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Abstract

Urban green space is an important carrier of the ecological environment and social culture. Drawing
on Henri Lefebvre’s theory of the production of space and a “space-society-history” framework, this
paper examines the evolution and mechanisms of block greening in Shanghai’s central urban area.
The study traces this process across three stages—before 1949, 1949~1978 and after 1978—and
selects three cases, People’s Park, the Shikumen lilong on Shanyin Road and Lujiazui Central Green,
to examine the interaction between spatial practice, representations of space and representational
spaces through Lefebvre’s spatial triad. The results show that block greening in Shanghai has un-
dergone a transition from “display-oriented representational spaces” to “life-oriented practice spaces”,
forming three paths: politically opened-up, socially empowered and planning-converted transfor-
mation. A comparison of the three cases indicates that the degree of life-orientation is positively cor-
related with the extent to which representations of space cede ground to spatial practice, which in
turn depends on institutional design. The central urban area still faces problems such as scarce land,
uneven distribution, insufficient greening equity and difficulties in balancing ecological and social
functions. Accordingly, this paper proposes differentiated improvement strategies for historical land-
scape areas, high-density communities and waterfront spaces, supported by a multi-stakeholder co-
ordination and evaluation-feedback mechanism to ensure implementation.
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Figure 1. Basic structure of the space-society-history evolution framework
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Table 1. Main greening-related policy documents of Shanghai
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Table 2. Recent public participation and landscape creation practices
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Table 3. Major vegetation forms in Shanghai’s central urban area
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Table 4. Decomposition of People’s Park through the spatial triad
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