 1 2818 Al AR A5 20 S /N L AR % R(MRs) o AIRIE 7 12
(s I, R ) R R R I — B R S st AT IR e eI . B 2 4R RE VPR RESE, TR A
M7~ OCR REGWITERERHE, NHPIRIERF RIS,

AR SCHR S FH AR I e AR R PN AR S AR, TR AR e R B AR A, TERCT ATRLR
&R ) MRs.

2. HXTI1E

FENEF AR (OCR) I, K& (R 78 A8 v 78 Sl 1 I b o T FE A i N B8 D7 1D, A 98 A0
KRN THRERIR 13 AT BUEREAE [ 14155 . TEVPN KRG MERE T, W70 G VPG SO
P MERE I FR bR . T 47 U A HERF % (character-recognition accuracy, CRA) [ 1511 8 3] 1R i) YA % (word-recog-
nition accuracy, WRA) [16]2k1F N OCR HiEH RPN fabr. Hrd, CRA RBLIERGIR A FHF 5L,
WRA A7 5 R AR R 00 PR B i) B g, E 3 B AR v B0 1 S Hr

% NEC L S AR, RIS N IR A AN SNt mT e L R U B R, EE R ALY
HORIEZE R . TR OCR A5 b (R4 A MR M AL, Xu S8 A[17]452¢H T OCR Mg A4, d@id
BT RN AR . Bt AL . BT ASE R (107 R X OCR SCA I 75, 3k 2 Y M 7 B UL B2 T IS Bt
RS e, RS N E MR RFIE R R . Todorov 25 A\ [ 18131 SEEGEGAE T OCR M 5 HHE =
R0, R BN P 2 ORI A A B9 40 e, ELWR AR o B SRR PR AR U O IR FH E ALK
FAPHE 1R F(CER)NITE SRR 22 R Ak e A A A

B H AT 2 A BRI A% AR A R R A, AR EUR A [ 191N B AR RN [20] 5540
B, B R A AT R 2T AR T v . TR R AR 2 AR, RGN E VA
FEH R FET b, ASCEKRMH P ERRTRE R A, @R A OB ANE CE MR T Pt TR E R
FriabaiA R B, FRATAE P AR, &1 7% MT EARN RS T,

3. Wi

ERAF AR, AT 2 — DU 2 AR DB TAR . B B B2 R R 86 T
SR, FRRA ORI 7 i B 8 1 TR SR RIS o TEAR SRR A, FRAT T3 8 s A 5 R XU T
HAR a2 R, e AR e IO AR S BR R 2 TRT R DG R E B . (RN T RS RR T, 1A
M DA DX 23 A2 1 00 S it 45 S 5 TR 25 S 2 TR OG22, A2 oracle [AIRR[21]. 4 T fRHROIX I8, AR
AKX RIS H[22]. LR, OF KE T 78RN &, RS 7S EM R Oracle
i) A S B bRy )R o 8 A 3K I AN 5 B T B 4K 14 (software under test, SUT) SRS, 12X J& M4
AT . B2 2 R PATHE R A, 3mSR f N AN 2 A0 R, R RO R RRAWA R JAAT
E X[ MR 78 SUT 25 2 @ v, an SREEe il BiE s T MR, AB4 Ui SUT 245 BB
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3.1. WX RHENX

TEMT 1, FATRYE SUT [ )@ MEANTh RESR 2 SC R4 TR DG R, A2 MRs, SUT R¥E e
X MRs FEATRE A o Wi 5¢ SR(MRS)FLE T #4408 (1 D e B, dn SR7E i rh % B 5 2 F 95 ) MR,
B R GU(SUT) L ARAFAE BRI . LR S £ o], B3 EE P 3E WS N T8 (x1, - .., 20 AEFE I8 HH X6F 7 45
(fx1), ... fixn))o BATH—ADRARU I REREBAFG BN KR, A, ..., x)TE 2 K R DI,
(fx1), ... )L R RO, 0o BATATUUFK # (I, I, O, O)EBE TN P AR KR E AT P e -
A MR, U RGHAT IEH.

