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Abstract

As an imperial embroidery craft of the Ming and Qing dynasties, Beijing embroidery (Jingxiu) boasts
a pattern system characterized by strict ritual norms and sophisticated modeling logic. This paper
adopts shape grammar as an analytical tool to systematically deconstruct the modeling logic and
evolutionary rules of Beijing embroidery patterns from the two dimensions of graphic deduction and
generative evolution. The study reveals that Beijing embroidery patterns take primitive graphic prim-
itives as core anchors, and realize graphic deduction through three progressive grammatical rules:
symmetry and balance, adaptive shaping, and rhythmic arrangement. The evolution of these patterns
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undergoes a complete process including the deconstruction and fading of primitives, succession of
sequential organization, and transformation of spatial construction. Driven consistently by gram-
matical rules, morphological changes maintain invariant core semantics. This research clarifies the
underlying mechanism for standardized creation of Beijing embroidery patterns, which not only en-
riches design theoretical studies on traditional embroidery patterns, but also provides methodolog-
ical references for the contemporary transformation of traditional patterns.
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Figure 1. Red satin embroidered male python robe with ten bat-peach roundels and diagonal golden swastika—Tlotus pattern,
deduction logic
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Figure 2. Qing dynasty Manchu red satin embroidered eight-roundel ceremonial robe—interlocking branch pattern, free form
modelling
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Figure 3. Turquoise blue satin lined robe with seed stitch embroidery, eight-roundel “happy encounter” pattern—river cliff
and sea wave pattern, graphic deconstruction
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