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Abstract
As China’s urban development transitions from “incremental expansion” to “quality enhancement
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of existing stock,” micro-renewal initiatives—represented by pocket parks—have become crucial
practices for advancing modern urban governance. Drawing on policy network theory, this study con-
structs a three-dimensional analytical framework encompassing “structure, process, and efficacy.”
Using two representative cases in Guangzhou (D and Y), it systematically elucidates how micro-re-
newal triggers systemic transformations in urban governance through differentiated governance net-
works. The study reveals: First, policy networks exhibit significant contingency, adapting to form dis-
tinct models such as “government-led with social participation” and “multi-stakeholder collaboration
with functional integration.” Second, micro-renewal drives triple transformations in governance
structures, policy paradigms, and institutional systems through dual pathways: “inward-outward”
cultural identity restoration and “outward-inward” technical collaborative innovation. Third, govern-
ance effectiveness hinges on the precise alignment of “objectives networks tools.” This study offers a
mechanistic explanation for understanding the governance logic of urban micro-renewal in the Chi-
nese context, while also providing an actionable “Guangzhou experience” for other cities pursuing
refined governance and sustainable renewal.
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Figure 1. Network structure and interaction patterns of Guangzhou’s “pocket park” policy
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Figure 3. Pattern differentiation and comparative findings
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