DA LR HL fix) = e A, BRI Pk R BAT I HARER L, X T AT 56 10E 45 B0 B 56
TESE RAIBENLAN x, FET o0 BB N RV 5 SOBEAR ¢ 2 DU AR i B F9], 4n B

efxer=1

Biltn: xi=0.2, FIAENKHEBN x=-0.2, WIFHAGER 2 x e 02 =1 2l . #45RAW 2t

ABIEE, DU B A R A A A — S IR

3.2. HITXFRER

FERE AR, T2 W RO R A B O, AR R IR 5T Inl R, A58 N 53 9 tH B B0
PR 5C R (MRs), X% MRs B ARGRIIRFAYE. N T RESAEIE 7 L A &M, Zhou 5 AFEH T
— WA O R RE S [21], FFURUE 1 28 T3 iy SN i) e 1) R AR, i s I 7 T ) A 8k .
4b, Zhou 55 N [23] 20K ZME S N T4 28 51 B 0 Ml s B A o o

FEMCHEA b, O T R R IR T AT B — R E AT S B A, B e R AR R A R T
WEFCIX —m @, Segura HIBA[STEIHT M HE 1 B A8 5¢ & % H A% 20 (metamorphic relation output pattern,
MROP)X —MES:, 723 S Z A R 1 I 5 5 24t R B DS e o 1X —BRIR AN IR ¢ R(MR) )
W IE PR AR T B A . SUEIRIET, Zhou 8552 24 WAL E X T 5748 % R A U (MRP), HEREHS
NEFE IR 2 N WS ¢ R I RAELE,  Hadt— D48 o A8 O¢ S5 A B 2 (metamorphic relation input pattern,
MRIP), AUEHIA A JG SN b2 it 7 OE R Te . IXEeRE & B AU i fl 1 M08 5¢ 2 (1R it
&, &4 HEHE S A G AR O¢ R IR AL T IS KR .

SR, AEJG5 FAFIR(OCR)IX — R g Sk, A (A AR M7 V2747 46 BH S5 = PR A o T 1 gt A
W7, Wk EHR [ 181 AT 5 FAF IR A [20]) 55408k, WRMR TR e ES 5, sz Hidtk. £
— IR, AWFFEIEET MRP FJHISHESE, $2H 7 PIRHIEH T OCR U8 ()8 A AL O¢ R s, JAH GO,
Rt AR U TS At 1R 0 R AN T
4. WXL 72

8 A U SRR FH P 75 SRS A R GRs i, A& MR VR IPA R G TR AF R, A
ST EE B YE, LR AR R . AV B E R B R, TR R AT AL, ok
P FRAT R E AR R R

B MER Tk e — IR N (B 42RO AT MRs F13, AR Rl— A B AT AR B N B .
FH 5 54 MR AHSC YRS AN FIATA S APAT OCR 248, ] DA BB TIIRSS RAAT A 450 .

5. XEFHIRFNREHHEXR

KT FRFUUNOCR) R T — BT WAL K RATEALHESE . it 7047 I % OCR £ 4t
RO R, AT AR G R Al Il R 5 E R MR RS, BN RGIERELS . &
SCRUHTIE AR PRI AR, JE 6 > MRso AR VEA IR % MRs IIEORSEIUT %8, JF4H LAY
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N2 FH AT B

CCPD dataset CBLPRD-330K dataset ]:(> 0;:]9:)'3?' -

—# OCR system

MRs generator

new CCPD dataset CBLPRD-330K dataset ::> folilrc])F\:\llj—tUP - output

Figure 1. Evaluation method for optical character recognition system based on metamorphic testing

B 1. ETHREMRNAFZFFRMNRGEITN A

L ETAFRAM ARG T, BATE SCT PIRIEAR R A, FRATREAETE T R /NAT b P20 42
k.
5.1. BRI X REN

BT BB IB WA RARSE A F RRL R R, AT A A2 R AY, Glanis SR R () K12 3 S U AL
WA E5%) i ORI Y (o DB B A AL B ) . SR BRI TR (R AT R AN HE R SR IR M) o Jin 55 N [25]142 A
XF BT 2 (TSR-WGAN) i It IR it 8 /1 o0 A8 B A% I A2 v SR T S5 2R R, AL sk — 4 il
BN 2642 B EHRIR 77 58, R I Bet 189 5i 10 77 2 AE BOK B AADLR AL R AL I 2 R 45

T, FATBRIHHIEE — M iAo R, RO AR B 7 SR ARt AN s 5N
HEFHMA R, SRS MAFIAT RSN T a5, AR R G e A7 B . FA1E
XA BRECRARE ek R

P,=A4ddg+ P

P FRGEIREIR, E ORTRINAPR SR S 2, P, AN AR AT R . T RS YA
PR, AT GE T ANFA SR, XK R A iR BAR R H 7 5t A7 B, ok

MR1: Z2 IR EHUE )y Py, A IR SR 7S E-w ZE BRATAE BB P,y HRIBAN P, =
Addg., +P. i), i2H OCR RG75%f Py Al P, AT AR, 1330 IR%EH O FIAT ARt O, WIdGHm
50 O MIATAE SR AE B O, Tl 2 — Btk .

MR2: 45 PFAIAEE N P, I INIDC A SRS E-L AR AT E & A P, HRIEHX N P, =
Addp, +P. BiJ5, iZH OCR RG5rnkt Pyl P, AT ALER, SRIVIMEHH O FIATAE I O, WIHEHH
50 O MIATAE SR A5 B O, Tl 2 — Btk .

MR3: 45BN RGN Py, 8RS INETS A HIE  E-D AL BT A BRI P,y JRIEAX N Py
B P, = Addpp + P FiJ5, i2H OCR RG55HI%F Py Al P, @47 A0,  TFIAS BRI 4650 H 45 58 O AT A4
HWER 0, Vit g o T A fr i 45 0 O, H/ B — 5.

5.2. TEMREXFRER
B TR SRR, EE A AT OCR RGEIRAIA B AT ZALISENT . 5K A [27 ]38 1L
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AR VGGNet LI S4B G AU ZRIEME K HE RIS IESE T DNN HI R SRS B xT B 302
BRI o

BT, BAT RS ROy A AR R A, T FORM R\ B S (R G5 R AL R
R, A AGE X R AR S el A (R AR H AT AR B N AR BREE R, DUREIL R GE W] REAF (LR
il FATE SRR IC R AT -

MR4: BRI BIE N P, K Py AT FAF 5 BEUIEL, STEUNU 5 F2% 0k e B BB AL RT R
Py 73R PLRL P, AT ARG, R EIR G O ARTA R O O O, FE AL — B

MR5: BRHIABIG Y P, R Py ekl — & AR ATAE RN Py 2050080 Py AL P, HEATOG 227 R IR
s ARG O AT AR O O O, T A2 —EhE

MR6: A BEIEA P, 5 P rb B REEAT RO (A REBY PR AT Py 253 PLAT P,
BEAT 62 A0, A3 EIRIaRE . O FIRT AR One OV O, T 2 — Bl

6. ZERIRAI

PATHOE A S AR, DU RRRAESS ], B8] ZERIR] OCR HAGE —FR| I R R 3
K 2RSSO TH LA G B RHOR . ERE R ACE RRATS) M EEA N, Pz
M THERIEE . R R FERGIEESEL T,

6.1. WX ARSI
AT E S AR % RRIEA OCR R4, —LehFE i) MR SEBLRAL AN 2 .

Plate_pic || Image Preprocessing || Environmental Noise »| new_plate _pic

OCR system compare OCR system

o <}:{> res2 |

Plate
Plate_pic P Imags . > Localization and out of order new_plate _pic
reprocessing ;
Segmentation

compare
OCR system P OCR system
) [— <,‘:> res2 |

Figure 2. Metamorphic relations implementation process
2. WX RS

\

FENE AR R R, ATRARH] CycleGAN X471 2% [28 REEAT MR s o Ath Y FRER R — 22 A
SN AT AR BN B ARSI R G ) B e o S0P UR R N AT AT, RATEEAT B, SRS
R R R 2 B 2 T A AT T SR AR R AR

A ARG AR, SRATE SR A AP RIS B, AL, ZURATIZIE X 485 RRPN #%
MPRFyE, LA E, R UDIRON e B 0 Sy 3T 2 AR, AR RGHT AT RSO, A
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R R R 2 B 2 TR A AT SRR R AR
6.2. BEXREN

N Y TG M R AR g AR 5 R AR, FRATTUAAE R D B, R bR e SR P 5 AR O RS AL,
R ARSI R R B —HIERA Py, D6 RN TR AT U0 ol AT LAY
MRs ARG AE BT AR Py W EEIA A R S5 RANRT AN B 45 2 B AT S AN TR R Z5R, DAtk
FIWTZ DR ABAR R R .

M R 28 00 R ICE B TR0 OCR AR G0k T 7 B MR EVPAL R BE 7 o AR 2 A5 2R T Ui
NE B EE ST AN B, BARRIEIT . S EWIRIRMA N P, P, il A8 % 2 8 AT A2 4
Ao K PUATP, 73 AR OCR R4, #3206 B tH 45 5R Ol 0,0 ST ALK R E IR, O 0, 218
JSEiH LA E IR R A Ao AR AT B, TP A0 N 2 45 B FUE ORI AR L A AR SCHEGH R T
ISR X PR AR OC SR (MRs), T8I 22 45 B POk RS PEA OCR BORBIAR E AN n] SEE,  FUASEITT 2
WA .

(M AR O A ) MR1I~MR3.1: & XJFURf A BE Oy Py, XS Py 73 & E G al
TR Py B Py =Adde + Po PR IEIR G Py ATAREAR P, il Y6 AR5 0N R G5 B R O,
ATARH O, I RGREMER, “HNYHLENKR: 01=0n.

(AR R R MR4.1: 5 IR EIE N P B e HEE M oot ir s 8o s, R
JEAT LY Ja DF 2 e B R A AT A R Py R P AN P, IERDE 22 P R IR R G215 21 R 4R 1R 5 45 R
OV ATAE R B R O, RIERGARENMEESR, “H N AW LENKR: 01 = Order (0,).

MRS5.1: € SRR KGN P K PR € AT A EE P, FRFE PR P, JEREG A7 4F
PRGN EIR NS R O TSR 0, RAERGRENEER, “F N AHLEMRR: 0=
Ono

MR6.1: & SRR BB Py A PP R EEAT BB (A BB 740 £ BTSN Py FERE P AT
P, @6 AR R GG B R FUNE R O TR RIS R 0, 1R RGREMEER, T3 N 24
REMRKZR: O1= Opo

1R B MR 25 HY T f] A AR AR 51
Table 1. License plate recognition MR explanation and simple example
F 1. FRBIRS MR R # R

MRs Ori MRI1.1 MR2.1 MR3.1 MR4.1 MRS5.1 MR6.1
OCR RZX OCR RZAf OCR #4i4f OCR R#GiXf OCR R#Gix OCR RG4S

ﬁﬁgff;? R RAEEAS AMALSE  WEEA RIS SRR BN A
* R b ERURME  EEURME mEURME EEURME
RFHEAE o MAKAMAR RIS ISR |, TS RORS
MNRERE T ERURR) RO (RSB IVT e g
BN/ , “’1 0
T g'“,. 2

- s
f@@ﬁ?é #F AFR1397 #f AFR1397 #f AFR1397 i AFR1397 #f AFR7391 #f AFR1397 i AFR1397
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7. SRS SRS
7.1. BFF&RS

R IDC AR (HEAE = W5 1 5k S (2024H1)) [29], WK 3, BlE =10 80E+ E A
Bl mimKfRESE, b a%Ea, HHELEL 7 OCR AU A A A 1 2R DAL & T3 43 4.
IR = BIRE RN = R EZ TN =2 k5. Bk, VORI P sSEbrfi A5t SEimxt 4
HNMFERP = KRS

HETopSAB=laas/ EiipnEISEL2024H1

fTEBE
25.80% E[EEE

Hit
29.90%

= gy
hEFRfS
.
) 4 . eHf
hERE g TEEE
9.10% 13.20%

Figure 3. Market share of Al public cloud services in China in H1 2024
3.2024H1 HE Al 2B RSB HIAHBE

D) AR SCREFME R FRBEIRA, STREOUT ERR A, SO R A 242
Bl

2) BB MR SR T SROCHI AR AP, AT LA E Bl E A AR A EOREENLAD 2 K 4, IR
Bl ZERE SRS B S AR S5 . 1% APL SCRF 2 M it s, JF HT LB, URL 50 Base64 Zfi i) J7
X EARE .

3) BT ZZRRA]: AT CAAER IR R h E AL, At R B A bR . RS AR
TIPS EGRE. FHMEGERL.

7.2. MR BOEUIRERMIEMAN

FAMER T CCPD % #5413 181 CBLPRD-330K [ 14448 6 H T 1 & M N . CCPD $ #4852
KA RIFIREAE A, Horp S T SR AR RLZE 1Y) 25 75 22 M v 3R 7T 28 Rt R GORN 2 LA ) 5 483045 5
flkR7E . CBLPRD-330K $df 438 i 28 ot Bt 44 (GAN) R AR AL BRI, Hi 7 UG s B R, o ff
E T AN[F) R ZE RAL A3 AT FA0 4T, A T S B oR AR Hh o L BRARE AR AN STl ) R e )32 B T A0 A% R e
B S WIREM 2P N5, Bt 33 TRIKEIE.

X T 3RAT 8 U A AR 6 R AR ISP AE G &R, B MR BN T 7= AR AH G 5 SN
TR, MR AR T FTA BIRGN , TRy e N o] REANH 2 F T 4938 J5 2R N I 4640, BN e 55 R 4%
EPARZERA,  DRITE DA b B0 4 b AR B it s T A5 4, DB EAT S5 B2 A e 7 B 2 R Ab B

7.3. SEWEER T
AFTR =S OCR R Ge 7 A A AR MR G5 SRAEAT 170 H7» LLULVE Al 2R GE 1 RE o BATT6E T3t ) % (violation
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rate, VR)TE RIPAlidEAR, &R ATLATHE T

vR=2
F,

Hrp Pt BRANEL VR RGUE AR MR B8 . T4 €K MR, VR 57K 7 #2408 k1% MR K72
FEo VR HUETEREIIM 0 2] 1, (1- VR)AT LR R GEIHER LA BME B . BOmif VR {E %A OCR R4t
FEME MR NRIURAE, & T HRATE LA MRe XK A TAT DO (0 4 B 25 A BB 6B, 10
LA TR B b A2 PP 85 5K TN Xt 28 8 A B AR AT Xk 2R e kAT SE 4 (A P AN 56 38 5 [Z, VR AEHAR,
VB RN AT s 2 HT P 7K. VR BN 0 WA ERI R G B0A Bon M, T RECELLTT i B A &4
P, A2 BN T

%2 R T MT ik 53T HAR R AL AR E B R AR BT T, =Fh 30 OCR RES1E 6 4
AR R R NIRRT RIS, 86 R PUT YL RE J1 s, Tk B
5 A I BE B AN TSR35 o S T BRSO VP A4 7 A0 T Bl 42 (1 US4 OR WA OCR AF: 55 H ) IE
B, BATEF T 7.2 5 A 28 i K S SR O A A A RRE L AR B X 45

Table 2. Accuracy of MT and dataset based evaluation method

= 2. MT R EREMETRIREITE A

MT (1 - VR) T HIREMIPAL J77E(VR)
MRI.I MR2.1 MR3.1 MR4.1 MR5.1 MR6.1 MRI.I MR2.I MR3.] MR4.1 MR5.1 MR6.1

(%0)

AliOCR 90.79 9120 9437 9095 9532 96.58 9950 9945 98.77 9743 99.64 99.32
TencentOCR  90.23 89.60 9286 8991 94.72 97.54 98.66 99.84 9659 9827 98.62 99.46
HuaweiOCR 9275 90.68 90.83 90.75 94.85 97.79 9946 99.03 97.64 9845 99.73 99.21

MT FIHER L2 IE 1-VR 3R . I 2 il DUREL, X TR PP OCR 455, ST
PR MVEAETTVEAREL, MT s (HER B BUIR. IX g /RN, S1PTEMEL, JATHRT7E A DURR
ARG

8. B4

B BOAR K, 2 T AR A (OCR)EARNE Ny — T HE 10 BefL (5 A B EOR, CAERZAT L SEHLA
FEALR T, FERON AN AT B A T H o 2810, BT S8 2 M EOR FBOW OCR RGEHEAT VAl 2855 13
FEZATTHAFAE R 8. ASCRE T RASNNKE ARSI OCR REHIVFGH, 454 % OCR REEH)
ZRALT R, RH T PIRIARSC R BRI AR R &R, WP AR R T OCR REGHETE 5 BRRE 1 L
IR I -

TR ER LR35, DR A SRR AL R B v ELA R AR, W08 MRs Bt S s e e 42 .
AN RBFE . RS R, HABSRL T RERIRNRR: Bk, B Mt — i Ae
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